




Third of Israelis doubt Oslo accords 

TEL (AFP) — One m three Israelis doubts that 
the Palestinian autonomy process launched three 
years ago by the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Yasser Arafat will lead to peace in the foreseeable 
. ftiturc, according to a poll published Wednesday. 
Mother third believe that the Oslo peace accords will 
resolve the Israel i-Palestiman conflict while the final 
third had no opinion or think Israel is destined to a 
future of neither peace nor war, according to the sur- 
vey by Tel Aviv University. The poll was conducted 
fate last month among 506 Jewish Israelis and has a 
.margin of error of plus or minus four per cent. A 
■'peace index” compiled monthly by the university’s 
centre for j%acs research, showed that 64 per cent of 
Israelis expressing general support for the peace 
■process, the same figure found during a July survey. 
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Iraq rebuilds links with Kurds, warns Iran, 
Turkey and fires missiles at U.S. warplanes 

Washington moves Stealth and B-52 planes to Gulf; fears mount of fresh strikes on Iraq 


ionq Ko-!- 
tolds 4: 
Jverstaysrs 


PUK rejects amnesty; Baghdad complaints to U.N. 
over Clinton’s help for U.S. allies in northern Iraq 

Combined agency 
dispatches 


Kurdish refugees enter Iran after KDP shooting 


IRAQ STARTED to rebuild 
economic links with the 
Kurdish north and warned 
its neighbours to keep out 
of the region as it fired mis- 
siles at U.S. warplanes 
patrolling a “safe haven" 
for the Kurds on Wednes- 
day. 

The U.S. began moves 
that signalled a possible 
.-'oetirion of last week's 
missile attacks on southern 
Iraq. The Pentagon said it 
was sending eight F-J17 
Stealth fighters to the Gulf 
region and also ordered two 
B-52 bombers to the Indian 
Ocean island of Diego Gar-, 
da. 

An Iraqi Shiite opposition 
group renewed charges that 
"Iraq was building up forces 


in the south for a possible 
move against Shiite dissi- 
dents there after Baghdad 
gained proxy control of 
northern Iraq through sup- 
porting one Kurdish rebel 
faction against another. 

The Iraqi government 
meanwhile complained to 
the United Nations about 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton's offer to help Iraqis 
who worked for the U.S. 
escape northern Iraq and 
warned that Baghdad 
would take retaliatory' mea- 
sures. 

The Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), which 
was ousted from its strong- 
holds in nonhem Iraq in a 
Baghdad-backed attack by 
its rival Kurdistan Democ- 
ratic Party (KDP) turned 
down an Iraqi government 
offer of amnesty. 


Baghdad began to lift its 
five-year-old blockade on 
the Kurdish nonh, with 
traffic resuming between 
the city of Kirkuk and three 
Kurdish-held provinces, 
Iraqi state radio said. 

Some 350 cars travelled 
between Kirkuk and the 
Kurdish-held areas, the 
radio reported. 

President Saddam Hus- 
sein on Tuesday ordered the 
lifting of the trade and oil 
blockade he impQsed in 
1991 on the Kurdish areas 
and granted an amnesty to 
his Kurdish opponents. 

The KDP and PUK con- 
trolled Iraqi Kurdistan in 
defiance of Baghdad since 
the 1991 Gulf war, but their 
power-sharing agreement 
broke down three years 
later. 

Diplomats in Baghdad 


said KDP leader Massoud 
.Barzani, for - whom Iraqi 
forces seized the main town 
of Erbil on Aug. 3 1 trigger- 
ing the rout of the PUK, 
was now expected to 
resume autonomy negotia- 
tions with the Iraqi leader- 
ship. 

The two sides already 
agreed on the broad out- 
lines of a deal for Kurdish 
autonomy before, the Erbil 
offensive, they said. 

Buoyed by the KDP vic- 
tory, ihe Iraqi government 
daily A1 Jumhouriya 
warned neighbouring 
Turkey and Iran to stop 
interfering in the region. 

It said the sweeping victo- 
ry had stabilised northern 
Iraq and made outside 
intervention unnecessary. 

(Continued on page 7) 


BASHMAQ, Iran (Agen- 
cies) — About 5,000 weary 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees set 
up camp on the Iranian side 
of the border on Wednesday 
after they said a Baghdad- 
backed Kurdisb group 
killed four people. 

“On Tuesday night, Kur- 
distan Democratic Parry 
(KDP) men came and asked 
us first nicely ‘to go back 
home, but when people 
confronted them;<hey start- 
ed shooting. Four were 
killed,’* a refugee told 
Reuters. 

Local Iranian authorities 
at the Bashmaq border 
crossing said four people 
were killed and about 100 
wounded. The wounded 
were taken to hospitals in 
Iran, they said. State-run 
Tehran Radio said Iraqi 
troops were also involved . 

Refugees said after the 
shooting some 5,000 people 


rushed toward a closed bor- 
der crossing. Iranian border 
guards shot into the air but 
could not halt them, they 
said 

Tens of thousands of 
refugees had streamed 
towards Iran to escape 
advancing forces of the 
Iraqi-backed KDP, which 
who took Sulaimoniyeb, 
Iraq's biggest Kurdish city, 
on Monday from the rival 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK). 

Iraqi Kurds have begun 
trickling back into the town 
of Sulaimaniyeb, spokes- 
women for refugee organi- 
sations said. 

Christina Fedele of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross said “at least 
several hundred refugees” 
had returned to the town 
after fleeing to the Iranian 
border. 

“Still," she said, “we are 


still considering sending a 
relief convoy from Bagh- 
dad to the towns of Penjwin 
and Qulaswalen.” Ruth 
Marshall of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees added: “There 

are people returning to 
Sulaymaniyeh, but we 
don’t know how many” 

“We only know that the 
city has water and electrici- 
ty and that it's calm," she 
said. 

Iranian relief workers set 
up tents in a large field 
about 500 metres from a 
line of tress marking the 
border. The refugees had 
spent the night in cars or 
outside in the nigged 
mountainous region. 

“I left Sulaimaniyeh after 
my sister called me on Sun- 
day to tell me that the Iraqis 
were coming,” saidSirwan 
Rostam a 50-year-old 
school supervisor. “I have 


been active with a Kurdish 
women’s union and criti- 
cised Saddam publicly, so I 
had to leave.” 

“Now I am here with a 
few clothes and some 
money I could bring. 1 have 
lost touch with my sister. I 
am finished, i am dead” 
she said. 

Two dozen women in 
colourful Kurdish dresses 
queued for water near a 
tanker sent by Iran's Red 
Crescent Society. 

As Iranians passed out 
food and medicine to the 
Kurds refugee women were 
warned to cover up. 

Public works vehicles 
arrived from Mari van in the 
Iranian province of Kurdis- 
tan, the closest large city, to 
begin preparing the ground 
at a former market area 

Although the Iranians dis- 

(Contlnued on page 7) 


Regent visits Salt, urges focus on quality over 
quantity as means to deal with unemployment 


Turkey 
plays for 


Vege’.r: 
or.c >r 







His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hass an, the Regent, accompanied by His Royal 
Highness Prince Talai Ben Mohammad, and other officials on Wednesday attend a 
meeting in Salt (Petra photo) 


SALT (Petra) — His Royal 
. Highness Crown Prince 
: Hass an. the Regent, said 
;• Wednesday that Jordan, 
which has turned out thou- 
* ■pds of university gradu- 
ates, should give due atten- 
tion from now on to quality 
rather than quantity. . 

He said that at the same 
time Jordanians should 
rise to the level of chal- 
lenges and deal with the 
questions of unemploy- 
ment and poverty in the 
most objective manner. 

The Regent was address- 
ing a public meeting in 
Salt during a visit at the 
invitation of the Ensour 
tribe accompanied by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
1 Total Ben Mohammad, His 
. Majesty King Hussein’s 
" military secretary and 
iirecior of the National 
security Council, as well 
is Cabinet members and 
’arliament deputies from 
ialqa Governorate. 

He said that stability 
ould and should be 
chiev’ed and enhanced 
though collective social 
’J economic endeavours. 


stressing that only through 
commitment and diligent 
work could Jordan achieve 
progress and prosperity. 

The Regent conveyed to 
foe local citizens foe King’s 


greetings and said the 
Monarch would shortly pay 
a visit to Salt. 

At foe outset of foe meet- 
ing several speakers includ- 
ing former minister Abdul 


Raazak Ensour and Salt 
Mayor Hani Khreisat deliv- 
ered speeches welcoming 
foe Regent and renewing 
the city’s allegiance to foe 
Hashemite Throne. 


taly appeals for oil-for-food deal to go forward 


NITED NATIONS 
J=p) — - Italy on 
ednesday urged the 
N. Security Council to 
J1 for the implementa- 
n of an oil-for-food 
: ti in the next two 
' inths to alleviate the 
;--'ght of “millions of 
ocent Iraqi citizens.” 
alian Ambassador 
)lo Fulci, in a speech to 
Council colleagues 
iased here, said he 
ited to “send a signal 
he world that the Secu- 
Couneil is not blind 
the drama that is 
biding before our 
s” 

Ir. Fulci said the coun- 
» should encourage 
Jtros-Ghali to com- 
ic preparations for the 
I “immediately, so that 
i matter of a couple of 
nths the operation can 
.in on the ground.” 
r. Gbali on Sept. S 
tponed implementa- 
i of the oii-for-food 


deal following an Iraqi 
push into Kurdish areas 
of northern Iraq. Citing 
security reasons, he 
delayed the deployment 
of "monitors and oil 
inspectors who must be in 
place before the oil-for- 
food deal can go forward. 

The arrangement pro- 
vides for Iraq, which has 
been under international 
sanctions for six years 
following the 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, to resume 
limited oil exports in 
return for humanitarian 
supplies. 

But U.S. officials insist 
that the arrangement 
should be reviewed in the 
light of the new situation 
oii the ground where Kur- 
dish forces loval to Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein 
now' control Erbil, the 
main distribution centre 
for the Kurdish humani- 
tarian supplies. 

Mr. Fulci. pointing to 
the desperate humanitari- 


an situation in Iraq where 
in 1995 four million peo- 
ple risked serious malnu- 
trition, said “how can we 
allow the Iraqi people to 
continue to pay, year after 
year, for the mistakes and 
aggressive policies of 
their leadership?” 

Mr. Fulci noted that 
because of Iraq’s refusal 
to cooperate with U.N. 
aims inspectors, the. 
international sanctions 
were unlikely to be lifted 
soon. 

The oil-for-food deal 
"remains the only hope of 
implementing, without 
further procrastination, 
the appalling humanitari- 
an situation of millions of 
innocent Iraqi civilians.” 

Mr. Fulci is proposing 
the adoption of a formal 
statement urging Dr. 
Ghali to conclude the 
preparations rapidly. 

But such a move’ would 
require a consensus 
among the 15 members 


which are split over the 
Iraq issue.' and diplomats 
said that the council may 
decide to send Dr. Ghali a 
letter instead. 

Britain and the- United 
States were on Friday 
forced to withdraw a draft 
resolution criticising 
Baghdad for its offensive 
in northern Iraq, in the 
face of a Russian veto 
threat and resistance from 
China and France. 

China, France and Rus- 
sia are concerned that the 
oil-for-food deal, from 
which their countries 
stand to gain, has been 
effectively frozen since 
the Iraqi offensive. 

A senior Iraqi govern- 
ment official, under-sec- 
retaiy of state at the Iraqi 
foreign ministry Riad Al- 
Qaysi, is holding talks 
with individual Security 
Council members this 
week. 


time over 
Iraq plan 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
played for time on Wednes- 
day in its effort to set up a 
security zone against Kur- 
dish guerrillas in northern 
Iraq that worries foe Arabs. 

“An assessment of foe situ- 
ation is being made and 
preparations are ongoing. It 
will he declared at the appro- 
priate time," Fbreign Min- 
istry spokesman Omer Akbel 
told reporters. 

Prime Minister Necraertin 
Erbakan was to meet an Iraqi 
envoy later in foe day to try 
to persuade Baghdad to 
accept Turkish control over a 
thin strip of its land along 
foe rugged border. 

Many Arab states, includ- 
ing some at odds with Bagh- 
dad, have criticised Turkey's 
plan to establish a cordon up 
to 10 kilometres deep inside 
Iraq to stem border infiltra- 
tions by Turkey’s Kurdisb 
Labour Parry (PKK) rebels 
based there. 

There has been little sign 
of foe plan being put into 
operation; despite a military 
buildup on foe 330-kiloine- 
tre border last week and 
tough talk from Turkish gen- 
erals. 

“Our (diplomatic) contacts 
are continuing." Mr. Akbel 
said. 

Foreign Minister Taasu 
Ciller said on Monday that 
Turkey would soon invite 
“all the Arab World’s repre- 
sentatives" to explain the 
policy. 

Egypt, a member of foe 
1991 Gulf war coalition 
against Iraq, fears any Turk- 
ish military presence in Iraq 
could set a precedent for 
neighbour Iran or foe West- 
ern powers to take chunks of 
Iraqi territory. 

The Arabs are also con- 
cerned that approval of the 
Turkish plan would legit- 
imise Israel’s self-pro- 
claimed anti-guerrilla securi- 
ty zone set up in southern 
Lebanon since 1985. ' 

Even Morocco and Mauri- 
tania. several thousand kilo- 
metres from the mountains 
of Iraqi Kurd! sum. have 
warned Turkey. 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Wednesday listens to a local leader dur- 
ing a visit he paid to Rweished (Petra photo) - 


« 

Kabariti assures Rweished citizens of 
commitment to offering them services 


RWEISHED (Petra) — 
Prime Minister _ Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on’Wednes- 
day visited Rweished area 
in foe eastern badia region 
and met local notables and 
representatives of govern- 
ment and private organisa- 
tions and told them foal the 
government was keen on 
developing their region. 

“There are many urgent 
issues that need to be tack- 
led. mainly the water issue, 
which is so sensitive and 
requires immediate atten- 
tion from the concerned 
authorities,” Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

He said Minister of 


Water and Irrigation Samir 
Kawar will be visiting the 
Rweished region soon with 
solutions to foe water prob- 
lem. 

“As to foe artesian wells 
which have been closed 
since 19S4, this is a ques- 
tion to be addressed by a 
special technical committee 
which will visit foe region 
soon,” added Mr. Kabariti. 

He referred to questions 
raised by local leaders and 
foe Rweished district gov- 
ernor during the meeting 
and said that the Ministry 
of Education had made 
plans for enlarging the 
existing schools in 


Rweished to absorb more 
students and end foe two- 
shift school system. 

The Health Ministry has 
made plans and allocated 
funds for improving health 
services in the coming year 
while foe Ministry of 
Finance and foe Lands and 
Survey Department will 
settle issues pertaining to 
land ownership, he said. 

He said foe government 
was ready to solve other 
issues related to passports 
for the local citizens and 
promised foe electrification 
of remote villages in the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hebron observers’ mandate extended; 
Eitan threatens to resign if army quits 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel and the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) on Wednesday signed 
an agreement extending by 
one month the mandate of 
international observers at 
Hebron. 

“I signed with the director 
general of foe Israeli foreign 
ministry. Eytan Ben Tsur. an 
accord extending by one 
month foe mandate of foe 
■Norwegian contingent of 
international observers ai 
Hebron," Palestinian official 
Saeb Erakat said. 

"Over the month we will try 
to come ro a new agreement 


for deploying international 
observer. Norway is going to 
invite Australia. Denmark, 
Italy, Sweden and Turkey to 
join foe group of international 
observers," he said. 

Mr. Erakat expressed hope 
that Israel will partially pull 
out of Hebron in foe colsraeli 
Agriculture Minister Raphael 
Eitan meanwhile threatened 
to resign if the military pulls 
out of Hebron. 

"If tsahal (the military) 
withdraws from Hebron and 
foe Jewish settlers are aban- 
donned there. 1 will no longer 
have a place in this govern- 
ment.” he said during an inter- 


view with Israeli public tele- 
vision on Wednesday. 

Mr. Eitan is leader of the 
secular extreme-right Tsomet 
Party which allied itself with 
foe Likud Party for foe May 
29 general elections. 

“The agreements which 
have been signed with foe 
Palestinians are leading to a 
catastrophe," he said. 

He said he did not at oU 
approve of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's Sept. 
4 meeting with Paesunian 
President. Arafar.’m order to 
tell him directly at the highest 
level what he can’t in any case 
expect from Israel." 
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Taleban said to have 
captured Jalalabad 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
The Taleban militia 
Wednesday took control of 
the eastern Afghan city of 
Jalalabad. Afghan Islamic 
Press 1 A IP j said. 

The agency quoting a 
radio message from Tale- 
ban's main commander said 
the mil itiu was in control 
of the city and its main air- 
port. No independent con- 
tinuation was immediately 
available. 

Earlier the government in 
Kabul .said its troops had 
entered Jalalabad after the 
collapse of die provicial 
ruling council led by a neu- 
tral governor Haji Abdul 
Qadir. 

Mr. Abdul Qadir lied to 
Pakistan Tuesday and his 
successor Engineer 

M ah mood along with two 
colleagues was reported 
shot dead Wednesday. 


A1P quoted the Taleban 
officials- in northwestern 
Pakistani border city of 
Peshawar as saying that the 
Kabul government jets car- 
ried out at least two bomb- 
ing runs on the religious 
militia at Surkhrud. about 
15 kilometres west of the 
garrison city. 

The Taleban continued 
their advance after the air 
raids, it said. 

The private news agency, 
based in Peshawar, said its 
own sources in Jalalabad 
also confirmed the fall of 
the city to the Taleban mili- 
tia late Wednesday. 

The Taleban earlier over- 
ran several strategic dis- 
tricts in eastern Ningarbar 
province. 

Engineer Mahmood and 
council member Saz Noor 
were attacked while driving 
on the highway from Jalal- 


abad to the Pakistan border 
post of Torkham. AIP said. 
It did not identify the 
attackers. 

AIP said Eng. Mahmood 
was appointed acting gov- 
ernor of the province early 
on Wednesday after Mr. 
Abdul Qadir crossed into 
Pakistan as the Taleban 
advanced towards Jalalabad 
after capturing two districts 
to the west of the province. 

It said Eng. Mahmood 
and Mr. Noor were proba- 
bly on their way to 
Torkham to talk to Taleban 
representatives when they 
were attacked. 

Taleban sources in Pak- 
istan said earlier Mahmood 
bad taken control of Jalal- 
abad to prevent any law- 
lessness and would hand 
over the town to Taleban 
when the militia forces 
arrived there. 


2 Israelis . 
escape from 
Cypriot 
police 

NICOSIA 1 AFP) — Two 
Israelis being t:iken to court 
by Greek-Cvpriot police 
escaped Wednesday with 
the help of two armed 
accomplices on motorcy- 
cles and gave diemselves 
up to Turkish-Cypriot 
authorities, police said. 

Two motorcyclists armed 
with a pistol and a knife 
stopped a police car taking 
t lie handcuffed pair of 
Israelis from a prison here 
to court, and freed them, 
said Stelios Neophytou. a 
Greek-Cypriot police 
liuNpokesnian.i. •. 

The ambushers -and the 

. , two prisoners. Avi Biton. 
^21. and Siquki Samnna. 24. 
‘"’then spec! through police 
and U.N. checkpoints to 
Turkish-held northern 
Nicosia through the Ledra 
Palace crossing, he said. 

The group abandoned 
their motorbikes and 
threatened U.N. soldiers 
with knives to run past a 
barbed wire barrier, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

They were expected to 
appear in court in northern 
Nicosia on Thursday. 

The two escaped Israelis, 
from Haifa, faced charges 
in government-controlled 
southern Cyprus of pos- 
sessing and distributing 
counterfeit SI 00 hills. 

They were arrested on 
Aug. 30 w hen they tried to 
exchange fake bills at a 
bank in the tourist area of 
Lamueu. Police said they 
found S7. 1 iH) in fake bills 
in their pussession. 


Netanyahu calls for 
‘Jewish renaissance’ 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu called for a 
“Jewish renaissance'’ during a 
speech here late Tuesday 
before some 1.400 members 
of American Jewish organisa- 
tions. 

As the 50th anniversary of 
the Jewish state in 1998 draws 
near, “what we should do is 
declare a Jewish renaissance, 
reforge the bond between the 
Jewish state and the Jewish 
people.” Mr. Netanyahu said 
to thunderous applause. 

He regretted that “50 years 
after the holocaust, the Jewish 
population has the same size 
as after World War II — 12 
million when it should be 24 
nr 26 million." 

Mr. Netanyahu, urged his 
audience to send thei r 

teenagers to Israel where 
“they can be part, of rightist 
programmes, of leftist pro- 
grammes. I don’t care as long 
as they come to Israel." 

While in New York at the 
end of a two-day visit to the 
United States — the second 
since he was elected May 29 
— Mr. Netanyahu paid his 
respects at the tomb of Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel Schneer- 
son. the 92-year-old leader of 
the Lubaviich sect who was 
killed in 1994. 

His tribute, however, did not 
go down well with some 
members of leftist Jewish 
associations who said that, in 
honouring a rabbi many con- 
sidered as racist, the prime 
minister was making conces- 
sions to ultra-religious groups 
supporting his government 
back home. 

Mr. Netanyahu later was 
guest of honour ai a $7.000-a- 
plate celebration dinner for 


the 40th anniversary of the 
conference of presidents of 
major American Jewish organ- 
isations, comprising some 50 
Jewish groups representing 
5.8 million American Jews. 

Joining Mr. Netanyahu were 
Vice President AI Gore and 
his challenger in the upcom- 
ing November presidential 
elections. Republican Jack 
Kemp, both of whom used the 
occasion to press for votes. In 
1992. 80 per cent of the Jew- 
ish electorate voted for 
Democrat President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

Mr. Kemp, a former housing 
secretary, attacked Mr. Clin- 
ton indirectly by recalling 
“the misguided efforts to pres- 
sure Israel to give back the 
GolauLHeights” to Syria- 

After ..his . meeting Monday 
in Washington with Mr. Clin- 
ton, Mr. Netanyahu said he 
was willing to resume peace 
negotiations --very quickly” 
provided Syria did not precon- 
dition the talks to an Israeli 
pullout from the Golan, 
something Damascus has 
refused to do. 

Mr. Gore, in a speech pep- 
pered with Hebrew words and 
Jewish jokes jhat drew warm 
applause, told Mr. Netanyahu 
that he and Mr. Clinton were 
“proud to walk now at your 
side in our shared journey 
toward peace.” while stress- 
ing their close relationship 
with Mr. Netanyahu’s prede- 
cessor, the late Yitzhak Rabin. 

“Historians-will recall that 
Israel had never a better friend 
... than president Bill Clinton,” 
Mr. Gore said. 

Mr. Netanyahu told the 
audience lhai “with Jack. 
Kemp and AI Gore, you won't 
find better friends of Israel." 







KDP FLAG OVER SULAIMANIYEH: -Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) sup- 
porters hoist their flag atop a building in the city center in Sulaimaniyeh after 
KDP fighters had entered the northern Iraqi town after ousting rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) fighters led by Jalal Talabani (see page onel (Reuters 
photo) 


Rabin agreed to total Golan 
withdrawal, book asserts 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin promised the 
United States he would fully 
withdraw Israeli forces from 
the Golan Heights in 
exchange for a secure peace 
with Syria, according to a 
book published Thursday. 

The book, a chapter of 
which was to appear Thurs- 
day in the newspaper Yediot 
Aharonot, said Rabin agreed 
to the Golan pullout after 
receiving a message, trans- 
mitted via die United States, 
from Syrian President Hafez 
AI Assad agreeing for the 
first time to security arrange- 
ments demanded by Israel. 

According to the book, 
Rabin was willing to with- 
draw Israeli forces to the 
armistice line which set the 
braeli-Syrian frontier prior 
to June 4. 1967. 

;. At funeral services for 
Rabin, after he was assassi- 
nated on Nov. 4 by a right- 
wing Jewish extremist. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton asked 
his successor, Shimon Peres, 
if he would agree to the same 
peace conditions. 

In the book titled “The 
Man Who Did Not Know 
How To Win.” Mr. Peres, 
who had been Rabin's for- 
eign minister, was said to be 
totally unaware of the secret 
Israel i-Syrian negotiations 
that had been led by the for- 
mer prime minister. 

“Peres was furious at hav- 
ing been kept in the dark and 
immediately summoned mil- 
itary and security officials to 
find out just what commit- 
ments had been made by his 
predecessor.” according to 
the book. 

The new prime minister 
eventually decided to pursue 
contacts with Syria on the 
same basis as Rabin and was 
confident that a peace agree- 


ment could be signed with 
Damascus “within six 
months" — before Israeli 
national elections then 
scheduled for November 
1996. 

The book claims Mr. 
Assad, however, had 
changed his mind in the 
interim and was no longer 
willing to agree to Israeli 
demands concerning securi- 
ty arrangements to accompa- 
ny an Israeli pullback from 
the Golan. 

After several rounds of 
ILS. -mediated talks failed to 
produce a breakthrough. Mr. 
Peres called early elections 
for May and was defeated by 
right-wing candidate 

Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Israel's former ambassador 
to Washington, Itamar Rabi- 
novich. who the book says 
took parr in the secret Syria 
negotiations under Rabin, 
denied on Wednesday that 
any “formal agreement” had 
been reached with Mr. 
Assad. 

When Mr. Clinton arrived 
for Rabin’s funeral Nov. 6. 
he told Mr. Peres that the 
LIniled States considered 
Rabin's promise valid, and 
asked whether the new gov- 
ernment would stick by it, 
the book said. 

It said Mr. Peres was upset 
by the revelation. “Look at 
what Rabin did to me. and 
people say I’m not trustwor- 
thy,” she quoted Mr. Peres as 
saying in an apparent refer- 
ence to the longstanding 
rivalry with Rabin that pre- 
ceded the friendship of later 
years. 

However, two senior 
Israeli officials reportedly 
privy to Rabin's secret, on 
Wednesday dented such a 
promise was made. 

“Neither Yitzhak Rabin nor 
any other Israeli leader, as far 


as I know, made any com- 
mitment that was legally or 
diplomatically binding to the 
Syrians about a complete 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights,” ex -Ambassador 

Rabinovich told Israel array 
radio. 

Uri Saguy, former head of 
military intelligence under 
Rabin, also denied there was 
a secret pledge. 

In meetings with Mr. Clin- 
ton this week, Mr. 
Netanyahu reportedly said 
he wanted to start from 
scratch in the talks with the 
Syrians and would not feel 
bound by understandings the 
Rabin government reached 
with Mr. Assad. Syria insists 
the talks continue where they 
left off. 

In an interview with array 
radio. Foreign Minister 
David Levy made clear that 
Israel would not be pushed 
into talks. 

“Israel is ready to talk 
peace with Syria, but not 
through threats or dictates 
from any side.” Mr. Levy 
said. On Tuesday, the U.S. 
State Department unsuccess- 
fully tried to set up a three- 
way meeting between Mr. 
Netanyahu adviser Don? 
Gold. Syrian Ambassador 
Walid Muallem and U.S. 
Mideast coordinator Dennis 
Ross, the daily Maariv said. 

Maariv said that Mr. Gold 
waited for many hours in Mr. 
Ross' office while the Amer- 
icans spoke by phone with 
the Syrians. 

Mr. Netanyahu, mean- 
while. expressed concern 
over recent Syrian array 
manoeuvres. The prime min- 
ister reportedly told Mr. 
Clinton that although he 
does not believe Syria 
intends any offensive attack 
the army movements could 
be misconstrued. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanon to ask Oslo to extradite hijacker 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Lebanese government plans to 3$ 
Norway to extradite a Palestinian who hijacked a Bulgarian air- 
liner to Oslo this month, officials said Wednesday. Hazem Safe* 
Abdullah, 23. hijacked a Bulgarian airliner flying from Bonn 
to the Bulgarian sea resort of Vama on Sept. 2 and ordered the 
plane to fly to Oslo alter releasing the 1 50 passengers in Varna. 
He surrendered to Norwegian police after the plane landed aal 
asked for political asylum because he “feared for his life in the 
Middle East.” He was charged with hijacking and remanded in 
custody. Under Norwegian law. hijacking carries a maximum 
prison sentence of '21 years. Lebanon and Norway arc not 
bound by an extradition accord, but Lebanese Minister of 
Transportation Omar Miskawi sent a lener to Minister of Jus- 
tice Bahige Tabbara asking that extradition proceedings be 
launched. Mr. Miskawi said Abdullah should be repatriated to 
“sanction him with maximum sentences to safeguard the secu- 
rity of civil aviation in Lebanon." The transportation minister 
said the “reputation of Beirut airport" was also at stake. 

Two Iranians killed in minefield in Greece 

ATHENS (AFP) — Two Iranians were killed and two oth- 
ers injured when they stepped into a minefield after illegally 
crossing into Greece from Turkey, military sources said 
Wednesday. The accident took place overnight near Vyssa, a 
village in northeastern Greece, the sources said. Army 
experts recovered the two wounded men, who were taken to 
a hospital in the nearby town of Didymoteihou. The sources 
said the minefield was surrounded by a fence and several 
warning signs were posted around iL 

Palestinian security chief to meet rabbis 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — General Nasser Yousef, the head of 
public security for the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
self-rule government, will meet with Israel’s chief rabbis 
next week at his request, Palestinian officials said Wednes- 
day. “General Yousef asked to meet with chief rabbis Eliahu 
Bakshi Doron and Israel Lau to wish them a happy new 
year,” the official said. The chief rabbinate confirmed that 
Mr. Bakshi-Doron, the Sephardic chief rabbi, and his Ashke- 
nazi counterpart Lau would meet with Gen. Yousef in 
Jerusalem on Tuesday to mark the Jewish new year, Rosh 
Hashana. 

Arafat appoints media czar 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Yasser Arafat has appointed a Hebron 
newspaper owner to oversee all television and radio operations 
of his self-rule authority, it was announced Wednesday. Nabil* 
Amro, a member of the elected Palestinian legislative council 
and owner-director of the Palestinian daily AI Hayat AI Jadida, 
was named general director of the Palestinian Broadcasting 
Corporation (PBC). A decree issued by Mr. Arafat said Mr 
Amro. 45, would notably “organise relations between private 
television and radio broadcasters and the Palestinian National 
Authority.” Before the start of Palestinian autonomy in 1994, 
Mr. Amro was director of all Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) broadcasting companies. His newly-created position as 
chief of the Palestinian National Authority’s radio and televi- 
sion activities put Mr. Amro above Radwan Abu Ayash, presi- 
dent of the PBC and Hi sham Maki, head of Palestinian televi- 
sion. PBC radio broadcasts from the West Bank city of Ramal- 
lah. while the self-rule authority's television studios are locat- 
ed in Gaza City. The official broadcasting arm of Mr. Arafat's 
autonomy government has faced growing competition in recent 
months from fledgling private operators, mostly located in the 
West Bank. 

Palestinians dig up more wiretaps 

GAZA CITY (API — Palestinian police said Wednesday 
they have dug up more than 10 wiretapping devices they 
accuse Israel of planting around their Gaza City headquar-’ 
ters. Palestinian authorities have decided to dig beneath aO 
the places used by the Israeli army, an official said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. The official said the devices, 
which were connected to telephone wires leading to the 
police switchboard, were rigged to self-destruct when the 
power supply was cut Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
ordered a search after police uncovered a s imilar device on 
Aug. 28 that exploded when they opened it, killin g one offi- 
cer and injuring another. Police say they uncovered more 
than 10 devices since Sunday. The Palestinians believe Israel 
planted the taps before leaving Gaza in 1994. The army had 
no immediate response to the Palestinian claims. Israeli 
experts said earlier that Israel did not need such devices, since 
all Palestinian lines run through the Israeli phone company in 
Tel Aviv and could be tapped there. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROCRVMMETUO 

I5:U5 . . ..Double Dragon 

15:35 N.B A. Basketball 

19:35 Take i our Pick 

1”:(H) Nows Flush 

17:02 Cirque 

17:30 Slum — Surprise Sur 
Prise 

l**:U0 Le Journal 

l'*:15 Mjg.i/inc — IShuaia 

1«:30 News Headlines 

1**:33 Here's Luc\ — Comexh 

20:00 ..........Tamtam 

21:10 Star Trek — The Next 

Generation 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Feature Film — “Which 
W.r. Home" 

23:59 Comedy — Family 
Manors 

PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


. 114:54 


06:13 

....iStmn>e> Puha 

12:32 


16;05 


18:52 

.Maehrch 

20:10 

*Ww 


CHURCHES 

1 St. Man of Nazareth Church 
Swctfich. Tel. 8 1 1 >740 
Assemblies nftiud Church Tel. 

A3 '7X5 

^t. .Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. h.>744<). 

De la Salic Church TeL Mi 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


6223ftri 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarcnc Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Ammnn Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
"tent of Mcieon '/oyy . 

A heat wive is expected to affect 
the Kingdom. >0 temperatures 
are expected to rise gradually 
becoming 3-5 decrees centigrade 
above average and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
.Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

.Amman 18/34 

Aqaba 24/3S 

Deserts 16/37 

Jordan Valley .23/38- 

YcMenJay's high temperatures: 


Amman 32. Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent 
Aqaba 50 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 759200 

Dr. Raima Daboubi 776751 

Dr. KhaBd Abdo 657 1 29 

Dr. Abdul AVahab Awad 
846070 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

AI Ascana pharmacy .....637055 
Ai Sakun pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy >.847632 

TRB1D: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh ..250080 
AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir A! Lawzi 989601 

Khalifeb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
Gvil Defence Department 
661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 


Traffic Police .. 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assstance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Televsion 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774! 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.! — 815615' 

Electric Power Company 

63638 1‘ 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

,813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. ...644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ......845845 

ALMuasfaer Hospital 

.667227/9 

Die Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 


Al-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

A (-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka ... 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgerv ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09WS6732 
AI Htkma Modern Hospital 

.. (09)990990 

ERBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

r 02 >275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

103)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian iRJ i informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 

always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06:35 - Beirut (RJj 


York (RJ) 

11:25 

-Abu Dhabi. AJ ‘Ain 

(RJi 


12:15 

Amsterdam. Montreal. 

Toronto (RJ) 

12:15 

..- RomelRJ) 

12:30 Amsterdam. Chicago iRJ ) 

13:00. 


13:25 . 


19:30 . 

......Abu Dhabi (add)lRJ) 

2035. 


21:10. 


21->0. 

Jcdda (RJ) 

21:45, 

Bahrain. Doha (RJi 

21 JO. 

Dahran (add) fRJt 

22:00 . 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:20. 

...Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22 JO 

Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 

(RJ) 


Other Flights 

12:00 


17-IS TwtHnh fCVA 

14:40 

.Shariqah (AH) 

20J5 


20:55 

21-10. 


21:40 

„. .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23 JO 


23:25 

London (KX) 


19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 -..Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Dharan (RJ) 

10:05 Riyadh (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10-J0 .New DelhirRJ) 

10i35 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

1 IdM) .Colombo (RJ) 

17:20 .Moscow! RJ) 

17:20 Casablanca (RJ» 

17l3 0 -London (RJ) 

17:45..JvIew York. Amsterdam 
(RJi 

19:00 ....Bangkok, Culcuna (RJ) 

10:15 - Athens (RJ) 

20H)0..Abu Dhabi Ai ‘Ain (RJ) 

— Rome (RJ) 

OOriS- -Lamaca (RJ) 

01 :45 — Abu Dhabi laddd) (RJ) 

02:59 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:15 Dahran (add)iRJ) 


Other Flights 


23:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 - Rome t AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 ... .Aqaba (RW) 


07:45. 
08:45 .. 
14:30 
15 JO . 
15:30 . 
21:25 .. 
22:15.. 
23:55 
00:40 
04:00 
06:00 
06:40 


BeirttL London (BA) 

- Beirut (ME) 

Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

--Algiers (AH) 

-Cairo (MS) 

■- — -Tel Aviv LY) 

-pamascus. Paris (AF) 

—Beirut. Amsterdam (KL) 

-Rome (AZ) 

— Istanbul (TK.) 

London c.KJ 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


Grapes .42000® 

Lemon ,.._..40(V300 

Marrow (large)— 180/12® 

Marrow (small) 34050® 


10:00 Aqaba iKW) 

20:30 Aqaba (from Tel Aviv) 
(RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 puin. emj 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 aan. every 
Sunday $ 

Arc Amman 5:00 pjn. every 1 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

l/pper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple. .700500 

Banana. 600/60® 

Banana tmukhammar) .5201520 

Banana (imported) 780/500 

Carrot .330/10 

Cauliflower. 600/350 

Cucumber (large) ,170/M® 

Cucumber (small) 320/180 

Eggplant 240/150 

Fig 3001200 

Garlic 



Mulukhiah 

Onion (dry) 

J1Q/N 

16000 

Okra .... 

JlOGffW 

Pea. 

-...700500 

Pepper (hot) 

340OJ 

Pepper (sweet).... 

J80/231 

Plum 

_65OMO0 

Pomegranate 


Potato 

.250/158 


String Bean.. 


Sweet melon , 
Tomato 


..400/300 

210/120 


Jhu ^a\ ,# 


EX 




d n. 


'bde 


VR 


*535 
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HRH Princess Basina addresses an assembly of representatives of NGOs and urges 
them to maintain close ties (Petra photo) 

Women follow up on Beijing 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Basma Wednesday 
chaired a meeting of repre- 
sentatives of non-govem- 
mental ' organisations 
(NGOs) and urged them to 
maintain close cooperation 
in order to implement reso- 
lutions and recommenda- 
tions approved by the 
World Conference on 
Women, held in Beijing last 
September. 

At the meeting, the vari- 
ous organisations presented 
their plans which have a 
projected implementation 
date of the year 2000 and 
have been adapted in a 
manner suitable to the Bei- 
jing conference recommen- 


dations. 

Praising the role of the 
foreign organisations 
Princess Basma, who led 
the Jordanian delegation to 
the Beijing conference, said 
that those organisations 
promote activities 

amenable to the ameliora- 
tion of women’s status and 
participation in public life. 

The Princess stated that 
the Narional Jordanian 
Committee for Women, 
(NJCW) in cooperation 
with participating NGOs. 
will prepare a report to be 
submitted to the pan-Arab 
NGO meeting to be held in 
Amman on Sept. 22. 

The stated intention of the 


report is to provide a 
description of activities and 
programmes of all NGOs in 
the Arab World. 

Ms. Haifaa Bashir, a 
member of the NCJW, out- 
lined the main topics to be 
included in the summation 
of the Arab World organisa- 
tions, which are as follows: 
measures to fight poverty, 
the promotion equality 
between the sexes, 
improvements to health and 
other basic services, the 
d imin ishing of violence 
against women, the conse- 
quences to women of 
armed conflict, and the role 
of the media in reporting on 
women's issues. 


Jordan, Israel to further water talks 


AMMAN tJ T.) — Israel 
has positively responded to 
the issue of the resolution 
of the export of 50 million 
cubic., metres jmcm) of 
water stipulated’ under the- 
terms of the 1994 peace 
treaty and ‘Jordanian and 
Israeli teams will soon con- 
vene talks to work on the 
issue. Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Samir Kawar 
announced Wednesday. 

During his first official 
visit to Jordan in early 
August. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
pledged that his govern- 
ment will initiate "serious 
steps rewards resolving the 
water question with Jordan. 

Israel, which controls 
common water resources, 
has tailed to provide Jordan 
with an extra 50 mem of 
water this year as outlined 
under the peace treat). 

However. Mr. Kawar said 
in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
Wednesday that serious 
bilateral talks will soon 
help implement the provi- 
sions of the peace treaty’s 
supplements which deal 
with water apportionment. 

Mr. Kawar stated that as 
Israel and Jordan are acti- 
vating the peace agree- 
ments there is no foresee- 


able reason for Israel to 
object to the construction of 
the Al-Wahdah dam on the 
Yarmouk River, which 
adjoins three borders: Jor- 
dan. Syria and Israel. 

! bast month. a: joint- Jor- 
danian-Syrian panel met in 
Damascus to reiterate a 
1987 commitment to build 
the dam on the Yarmouk 
River, a branch of the Jor- 
dan River. 

Mr. Kawar said that work 
on the dam “which was 
originally scheduled to be 
constructed in 1992 was 
postponed due to lack of 
funds which were then esti- 
mated at S450 million. Jor- 
dan and Syria were to have 
obtained the funding from 
the World Bank but Israeli 
objections to the construc- 
tion plan prevented the 
implementation of the pro- 
ject," said Mr. Kawar. 

“Since the Yarmouk River 
runs along the borders of 
the three countries they all 
must concede approval for 
the construction of the dam 
but now that the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty is in 
effect Israel is unlikely to 
object to the project," he 
said. 

Last month, Israeli Envi- 
ronment and Agriculture 
Minister Rafael Eytan criti- 


cised the Jordanian-Syrian 
project as a violation of the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

Meanwhile Wednesday 
Mr. Kawar signed • a JD 
1S.657 million deal with a 
consortium of Jordanian 
German firms to construct a 
sewage system and build a 
wastewater treatment plant 
benefiting the greater Irbid 
region and capable of serv- 
ing 244,000 citizens. 

At the signing ceremony, 
Mr. Kawar emphasised the 
mini stry's bid to balance a 
concern for environmental 
protection with the needs of 
a growing population in its 
provision of sanitary ser- 
vices. 

According to Mr. Kawar, 
the German Development 
Bank will provide a loan to 
cover 70 per cent of the 
total cost of the project, 
with the balance to be paid 
by the state treasury. 

He said that the plant is 
slated for construction at 
Wadi A1 Arab nearly 15 
kilometres northwest of 
Irbid and will potentially be 
able to treat 20,800 cubic 
metres daily. 

The project will be imple- 
mented in 730 days. 


Senator joins hands with Muslim clergy 
to ensure equal legal treatment for women 


By Rana Husseini 

• Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A leading 
Muslim clergyman and a 
women human rights 
activist Tuesday night criti- 
cised parliament for the 
indefinite delay of its dis- 
cussion concerning a poten- 
tial revision of the Civil 
Status Law. 

The Civil Status Law 
(CSL) is the law which 
governs marriage, divorce 
and other general matters 
pertaining to family affairs. 

"A committee was formed 
recently which revised the 
current civil law and made 
some adjustments to ensure 
women's equality but 

unfortunately this project is 
locked in the drawers of the 
parliament." said Senator 
Na’ela Rashdan, a strong 
advocate for women’s 

equality. 

The senator stated her 


views during a two-hour 
lecture held at Faiha's 
Charitable Society in 
Shmeisani entitled >4 Civil 
Status Law and Women's 
Rights in Islam." 

Senator Rashdan criti- 
cised the current law by 
pointing to several articles 
in the laws which, she felt, 
needed to be amended to 
secure more rights for 
women. 

‘This law is descriptive 
and it does not fully enfran- 
chise women as does the 
Sharia (Islamic Law),'* she 
explained, 

“We want to enact a law 
which is not partial to men, 
but treats all parties as 
equal under the law,” she 
continued. 

Arbitrary divorce is one 
of the main problems which 
threatens women's security. 

“We have many cases of 
women who have spent 20 
or 30 years with their hus- 


bands only to find them- 
selves suddenly divorced 
and with no suitable means 
of support.” 

In the current civil law, 
the husband is obliged to 
pay alimony for one year. A 
current draft law has 
amended this suggestion to 
a five-year duration. 

“One year or five is not 
enough to compensate their 
wives. I am proposing that 
the woman be granted an 
alimony until she remar- 
ries,” the senator said. 

The legal age of marriage 
should be amended, Ms. 
Rashdan explained empha- 
sising that the existing law 
allows couples to marry 
young. 

The legal age for mar- 
riage for males is 16 and for 
females it is 15 years of 
age. 

“Marriage is a big respon- 
sibility, so is this a suitable 
age for someone to get mar- 


ried?" asked Ms. Rashdan. 

She also suggested 
amending the law whereby 
in the case a woman is 
divorced, the divorce be 
concluded in front of a 
judge, giving the judge the 
right to rule on such matters 
as alimony and child cus- 
tody. 

Under the existing law. a 
man has the right to divorce 
his wife with neither her 
knowledge nor her pres- 
ence in court. 

“Women are usually the 
disadvantaged side as they 
are often not financially 
solvent and so this proce- 
dure will save them a lot of 
time and effort,” she said. 

Chief Islamic Justice 
Sheikh Izzeddin AI Kbatib 
AlTamimi, the Royal advi- 
sor on religious affairs, also 
spoke at the lecture and said 
the Civil Status Law was 
based on the principles of 
Sharia and the interpreta- 


tions made by the Olama 
(scholars). 

"The current civil law has 
its own philosophy, bases 
and goals and is linked to 
the Islamic Sharia," Sheikh 
Tamimi explained. 

He added that the Jordan- 
ian legislation created the 
civil law by adopting differ- 
ent interpretations of Islam- 
ic scholars. 

He added that the basic 
principles include marriage 
and the- family, which 
Sheikh Tamimi said are two 
of the fundamental tenets in 
Islam. 

And yet Senator Rashdan 
insisted that when the draft 
law is revised, new articles 
should be taken from the 
Sharia ro insure equal jus- 
tice in front of the law. 

“If it is necessary to 
change any article in the 
Civil Status Law, we hold 
no plainr against it," Sheikh 
Tamimi told the gathering. 


French win 
10.8m 
contract to 
build silo 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
French Corporation Gerico 
France has won a JD 10.8 mil- 
lion contract from the Min- 
istry of Supply to build a 

100.000 tonne capacity grain 
silo near Irbid to serve the 
northern regions. 

Minister of Supply Munir 
Sobar Wednesday signed the 
deal with the company’s gen- 
eral manger, Pascal Dard and 
said that 52 per cent of the 
project will be financed by a 
French loan to Jordan while 
the rest will be covered by the 
state treasury. 

“Under the terms of the 
agreement, in 450 days Geri- 
co France will commence 
implementation of the project 
in conjunction with, a consor- 
tium of French and Jordanian 
companies.” said Mr. Sobar. 

‘The current grain silo in 
the north has a capacity of 

50.000 tonnes and the hew 
one will have double that 
number, raising the combined 
capacities of the country's 
silos lo 455,000 tonnes," the 
minister added. 

The new project will cater 
to present and future grain 
storage needs in an attempt to 
accomodate natural popula- 
tion growth in the north and is 
expected to facilitate govern- 
ment purchases and storage 
of grain in the silos. 

' French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajoet stated 
that his government had 
granted Jordan a loan of 40 
million French francs to help 
finance the project as pan of 
French efforts to suppon the 
national economy. 


Thesis promotes diversification 
of Amman urban structure 


By a Jordan Times 
staff reporter 

AMMAN - Jordan is 
moving towards adopting 
and implementing sound 
regional and city planning 
but it has to step up the 
pace to be successnil in 
coping with the require- 
ments of the natural 
growth of its urban and 
rural centres. This is one 
of the key assertions of a 
doctorate thesis on human 
settlement submitted b'y a 
Jordanian student 1 at' the 
Kiev University for Archi- 
tecture. 

Majdah Yakhlef, who 
worked at the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment for three years 
before enrolling in the 
university, argues that the 
situation behoves a 
sweeping change ■ in the 
mind set of planners 
which should be further 
supported by political 
decisions to succeed in 
streamlining conditions in 
Jordan in terms of region- 
al and city planning. 

“First of all there have to 
be political decisions,” 
Ms. Yakhlef told the Jor- 
dan Times. Sbe agreed 
that regional and city 
planning comes with its 
price for society and the 
government, but main- 
tained that without such 
plans both society and the 
government will face 
more problems that they 
are capable of solving. 

The key question, she 


said, is whether to begin 
addressing the problem 
now or to delay until some 
future date when solutions 
, become more complex. 

According to - Ms. 
Yakhlef. the various 
dilemmas which Jordan- 
ian cities confront today, 
beginning with Amman in 
which the most salient 
problem is ever-increasing 
traffic congestion, are the 
result of the absence of 
sound regional - and city 
planning over the decades. 

'“THere has io be d mas- 
ter plan,” she said. “With- 
out such a plan there can 
be no streamlining of the 
situation that we face 
today." 

One of the key means to 
do so, she continued, is to 
“decentralise” Amman 
and regulate its growth. 
This would mean moving 
some of the government 
departments, courts, and 
related offices to other 
than their current loca- 
tions. This would also 
serve the goal of develop- 
ment in other areas. “This 
should have been done 
years ago, but it is not yet 
too late “ she said. “[How- 
ever] if measures are not 
taken now, then there will 
be chaos in a few years’ 
time and the process of 
streamlining will become 
very complex, particularly 
as the relative underdevel- 
opment of the outlying 
areas automatically pro- 
duces migration from the 
rural areas to urban cen- 
tres. 



Majdah Yakhlef 

In her thesis, Ms. 
Yakhlef writes: “It is obvi- 
ous that high standards of 
social and general eco- 
nomic development in any 
country make real natural 
phenomena less influen- 
tial in regional division. 
Rural elements have a far 
more prominent position 
in structural regional 
building.” 

Jordan is classified into 
■ four distinct regions: the 
north, the capital and sub- 
urbs, the central areas and 
the south. Amman, Salt 
and Zarqa are often jointly 
affiliated. 

Parallel to a “decentrali- 
sation” of Amman, there 
should be strict enforce- 
ment of rules related to the 
classification of land in 
and around the capital, she 
said and cited an example. 

“If the rules were actual- 
ly enforced, one would 
not locate the Fifth Circle 
area where it is today 


because the plots there 
were classified as agricul- 
tural land.” she told the 
Jordan Times. 

Ms. Yakhlef blamed 
“connections" which 
landlords maintain with 
the authorities concerned 
for what she saw’ as gross 
encroachments of zoning 
regulations. 

“When it comes to such 
a vital issue as regional 
arid city planning, no con- 
sideration should be given 
to personal- interests, and 
laws and regulations must 
be strictly enforced,” she 
said. “If there is no strict 
enforcement of the laws 
and regulations, then the 
problem can only continue 
to grow to a point where 
resolutions will either no 
longer exist or they will 
no longer be economically 
feasible.” 

In fact, she added, sound 
city and regional planning 
through a master plan 
would cost the govern- 
ment much less than it 
does today when various 
ministries and department 
are actually duplicating 
each other’s work. 

“At the same time, I am 
very encouraged to note 
that the authorities have 
moved towards a master 
plan, but I believe the 
pace of the move should 
be accelerated,” said Ms. 
Yakhlef. 



FILM 

$ “Farid Belkahia" at Darat Al JFunan, Jabal Weib- 
deh on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

4 Performance bv American Jazz duo JamesLfna* 
hon and Thomas Hynes at Al Qasr Hotel on Thurs- 
day at 9:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

4 “Summer *96" exhibition at Darat Al Fomin, 
Jabal Weibdeh (including sculptures fry Vera 
Tamari. photographs of Jordanian 
Ammar Khammash, writs by contemporarj Arab 
artists, a mosaic exhibition, and others), until O 8. 

4 Works bv artists from France, Algeria, Turkey 
Morocco, and Egypt entitled “Tapis Volan^ ame 
French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until bept. 
24. 

- Wrought-iron exhibition by Sa tim Bandak at Kan 
Zaman (Tel. 756449), until Sept. lo. 


Defendants say police 
shot French diplomat 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two men 
accused of shooting and 
wounding a French envoy 
in the Wadi Mujih area last 
year. Wednesday told Lhe 
criminal court that they had 
been framed and that “it 
was the police who shot 
the French diplomat.” 

Salem Abdullah Jardat 
and Ahmad Qassem are 
standing trial at the crimi- 
nal court on charges of the 
attempted murder of Lhe 
former secretary' at the 
French embassy, Gilles 
Heine on Feb. 24, 1995. 

Testify ing in front of the 
eoun. the defendants, both 
22, claimed they were 
framed by security forces 
and that their confessions 
were elicited under duress. 

“We were struggling with 
the French [diplomat], and 
the police were shooting in 
our direction, and when 
they saw that he was hit by 
one of their bullets, they 


charged us with the shoot- 
ing incident,’’ they told the 
court 

The two men claimed to 
have been hunting birds in 
the Wadi Mujib area and 
stated that when they went 
to the rest area a police unit 
in the vicinity asked them 
to stop. 

“But as we were carrying 
an unlicensed gun with us 
we chose to run — we did 
not want to get in trouble 
with the police,” they main- 
tained. 

They said they came 
across the French couple 
and asked them for a ride, 
but instead “the French 
man (Mr. Heine.) started 
struggling with us as he 
misunderstood our inten- 
tion.” 

The French couple was 
visiting a tourist scene in 
Wadi Mujib when the inci- 
dent occurred. 

The defence attorneys 
presented a medical report 
indicating that the bullet 
fired at Mr. Heine was not 


shot from their client’s gun. 

The two defendants, a 
school messenger and a fur- 
niture shop assistant, are 
also ■ standing trial at the 
State Security Court on 
charges of plotting to carry 
out extremist attacks, pos- 
sessing illegal arms and 
explosives and manufactur- 
ing hand-made explosives. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the two allegedly 
started planning to target 
tourists who visited Wadi 
Mujib in 1994. The docu- 
ment said that they made 
explosive devices and 
wanted to overpower a 
tourist bus in that area, but 
that their plans were 
deterred by the presence of 
security forces in the area. 

Presiding Judge Abdul 
Ruhman Tawfiq postponed 
the case for Sept. 30 to hear 
the defence and prosecuror 
general's closing argu- 
ments. 


Seminar to combine business 
savvy with environment concerns 


By Samir Hjjjawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Some 80 chief executive 
officers and managing directors of lead- 
ing industries and public enterprises in 
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, the West 
Bank and Gaza Friday are gathering at 
the Forte Grand Hotel in Amman for a 
discussion of ways that business and 
industry can improve their economic and 
environmental performance. 

The four-day meeting to be held under 
the patronage of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, is being organised 
by the Geneva-based International Acad- 
emy of the Environment together with 
the ' Sustainable Business Associates 
(SB A), according to Karim Zein, SB A 
president.- 

He told the Jordan Times that the meet- 
ing is the first of its kind to be held in the 
Middle East and is part of a programme 
known as DELTA (Developing Environ- 
mental Leadership Towards Action) and 
will be organised under the theme of 
"Catalysing Business and Industry to 
Take Action on the Environment." 

Through workshops, which have been 
slated to take place throughout the next 
two years in the Near East, North Africa, 
the Gulf States, as well as Europe, 


DELTA will mobilise a broad range of 
actions on the part of local business and 
industry and. stimulate collaboration in 
tackling environmental challenges, said 
Mr Zein. 

He also stated that delegates will 
debate the pressures exerted on industri- 
alists and business communities to com- 
ply with global standards and specifica- 
tions designed to protect the environ- 
ment 

He said that the meeting, which will 
combine the expertise of 24 economy, 
finance, banking' and management spe- 
cialists from Europe, is expected to ori- 
ent the participants on how’ environmen- 
tal leadership can enhance competitive- 
ness, open new market opportunities and 
avoid extraneous business risks. 

The Jordanian Businessmen Associa- 
tion (JBA) and the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology (HCST) will 
participate in the- meeting. 

Mr. Zein said that the Amman gather- 
ing is expected to result in the creation of 
a DELTA Near East Network and will set 
the framework for action and follow- up 
activities in the region. 
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U.N. approves anti-nuclear 
treaty; signing to begin soon 


n. 
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UNITED NATIONS (R) -> 
Decades after protests and 
debates against the atom 
bomb, the Genera! Assemb- 
ly overwhelmingly en- 
dorsed a treaty banning 
nuclear explosions in the 
atmosphere, underground or 
in any other environment. 

“This was a treaty sought 
by ordinary people every- 
where, and today the power 
of that universal wish could 
not be denied." U.S. Am- 
bassador Madeleine Al- 
bright told the 185-seat 
Assembly Tuesday. 

The 158 to 3 vote calls for 
the document, known as the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty or CTBT, to be open 
for signature by individual 
nations. President Bill 
Ginton, who cancelled fur- 
ther U.S. tests in 1993. 
plans to sign the treaty at the 
United Nations on Sept. 24. 
U.S. officials said. 

But the treaty does not 
enter into force before 44 
countries with nuclear po- 
wer reactors sign the docu- 
ment and ratify it through 
their parliaments. Neverthe- 
less, experts believe that 
their signature alone oblig- 


ates nations to abide by the 
treaty’s provisions. 

■‘How easy would it be 
now for anyone to conduct a 
nuclear test?" said Austra- 
lia's ambassador. Richard 
Butler, who is credited with 
organising the lopsided 
vote. 

In Washington, a senior 
U.S. officials said Mr. 
Clinton intends to ask the 
Senate for approval as soon 
as possible but not deposit 
final ratification papers 
until the other seven known 
or undeclared nuclear states 
do so also. 

"Pakistan will watch In- 
dia. India will watch China 
and China will watch Rus- 
sia. who in turn will be 
watched by the United 
States, Britain and France 
and nobody is going to 
leave Israel out,“ he said. 
“The eight are not going to 
dribble in one at a time." 

All rive declared nuclear 
weapons stares have im- 
posed voluntary moratori- 
ums on testing. The United 
States. Russia and Britain 
stopped testing between 
1 990 and 1992 while France 
and China ended blasts only 


several months ago. 

Three other non-declared. 
nuclear states are believed 
to have coven nuclear pro- 
grammes — India. Pakistan 
and Israel. 

India has vetoed the treaty 
in the Geneva-based confer- 
ence on disarmament which 
negotiated the pact and has 
vowed to block it from 
becoming international law. 
Pakistan indicated it would 
not sign until India did. 
Israel supports the pact. 

Only Libya and Bhutan 
supported India in casting a 
negative note in the assem- 
bly. Five other countries — 
Cuba. Lebanon. Mauritius,. 
Syria and Tanzania — 
abstained and another 19 
nations were absent or 
could not vote. 

Indian delegates told the 
Assembly that their govern- 
ment would prevent the 
treaty from ever becoming 
law, mainly because the 
nuclear powers refused to 
set any kind of timetable for 
ridding themselves of their 
atomic arsenals. 

Many other delegates 
agreed with India's criti- 
cism but decided the treaty 


Colombian vice-president resigns 


BOGOTA. Colombia (R) 
— Colombia’s vice presi- 
dent resigned Tuesday, say- 
ing President Ernesto Sam- 
per's alleged ties to drug 
barons had undermined the 
government's credibility 
and were tearing the coun- 
try apart. 

Humberto De La Calle. 
who declared open rebel- 
lion against Mr. Samper by 
demanding his resignation 
last week, announced his 
departure from the vice 
presidency in a letter to 
Senate President Luis Fer-- 
ISindo Loriddno that he 
diode public at a packed 
news conference in Bogo- 
ta’s Tequendama Hotel. 

The letter, dated Sept. 8. 
warned that Colombia “ap- 
pears to be falling to pieces” 
in the face of a sharp eco- 
nomic slowdown and 
unprecedented surge in left- 
ist guerrilla activity that a 
weak central government 
seemed barely able to con- 
tain. 

“The crisis situation the 
country is living through is 
unusually grave. The back- 
drop. the principal cause ... 
is the lack of credibility af- 
fecting the president for rea- 
sons that are known to 
everyone.” his letter said. 
“The deteriorating national 
situation leads one to think 
that what is at stake here is 
the social and democratic 
viability of the nation.” 

Mr. De La Calle urged Se- 
nate leader to consider his 
call for a government of 
'National Unity’ to lead Co- 
lombia out of its deepening 
crisis. But he conceded that 
Mr. Samper “has decided 
that he should continue tin 
power) despite the serious 



Colombian Vice-Presi- 
dent Humberto De La 
Calle talks to the press 
about his resignation in a 
hotel in Bogota. Mr. De 
La Calle resigned Tues- 
day (Reuter photo) 

ills that Colombia is suffer- 
ing.” 

In an interview with the 
RCN Radio Network, 
before making his formal 
resignation announcement, 
Mr. De La Calle urged the 
embattled Samper to follow 
in his footsteps for the good 
of the nation. “I’m sacrific- 
ing myself and hope the 
president will do the same,” 
he said. 

He said the government’s 
loss of credibility because 
of charges that Mr. Samper 
used millions of dollars in 
drug money to finance his 
1 994 election campaign 
was irrevocable and he was 
“personally disgusted” by 
what happened during the 
campaign. 

“What sort of morale can 
we ask of the security forces 
when there's a credibility 
crisis at the top of the exec- 


utive branch?" Mr. De La 
Calle asked. 

One of the most powerful 
offensives by leftist rebels 
in decades has humiliated 
Colombia's military in the 
last two weeks and sparked 
widespread concerns that 
insurgents are gaining the 
upper hand after more than 
30 years of war. 

In his letter to the Senate, 
Mr. De La Calle said: 
“Guerrilla groups have be- 
come a force that in the 
short term it doesn’t seem 
realistic to even think about 
defeating/’ He said the ®bv- ; 
ernnjeotieexned barely afcle^ 
to iaraais£the rebel ad-:.' 
vance. 

Mr. De La Calle. a politi- 
cal ally of former President 
Cesar Gaviria. has been 
unscathed by the campaign 
finance scandal. 

He became Mr. Samper’s 
running mate after losing to 
him in a primary but has 
never been considered close 
to Mr. Samper and had little 
to do with his campaign. 

He was appointed Colom- 
bia's ambassador to Spain 
soon after the election — a 
job that he held concurrent- 
ly with the largely ceremo- 
nial post of vice president 
— but resigned in July and 
returned home last week 
after a Florida vacation. 

Mr. Samper, who has re- 
sisted repeated calls for his 
resignation, has appeared 
unfazed by Mr. De La 
Calle’s public break with 
him so far. He huddled with 
leaders of the ruling Liberal 
Party shortly after Mr. De 
La Calle resigned and aides 
said he would move quickly 
to name a replacement. 


Diana angered by archbishop’s 
‘actress and schemer’ jibe 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana has ac- 
cused the former head of 
the Church of England of 
“treachery” after "he des- 
cribed her as an actress 
and schemer, a newspaper 
said Wednesday. 

The Daily Mirror, a pop- 
ular tabloid, said the prin- 
cess vented her anger 
against former Archbishop 
of Canterbury Robert R un- 
de at a private party. 

“I’m appalled. I’ll never 
forgive him for this. It's 
particularly upsetting be- 
cause I’ve always held 
him in the greatest esteem. 
I thought he was a sup- 
porter of mv position in 
my divorce and a personal 
friend. It's treachery.” she 
reportedly told friends. 

In a series of taped inter- 
views that formed a hing- 
rnphy released Monday, 
Arch. Runcie. who mar- 
ried Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana at Si. 
Paul's Cathedra! in 1981. 
said he saw curly cracks in 
the marriage long before 
they became puhlic. 

Princess Diana also 
claimed that Arch Runcie 


had doublecrossed her 
before by leaking details 
of a personal meeting she 
and her ex-husband had 
with him before they were 
married. 

"Prince Charles was 
absolutely furious. He said 
he felt we had been 
betrayed. 1 was very upset 
myself,” the newspaper 
quoted her as saying. 

In the interviews which 
were taped three years 
ago. Arch. Runcie also 
spoke about Princess Dia- 
na's grandmother Lady 
Ruth Fcrmoy. “Ruth was 
very distressed with Prin- 
cess Diana's behaviour... 
She (Ruth) was totally and 
wholly a Charles person... 
and regarded Princess 
Diana as an actress, a 
schemer — all of which is 
true, of course." Ife said. 

“I don't know what will 
become of her. Sad really, 
and I feel a desire lo supp- 
pnrt her.” Arch. Runcie 
added. 

‘Hie hiography. pub- 
lished less than a month 
alter the couple's di- 
vorced. has caused a sen- 
sation. In die hook Arch. 


Runcie said he thought the 
royal marriage had been 
arranged. 

“We thought it was an 
arranged marriage but my 
view was. ‘they're a nice 
couple and she’ll grow 
into it,”' said Arch. Run- 
cic. 

Arch. Runcie also said 
he knew about Prince 
Charles’s relationship with 
old flame Camilla Parker 
Bowles, adding “that was 
what worried Ruth Fer- 
moy, about his needing a 
women lo love and be 
cared for by. And also that 
Princess Diana would ne- 
ver he under control until 
she fell in love with some- 
one." • 

The man who led the 
Church of England lor 1 1 
years. From 1 980 to 1991. 
has expressed unhappiness 
about what he says were 
private comments finding 
their way into the biogra- 
phy called Hie Reluctant 
Archbishop. 


needed to be supported any- 
way. Said Iran's Deputy 
Foreign Minister Javad 
Zarif: “We are left with one 
choice — a choice between 
having a flawed treaty or 
abadoning the treaty alto- 
gether an unwanted choice 
indeed.” 

But India's delegate, 
Arundhali Ghose,- did not 
mince words. “I would like 
to declare on the floor of 
this august assembly that 
India will never sign this 
unequal treaty — not now, 
not later. As long as this text 
contains this article. 

This treaty will never 
enter into force,” she said 
in reference to India’s being 
named as one of the 44 
nations who had to ratify 
the treaty. 

Australia's Butler specu- 
lated that Ms. Ghose ’s com- 
ments left some room for 
manoeuvre in future discus- 
sions on the treaty. If nor 
enough states ratify the pact 
within three years, a review 
conference will be held to 
discuss steps- members 
could take to make the 
treaty international law. 


‘Hutus’ kill 
15 as Burundi 
reels over 
archbishop’s 
murder 

BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Hutu rebels killed 15 peo- 
ple in an attack and a sepa- 
rate ambush, the Tutsi- 
dominated Burundian army 
announced Wednesday as 
the country reeled over the 
assassination of its arch- 
bishop. 

; Army spokesman Lie'u^ 
Tenant-Colonel Isaie Nibizi 
said that the rebels Tuesday 
attacked an army post 
where displaced people 
had taken refuge at Gara in. 
the northwestern Bubanza 
province. 

A soldier, seven civilians 
and six of the rebels were 
killed. Col. Nibizi said, 
while three soldiers and 
eight civilians were injured 
in the raid. 

Bubanza is one of the 
most troubled provinces in 
the small central African 
nation, where ethnic strife 
between extremists of the 
Hutu majority and the army 
has claimed more than 
150.000 lives in three 
years, according to Am- 
nesty International. 

In a separate attack, Hutu 
rebels ambushed two vehi- 
cles on the main RN1 
Highway near Bugurama. 
35 kilometres east of Bu- 
jumbura. killing a civilian 
and wounding another, as 
well as injuring a soldiers 
who was escorting the ve- 
hicles. 

Soldiers were still search- 
ing Wednesday for the 
body of Burundi's Roman 
Catholic archbishop. Joa- 
chim Ruhuna, Col. Nibizi 
told AFP two days after the 
cleric was assassinated in 
an ambush which has sent 
shock waves throughout the 
count ry. 

A vehicle carrying Ru- 
huna and six other people 
was attacked Monday eve- 
ning in the centre of this 
highland nation. 

The army reported that a 
deacon said he found the 
car ablaze shortly after the 
attack, with [he bodies of 
the archbishop and a nun 
burning inside. 

He said he pulled the 
bodies out and went for 
help, but ihal the archbish- 
op's body had disappeared 
by the lime he returned. 

Col. Nibizi said the body 
of another nun and a 
woman accountant had 
been recovered, hut that the 
other three people in the 
vehicle — two high school 
girls and the driver — were 
still missing. 

The army blamed the 
attack on Arch. Ruhuna, a 
Tutsi who outspokenly 
condemned violence by sill 
panics to the conflict, on 
rebels. The guerrillas ac- 
cused I he army of canying 
il mil. 
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President Bill Clinton waves to the crowd before making an address at the Gateway 
Middle School in St Louis Tuesday (Reuter photo.) 

Clinton lashes Dole in ads; 
Perot selects running mate 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill 
Clinton Tuesday lashed out at Bob Dole in 
two television commercials, while Texas 
billionaire Ross Perot introduced a little- 
known anti- free trade economist as his run- 
ning mate. 

Mr. Perot said during a half-hour televi- 
sion campaign ad that Mr. Choate, an acad- 
emic and determined critic of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
was an expert on economic policy and 
would play a key role in his campaign. 

“He knows the system. He knows what’s 
wrong with it. We agree what’s wrong with 
it. His views are your views out there across 
America,” said Mr. Perot, who is running 
for the fledgling Reform Party he founded 
and financed from, his own pocket. 

. With Mr. Perot 'trailing in the polls at 
around five per cent, his failure to persuade 
a national figure to run with him on his tick- 
et unlikely to revitalise his prospects. 

In other developments. Sen. Dole, who is 
also looking for a shot in the arm. arranged 
a meeting with Republican members of 
Congress Wednesday to steady nerves 
about his and their election prospects. 

The latest CNN/USA Today tracking poll 
showed Mr. Ginton’s lead over Sen. Dole 
unchanged at a substantial 21 percentage 
points. 

.But Mr. Clinton is not sitting on his lead. 
He, stayed on the offensive wirh a new 
advertisement attacking Sen. Dole for 
opposing the popular Family and Kledical 
Leave Act. which allows employees to lake 
unpaid time off for family emergencies. 

“Bob Dole led a six-year fight against 
family leave. Twelve million have used 
leave but Dole’s still against it,” the com- 
mercial says. 

Sen. Dole campaign spokeswoman 
Christina Martin reacted indignantly, call- 
ing the advertisement a “moral outrage 
...nasty and spiteful.” 

A second advertisement decried Sen. 
Dole for raising taxes throughout his career. 
“Bob Dole: 35 years in Washington, 35 
years of higher taxes,” an announcer 
declares. 

Sen. Dole last weekend denounced ihe 
Family Leave Act as unwarranted govern- 
ment intrusion and said the federal govern- 
ment should leave such matters to states 
and local communities to regulate. 

Campaigning in Kansas City Tuesday. 
Mr. Clinton rejected Sen. Dole's criticism. 
“I just respectfully disagree. 1 ihink we 
were right to do it. ... It’s not a big radical 
step. It's pro-family and pro-work,” the 
president said. 

Sen. Dole's meeting with congressional 
Republicans was dearly designed to calm 
fears that the Nov. 5 election is shaping up 
as a disaster for the party. 

Republican leaders put a positive spin on 
the meeting. Senate majority leader Trent 
Lott said its purpose was to discuss the leg- 
islative agenda and receive a briefing on the 
presidential campaign. 

“I think there’s plenty of time for them to 
get their message of economic growth out 
to the public .... I think there’s a long way 


between now and the election in November 
and I’m counting on a very competitive 
campaign,” Sen. Lott said. 

Mr. Perot got 19 per cent of the vote in 
1992 but is currently trailing with about 
five per cent in the polls, making his partic- 
ipation in upcoming presidential debates 
open to doubt 

Dole and Clinton campaign offidals plan 
to hold their first negotiating session 
Thursday to discuss the rules of the debates, 
the first of which is tentatively scheduled 
for Sept. 25 in St Louis, Missouri. 

Meanwhile the Independent Commission 
on Presidential Debates will announce next 
Monday whether it believes Mr. Perot 
should take part. Its recommendations, 
while not binding on the campaigns, will 
carry substantial weight. 

The commission is proposing three presi- 
dential debates and one between vice presi- 
dential candidates on four successive 
* Wednesdays starting on Sept. 25. 

Sen. Dole spent the day in Louisiana try- 
ing to shore up his southern Republican 
base. He pushed his 15 per cent income tax 
cut and blamed Mr. Ginton for increased 
drug use by teenagers. 

At a rally in the small Louisiana town of 
Baker. Sen. Dole derived Mr. Ginton’s 
claim that another four years of his 
Democratic administration would be a 
' bridge to a brighter American future: 

“Which bridge to the future is right for 
' America? My opponent would build a 
bridge of higher taxes and more teenagers 
using drugs, of a government-run health 
care system, more liberal judges, an econo- 
my producing fewer jobs and more and 
more and more government.” Sen. Dole 
said. 



Republican presidential nominee Bob 
Dole waves to a guest at a backyard 
“Listening to America” forum in St. 
Petersburg. Florida (Reuter photo) 


Former Clinton aide evaded White 
House confidentiality agreement 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Former Ginton campaign 
strategist Dick Morris hid 
his plan to write a lucra- 
tive book by evading a 
While House agreement 
that he not disclose what 
he learned as an insider, 
the Washington Post 
reported Wednesday. 

The newspaper quoted 
knowledgeable sources as 
saying Mr. Morris signed 
a White House ennfiden- 
tiality agreement in 1995. 
but almost immediately 
began negotiations with 
Random House to write a 
book about his experi- 
ences in the campaign. 

When his 1995 contract 
expired, Mr. Morris swift- 
ly made a secret $2.5 mil- 
lion deal to write the book 
and then resisted signing a 
new employment agree- 
ment, 

Mr. Morris abruptly 
resigned as top strategist 
in President Bill Clinton's 


re-election campaign two 
weeks ago when a $200- 
an-hour Washington call- 
girl said in an inlerview 
with the Star, a supermar- 
ket tabloid, that she had 
had a year-long affair with 
him. She said his pillow 
talk had included plenty 
of inside White House gos- 
sip. 

The Post said officials in 
the White House learned 
of Mr. Morris's book deal 
only w hen the Star quoted 
her as saying Mr. Morris 
was regularly making 
notes for a forthcoming 
book. 

The newspaper quoted 
Mr. Morris as saying that 
he was not under contract 
to the Clinton campaign 
when he made Ihe deal 
with Random House and 
had no obligation lo reveal 
his plans until next year 
under any legally binding 
disclosure rule. 

The Post quoted one 


Democratic strategist as 

saving Mr. Morris repeat- 
edly refused to sign a new 
employment contract with 
the campaign after his 
1995 contract expired on 
Dec. 31. 

He signed a deal with 
Random House less than 
two weeks later on Jan. 
1-. the newspaper said. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry told the 
post Mr. Morris never 
revealed that he was 
working on a book and he 
maintained that the con- 
sultant was obliged to 
eonic forward with the 
in formation voluntarily. 

The Post also quoted 
Random House publisher 
Harold Evans savin° it 
didn’t bother tiim^ to 
acquire a book under such 
circumstances. “|f (here 
are any problems here 
they are Tor the author! 
not me. he told the paper 
m an interview. 




Schoenberg 
archive to end up 
in Berlin 4 

BERLIN (AFP) — The = 

Schoenberg Institute, com. • 

prising viitually the whole ^ 
legacy of composer Arnold 

Schoenberg (1874-1951) * 

is to move to Berlin from. ;! 
the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles. ?>• 
The Beilin Regional Go* " 
vemment decided Tuesday 
to house the collection, 
containing the composer’s 
handwritten scores, corie* 
spoodence and library, && 
new building on die ParisSc 
Platz. Tbe archive’s Vtinle 
is estimated at between $33 
and $48 million, and Bed& 
was in competition with 
Vienna, the Hague and the E-? 
U.S. universities of Har- L 
-ard and Vale. to play host 
to it. 


Cartoonist talks 
Clinton into 
caricaturing himseif ^ 

ST. LOUIS (R) — Presi- (,i 
dent Bill Ginton drew his |l* 
own caricature at the be- 
hest of Pulitzer Prize-win- " 5 
ning political cartoonist 
Mike Luckovich, depicting - ■ 
himself as “a typical politi- ■' 
dan ... saying one thing : f 
and thinking another” Mr. /- 
Clinton came up with a rea- 
sonable likeness, complete 
with bags under his eyes >: 
and a thought balloon to bis 1 
left reading: “How did I 
ever get talked into this. :; 
Maybe Luckovich should -- 
be president" On the right 
side of the drawing Mr. ,; 
Clinton showed himself 
saying: “Hey, Mike. Now I ' - 
feel ray pain I’m no good 
this.” Mr. Luckovich ins- v; 
pected the drawing and - 
quipped, “Now I can tin- - 
derstand why he’s working : 
so hard to keep his day 
job” 

Pavarotti may be 
too pricey for Hong 
' Kong’s 1997 party 


HONG «ONG (R) — 

China is rethinking plans to *•&■* ■ 
invite Italian tenor Luciano - ■ * 

Pavarotti to Hong Kong’s r - ' ' 
1997 handover celebra- - ; r ■ ' " 
tions because he’s so ex- : 

pensive, a newspaper re- — ' 
ported Organisers were re- : ir - : - ; - 
considering plans to fea- 
ture Pavarotti and magician 
David Copperfield in the r 
handover party because^ *-"• 
they wanted at least 7 mil- 1 ; 7| ' 
lion Hong Kong dollars 
($897,000) each to per- » , , 
form, the South China jflCmTC 
Morning Post said. Nego- 

tiations for Copperfield rTiO' 

had started with his request b\|iu,.jj r p. 
for more than $7 million md '* 

and Pavarotti wanted “even ^ 
more than that” the paper heij -... 
quoted Raymond Wu, a ^ r l * 
member of the Chinese 
committee overseeing - 
Hong Kong’s return to 
Bei Jing. : * r .... 


■■ njr* rr 

Hugh Grant W. !c 
hooker held on 
prostitution charges ^ 1,c 

LAS VEGAS (R) — Di- 
vine Brown, the Holly- 
wood hooker made famous ' 'ODp,' 
after she was arrested en- 
gaging in a sex act with f: ‘ 

British actor Hugh Grant, n&p/!/ 
has been arrested again on :i 


prostitution charges, '..-'•aiis 
Vegas police said. Ms- : 
Brown was arrested at the I ® I; 
MGM Grand Hotel and 
Casino in Las Vegas in a 
"Sting" operation by vice * ^ 
squad officers, police said. •'Id 
She was charged with loi- 
tering for the purpose of 
prostitution, aiding and ^p ni 
abetting prostitution and iu, 
resisting arrest. M r 


U.S. rescuers find 
that ‘stranded’ 
whale is plastic 

KEY WEST, Florida (R) 
— The U.S. Coast Guard 
responded with typical 


sending a crew aboard an 
inllaiable boat to search faj 
ihe stranded mamnuB 
However, ail they reco v ‘ 
ered was a four fool-long 
(six- metre) plastic whal£ 
with the word “Shariiu' 
written on its side. Shiuna 
is a ihe name of a kill* r 
whale ihai stars at a pep u ’ 
hir ocean-themed park. 
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Puerto Rican children play along the beach as the area braced for hurricane Hortense (Reuter photo) 

Hurricane moves toward the Bahamas 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (R) — Puerto Ricans remained 
out of reach of raging waters early Wednesday, as continu- 
ing rains worsened tremendous flooding left by hurricane 
Hortense that swept through Tuesday, leaving seven dead. 

Pedro Rossello, governor of the U.S. territory, told an 
evening news conference that there were at least seven dead 
and four missing after Hortense’s floods and mudslides. 

In the Dominican Republic, brushed by Hortense after its 
trek through Puerto Rico, officials said that three fishermen 
were lost in high seas in the Bay of Samana off the 
Northeastern coast Tuesday afternoon. 

But the final toll was likely to rise after floodwaters 
receded and the long cleanup from Hortense began. Spotty 
telephone service and impassable roads made it difficult for 
Puerto Rico's emergency officials to get accurate informa- 
tion about the destruction. Officials in the Dominican 
Republic, while noting they had been spared the worst of 
Honense's wrath, said they were still assessing damage. 

* “Happily, we had little damage, but we will evaluate the 
information now arriving from provincial governments,’' 
Dominican Vice President Jaime David Fernandez, who 
heads the National Emergency Commission, told a news 
conference. 

Although Hortense spent hours off the Dominican coast 
Tuesday, most of its power was east of its centre, away from 
the shore, lessening damage from its high winds and rains 
though high seas lashed beaches, trees and power lines fell 
and families were evacuated from coastal zones. 

Mi7.Rossello. in a news conference broadcast on local 
radio, urged residents to stay inside for safety from the ris- 
ing waters and.said he had asked for a federal disaster dec- 
laration from Washington. 

“There’s still danger of flooding tonight. Stay in your 
houses, homes or shelters.” he said. “The people of Puerto 
Rico have shown that when confronted with a crisis, they 
know how to respond." 

The 24-hour deluge broke rainfall records throughout the 
island, including 23 inches (58 cm) recorded at Rio 
Mameyes. 

And forecasters said the battered island faced even more 
water. 

' > “Additional rainfall of three to five inches, possibly high- 
‘ er over mountainous areas, is possible over Puerto Rico 
during the next day or two," the National Hurricane Centre 


said Tuesday night. 

Mr. Rossello gave a preliminary estimate of at least SI 27 
million in agricultural losses, topping SI 00 million lost dur- 
ing 19S9's hurricane Hugo, a stronger storm with less rain. 

Nearly 7.000 Puerto Ricans were expected to spend the 
night in Red Cross shelters. Authorities said that virtually 
the entire northeast portion of the island was under water. 

Ninety-five per cent of the island was without power for 
hours, although electricity returned for many Tuesday 
night. 

The U.S. Coast Guard dispatched helicopters to help 
locate and rescue families stranded by the fast-rising 
waters. 

“There are whole communities on the rooftops in some 
places,” said Petty Officer Brandon Brewer. 

Hortense bad moved on a westward track into the Western 
Caribbean, moving over the island of Guadeloupe as a trop- 
ical storm Sunday. But it stalled and gained strength 
Monday before taking a turn toward the northwest, moving 
over Puerto Rico before dawn and heading over the eastern 
Dominican Republic later Tuesday. 

At 5 a.m. edt (0900 GMT), Hortense’s centre was at lati- 
tude 20.6 north and longitude 69.9 west, or abour 160 kilo- 
metres southeast of Turks Island and moving northwest at 9 
rapb (17 kph), the National Hurricane Centre said. The 
storm was about 1,280 kilometres southeast of Miami. 

Maximum sustained winds were near 80 mph. just above 
hurricane strength, heading toward the Bahamas. But fore- 
casters called Hortense':* rains an example of the danger 
carried by even a category 1 hurricane. . 

Hortense also was expected to strengthen as it moved 
away from land and over the warm waters of the tropical 
Atlantic over the next 24 hours. 

Hurricane warnings were posted for the entire north coast 
of the Dominican Republic, the Turks and Caicos Island 
and the islands of the southeastern Bahamas. A tropical 
storm warning and a hurricane watch were in effect for the 
north coast of Haiti, and a hurricane watch was up for the 
central Bahamas. 

The National Hurricane Centre said it was too early to tell 
whether or where Hortense would strike the mainland 
United States, but said Honense's track likely would keep 
it east of southern Florida as it moved north over the next 
few days. 


Hashimoto hints at snap election next month 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Ha- 
shimoto indicated Wednes- 
day that a snap election 
would be held next month 
following repons that he 
would dissolve parliament 
in late September for an 
Ocl 20 poll. 

“In order to settle diplo- 
matic issues from now on, it 
is necessary to have a stable 
political base wiih the sup- 
pon of public trust.” he told 
a luncheon at the National 
Press Club in Tokyo. 

Mr. Hashimoto said June 
quarter gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) data expected 
Friday would be a major 
factor determining when 
parliament would be dis- 
solved. along with the issue 
\pf Okinawa where a week- 
-end referendum called for 
cuts in U.S. bases — the 
result of growing anti-U.S. 
sentiment on the island fol- 
lowing the rape of a 12- 
year-old schoolgirl by three 
American servicemen there 
last year. 

The prime minister also 
said that the government 
“should not treat foreign 
guests badly," apparently 
referring to visits to Tokyo 
by German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl and French Pre- 


sident Jacques Chirac in late 
October and November. 

Mr. Hashimoto said earli- 
er that he would bring for- 
ward talks on dissolving 
parliament with the other 
two leaders of the ruling 
coalition if the governor of 
Okinawa delays signing 
documents forcibly renew- 
ing leases for U.S. bases. 

“If Okinawa Governor 
Masahide Ota’s political 
judgement is delayed, I will 
have to hold a meeting at 
the earliest possible date," 
he was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Ota met with Mr. Ha- 
shimoto Tuesday and. after 
promises of increased cen- 
tral government aid for the 
southern island prefecture, 
said he would decide 
whether to sign the docu- 
ments renewing the leases 
after returning to Okinawa. 

During the luncheon. Mr. 
Hashimoto cited efforts to 
resolve the Okinawa issue 
as a major achievement of 
his eight-month-old govern- 
ment along with disposing 
of failed housing loan com- 
panies and strengthening 
ties with Washington. 

“Before calling a snap 
election, I thought we had to 
achieve some progress in 
Okinawa which would be 


acceptable to the Okinawan 
people so we can see some 
direction before making up 
our minds," be said. 

But Mr. Hashimoto said it 
was also important that the 
economy was on a “sound 
track” following Japan’s 
worst recession since World 
WarD. 

“Before making up my 
mind, we need to see the 
GDP results and consider 
whether we need to intro- 
duce a supplementary bud- 
get.” he said. “We also need 
to confirm the reactions of 
the Okinawan people to my 
meeting with Okinawa Go- 
vernor Oul I don’t deny that 
these issues are occupying 
my mind." 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Seiroku Kajiyama, the offi- 
cial government spokes- 
man. was quoted as saying 
earlier Wednesday that the 
government was ‘TialF way 
towards dissolving parlia- 
ment and calling a snap 
election. 

“We have taken half a step 
towards making a decision 
on the timing of the dissolu- 
tion,” he reportedly told a 
regular news conference. 
But “we have not yet 
reached the stage of actually 
making a decision.” 


Under the Japanese con- 
stitution, an election must 
be held by July next year 
and within 40 days of par- 
liament being dissolved. 

The Mainichi and Nihon 
Keizai newspapers reported 
Wednesday that Mr. Hasbi- 
moto was likely to call an 
extraordinaiy session of 
parliament on Sept. 27, a 
few days after a meeting 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in New York. 

Under this scenario, de- 
signed to exploit an expect- 
ed success in resolving the 
Okinawa issue and reaf- 
firming security ties bet- 
ween Tokyo and Washing- 
ton, he would then call a 
snap election for Oct. 20, 
the newspapers said. 

But Kyodo News said the 
vote might be delayed until 
Nov. 3 or 10, depending on 
the reactions of the Liberal 
Democratic Party’s coali- 
tion partners — the left- 
wing Social Democratic 
Party and the centrist New 
Party Sakigake. 

Jiji Press, meanwhile, said 
that Mr. Hashimoto was 
considering plans to visit 
Okinawa later this month to 
show voters his determina- 
tion to resolve problems in 
Okinawa. 


Le Pen embroiled in new race row furore 


PARIS (AFP) France's extreme-right leader Jean-Marie 

Le Pen faced calls for his prosecution Wednesday amid a 
mounting barrage of criticism over his claims that blacks 

and whites are different and unequal. , 

The opposition Socialist Party called on France s Justice 
Ministry to “open the necessary legal procedures and pun- 
ishtheracist comments of Jean-Marie Le Pen as appropri- 


ate 


l r 


But as anti-racist groups and polinc.ans from ail the man 
parties united in condemnation, the leader of the 
grant National Front was defiant, insisting the furore had 
been artificially Stirred up. 

TheTow is just the latest in a senes of controversies 
involvin'* Mr. U Pen, who once said the killing of Jews in 
world war II was “a point of derail of history. 

?et he ertioyfpublFc support, winmng lS per cen, ot the 
vote in last year’s presidential elections in France. 


The comments which sparked the row were on French 
radio Monday, Asked if he stood by an earlier claim about 
the inequality of races. Mr. 1-e Pen said “All I did was say 
what everyone thinks. 

“In the Olympic games there is a self-evident inequality 
between the black race and the white race. I note that the 
races are unequal ... this is a fact.” 

Justice Minister Jacques Toubon, while acknowledging 
that Mr. Le Pen's comments were based on racist ideology 
and should be rejected, was cautious about legal action. 

“As a citizen, I condemn, reject and denounce all ideas 
and proposals that are based on racist impulses, feelings, 
ideology, wherever they come from," he said, bur warned 
against resorting too quickly to legal measures. 

“I advise everyone, at all rimes, to be very attentive to 
constitutional and legal rules. One does not play around 
with the principles of democracy.” 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Priday, September 12-13, 1996 

China’s top brass urged to send 
warships to Diaoyu Islands 


BEUING (Agencies) — 
More than 100 Chinese na- 
tionalists Wednesday urged 
China’s top military leaders 
to send warships to the dis- 
puted Diaoyu Islands to tear 
down structures built by 
Japanese rightists. 

“We will not hesitate to 
safeguard her (the Diaoyus) 
with our blood and lives,” 
reads a copy of a letter that 
seven nationalists in Beijing 
sent to Communist Party 
chief Jiang Zemin and die 
four vice-chairmen of the 
party’s Central Military 
Commission. 

Nationalists from six 
provinces also sent letters to 
the military leaders calling 
for warships to escort resi- 
dents of China. Taiwan or 
Hong Kong heading for the 
Diaoyus, a group of small, 
uninhabited islands in the 
East China Sea claimed by 
Beijing, Tokyo and Taipei. 

Japanese Coast Guard 
ships have kept several Tai- 
wanese boats away from the 
islands in recent days. An- 


gry Taiwanese lawmakers 
have urged their govern- 
ment to deploy military for- 
ces to assert its claim in the 
escalating sovereignty dis- 
pute with Japan. 

The seven Chinese who 
signed the Beijing letter 
included leading playwright 
Wu Zuguang, London- 
based World War U corre- 
spondent Xiao Qian, and 
retired General Huang Yu- 
zhou. who fought invading 
Japanese troops from 1937- 
45. 

Copies of the letters were 
sent by fax to Reuters. 

The response of China’s 
military commission, which 
is headed by party chief and 
state President Jiang, was 
not immediately available. 

A group of Hong Kong 
activists, members of the 
Association for Democracy 
and People’s Livelihood, 
are in Beijing to present to 
Chinese authorities a peti- 
tion signed by 15.000 peo- 
ple urging the government 
to get tough on Japan's 


claim to the islands. 

On Tuesday, Beijing 
lodged a strong protest with 
Tokyo and called in its 
charge d'affaires in Beijing, 
warning of serious damage 
to bilateral ties if Japan 
failed to stop its rightists 
from setting foot on the 
islands. 

China said Japan must not 
allow the structures built by 
the nationalists to remain on 
the islands. 

The islands, known in Ja- 
panese as the Senkakus, lie 
east of China’s southeastern 
Fujian coast, west of Ja- 
pan’s Okinawa Island and 
northeast of Taiwan. 

Disputes over the islands 
resurfaced in recent months 
after the Japanese national- 
ists built a lighthouse and a 
war memorial on the islands 
in an attempt to bolster To- 
kyo's claim to them, spark- 
ing a wave of protests by 
Chinese across the region. 

Members of the Nihon 
Seinen-Sha (Japan Youth 
Federation) sailed to the 



Demonstrators burn a model of a Japanese warship outside the Japanese Consulate 
In Hong Kong Wednesday. The demonstrators were protesting Japan’s claims over a 
group of islands in the East China Sea known as the Senkakus in Japan and the 
Diaoyus in China (Renter photo) 


islands Monday and re- 
paired the makeshift alu- 
minium lighthouse, which 
was damaged by a typhoon 
last month. 

Tokyo has supported the 
group's moves, mobilising 
patrol boats to repel private 
Taiwan vessels that have 
tried to reach the islands in 
recent days. 

Japan's persistent moves 
to assert sovereignty over 
the islands have angered' 
Chinese in China, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macau, 
uniting the region despite 
political differences. 

University students in 
Beijing have applied to 
police for permission to 
stage a demonstration, but 
authorities have been reluc- 
tant to approve the applica- 
tion and were trying io pla- 
cate [he students, a Chinese 
source has said. 

The Taiwanese govern- 
ment came under increased 
pressure Wednesday over 
its handling of Japan's 
claim to the island. 

Ex-co * : cts joined groups 
of h • . ives and students 

at two Taipei train stations 
to sign an anti-Japanese pe- 
tition, while a campaign to 
boycott Japanese products 
is brewing. 

“President Lee Teng-Hui 
is a turtle, not daring to de- 
fend Taiwan’s rightful claim 
over Diaoyu Island. He is 
afraid of the Japanese,” said 
the director of the Re- 
formed Convicts Centre. 

Mr. Lee has appealed for 
calm and a peaceful settle- 
ment of the issue but even 
some right-wing MPs have 
called for a force to be sent 
to the islands. 

Stella Chen, an apposition 
Democratic , Progressive 
Party National Assembly 
member, is joining with rul- 
ing Kuominfangcolleagties 
to send a IOO-vessel protest 
flotilla to the:; islands .on 
Sept. 21. j* 

“The government must 
take a tougher stance ins- 
tead of making soft state- 
ments,” she said. 


Computers 
may help 
communicate 
with coma 
patients 

BIRMINGHAM, England 
(R) — British scientists 
have said they were start- 
ing experiments that could 
help doctors communicate 
with people in comas. 

Steve Roberts and col- 
leagues at London’s Imper- 
ial College of Science and 
Technology said be hoped 
to use a “hairnet” of elec- 
trodes, connected to a com- 
puter, to “read” an uncon- 
scious person's thoughts. 

“There are a lot of people 
who have had severe in- 
jury, come out of coma and 
tell of a nightmare situation 
of being conscious of their 
surroundings but utterly 
unable to communicate in 
any way,” Mr. Roberts told 
a news conference. 

“It is hoped in a lot of 
these cases patients will be 
able to respond to this 
analysis and we would be 
able to assist their rehabili- 
tation out of coma. There’s 
even a glimmer of hope 
that we might be able to 
say ‘there’s someone in 
(here/ which will be of 
some comfort to the 
patient” 

Mr. Roberts, speaking at 
the British Association for 
the Advancement of 
Science annual festival in 
Birmingham, said he had 
already done tests on con- 
scious volunteers in which 
the computer predicted, 
with 80 per cent accuracy, 
when they were about to 
move their fingers. 

Mr. Roberts said he could 
ask the coma patients to 
think about moving a fin- 
ger, If they could hear, they 
could think and the com- 
puter could pick this up. It 
could be used to set up a 
simple "yes or no” type of 
communication system, he 
said. 


Indonesian opposition leader holds 
party meeting at new headquarters 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Indo- 
nesian opposition leader 
Megawati Sukarnoputri 
Wednesday held a meeting 
with party officials from 
across the country, despite 
the lack of official recogni- 
tion of her faction. 

‘This meeting is to con- 
solidate and have one per- 
ception from all the branch- 
es and to receive reports 
from the regions,” Ms. 
Megawati told reporters at 
her new headquarters in 
East Jakarta which official- 
ly opened last week. 

The meeting, attended by 
members of the Indonesian 
Democracy Party (PDI) 
representing all but one of 
the country’s 27 provinces, 
was the first since her 
ouster as party leader by a 
government-backed splinter 
faction in June. 

“The branches reported 
that grass-roots support for 
my leadership has remain 
unchanged despite constant 
intimidation from - the au- 
thorities,” a tired and tense 
Megawati said. 

Ms. Megawati also met 
Wednesday with 18 repre- 
sentatives of non-govern- 
mental organisations from 
the United States, the Phi- 
lippines, Thailand, Germa- 
ny. Hong Kong and South 
Korea, one of the delegates 
said. 

He would not elaborate on 
the discussions. 

Indonesian government 
and military officials have 
said she is no longer the 
leader of the PD1 and that 
her party activities are 
“unlawful.” 

The removal of Ms. 
Megawati, daughter of pop- 
ular founding President 
Sukarno, from the former 
PDI headquarters triggered 
rioting in Jakarta on July 
27, which has. been fol- 
lowed by a government 
crackdown on political op- 
ponents. 

Ms. Megawati is contest- 
ing her ouster as PDI chair- 
woman in court and has 
said that pending a coun 
decision she remains the 



Megawati Sukarnoputri 

party’s leader and will con- 
tinue to act accordingly. 

She said Wednesday her 
faction was preparing a list 
of candidates for next 
year’s parliamentary elec- 
tions, scheduled for June, 
despite the government’s 
statement that it would 
reject her list. 

Asked what she planned 
to do for the 1997 elections 
should Jakarta continue not 
to recognise her leadership, 
Ms. Megawati said that “we 
have a plan in progress, but 
we won’t divulge it until 
next year.” 

The government has de- 
manded the three officially 
recognised parties — the 
ruling Golkar, the Muslim- 
oriented United Develop- 
ment Party and PDI — sub- 
mit their lists of candidates 
by Sept. 16 for stale 
approval. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia’s 
'National Commission on 
Human Rights has given the 
government data on 74 peo- 
ple it said were still missing 
after the riots. 

The move came in res- 
ponse to a demand by Presi- 
dent Suharto last week that 
the government-appointed 
commission back its claims 
with evidence. 

*'We have submined a list 


of the names and addresses 
of the people we have 
declared missing to the offi- 
cial who requested it,” com- 
mission member Arnold 
Baramuli was quoted as 
saying by the Media Indo- 
nesia daily, declining to 
name the official. 

The commission last 
month said there were five 
dead, 149 injured and 74 
missing. The government, 
which blamed the violence 
on the people’s democratic 
party (PRD), said four peo- 
ple died and 28 were in- 
jured. It made no mention 
of missing people. 

Mr. Baramuli said the 
commission’s figures were 
more complete because 
“people reported it honestly, 
without a feeling of fear or 
of being under pressure.” 

Ms. Megawati said Wed- 
nesday that she knew peo- 
ple were killed during the 
PDI. headquarter raid on 
July 27, but declined to 
quote a number “as this 
matter is so sensitive” and 
said the authorities may 
possibly force her out again 
from her current headquar- 
ters. 

Authorities have arrested 
PRD leader Budiman Sujat- 
miko, several other party 
members and independent 
labour leader Mukhtar 
Pakpahan. 

All face subversion 
charges, for which the max- 
imum penalty is death. 

Scores of government 
critics continue to be ques- 
tioned in the cases of Mr. 
Sujatmiko and Mr. Pakpa- 
han. Ms. Megawati has 
been questioned three 
times, the last one Tuesday, 
for over 10 hours. 

Asked whether she could 
be charged as a suspect in 
the future, she said it was 
“possible.” 

“Just give me your pra- 
yers that I will not become a 
suspect." she said. 

Jakarta's crackdown has 
been widely condemned 
abroad and led to the post- 
ponement of planned U.S. 
sales of F-16 fighter planes. 
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Euphoria is dissipating 

THE CONVENING on Saturday of an emergency 
meeting of Arab foreign ministers in Cairo to discuss 
the Middle East peace process is further evidence 
that all is not well with the peace talks on the level of 
Palestine, Syria and Lebanon. Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat is scheduled to take part in the meet- 
ing to signal his disappointment with his peace nego- 
tiations with the Israelis in spite of and after his his- 
toric handshake with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu last week. The euphoria gen- 
erated by the landmark meeting between the two 
leaders seems to b? quickly dissipating in the wake 
of little or no sign that there is action on the ground 
especially with regard to the redeployment of the 
Israeli army in and around Hebron as mandated by 
the Oslo peace accords. The snail pace of talks on 
this track is taking its toll on confidence in the abil- 
ity or willingness of the Israeli prime minister to 
move effectively away from his hardline position 
declared during his election campaign. The much 
hoped for change of heart on the part of the Likud- 
led government has yet to materialise in spite of 
some initial reports that moderates or pragmatists 
within the Likud hierarchy are moving in the direc- 
tion of reasonable accommodation with the Palestin- 
ian people. 

The situation on the Syrian front is even worse 
judging by statements emanating from the Israeli 
leadership. Netanyahu was more than blunt when he 
ruled out the return to the point where the Israeli- 
Syrlan negotiations were left off during the rule of 
former Prime Minister Shimon Peres. “I must point 
out,” said Mr. Netanyahu on the eve of his depar- 
ture to Washington for talks with President Bill 
Clinton, that my government was elected on a pro- 
gramme different from that of the previous cabi- 
net ^ 

“Those who want us to adopt the same positions as 
our predecessors,” added the Israeli leader, “do not 
understand a thing about Israel’s democratic 
process.” 

In fact people do know about democracy in Israel. 
What is not easily understandable, though, is how a 
democratic nation would renege on treaty commit- 
ments that previous governments had undertaken 
on behalf of the country. The first symbol of a truly 
democratic rule is to respect what was agreed upon 
by former leaders. Otherwise there would be chaos 
in the world if newly-elected governments turn their 
backs to accords duly made by previous administra- 
tions. As long as Israel is talking about democracy, 
its new leadership must be reminded that 
international order and legitimacy would be serious- 
ly jeopardised if democracy would mean the repu- 
diation of what was freely negotiated and agreed 
upon by predecessor cabinets. There is, therefore, no 
sense in Israel saying that they accept to resume 
peace talks with Damascus with no conditions 
attached as Netanyahu boasted during his visit to 
Washington. The Israeli prime minister cannot fool 
anybody with his offer to talk peace unconditionally. 
Of course, there are conditions; respect for legiti- 
macy and international resolutions are caveats that 
are binding on all including Israel. The Arab League 
foreign ministers' emergency meeting therefore will 
have a lot on Us hands when they meet in a couple of 
days. Israel must be served with clear notice that 
business will not be conducted as usual as long as it 
drags its feet on the remaining tracks. Peace in the 
area is indivisible. Unless it is comprehensive it will 
not last 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER for AI Ra'I daily discussed the outcome of 
the recent developments in northern Iraq saying that both 
Washington and Baghdad have claimed successes. The 
U.S. administration for its pan claimed to have inflicted 
huge losses on Iraqi missile launchers and radar installa- 
tions without incurring a single casualty, but the Iraqis 
claim a far bigger success by claiming they regained con- 
trol of northern Iraq, said Mahmoud Rimawi. Indeed, the 
Iraqi government succeeded in forging an alliance with 
the Barzani faction which now dominates most of Iraq’s 
Kurdistan region, thwarted American plots against the 
Baghdad regime and bolstered its stand on the domestic 
front, noted the writer. Furthermore. Baghdad succeeded 
in winning the support of Gulf states as well as Syria. Jor- 
dan and Egypt in the face of Turkey's declared plans to 
establish a buffer zone along the border with Iraq togeth- 
er with these countries' disapproval of American or any 
other foreign interference in Iraq’s internal affairs, he said 

AL DUSTOUR daily Wednesday expressed pessimism 
over the prospects of the resumed lsraeli-Palesrinian nego- 
tiations, saying Israel’s actions on the ground contradict its 
claims that it seeks genuine peace. The negotiations which 
resumed after a break of several months are taking place 
while the Palestinians continue to face a siege and while 
the Israeli authorities are going ahead with plans to build 
settlements on Arab lands and declaring that they would 
keep Jerusalem the united capital of Israel with total dis- 
regard to Arab rights, said the paper. Indeed the negotia- 
tions were resumed following heavy pressure exercised on 
the Netanyahu government by Europe, the Arabs and from 
inside Israel too forcing the Israeli premier to open con- 
tacts with .Arafat and the Palestinian leadership only as a 
tactic to gain more time, continued the doily. The actions 
of the Israeli government conflict with ms statements 
about peace and the Israeli procrastinations with regard to 
the redeployment of forces in Hebron and the implemen- 
tation of the Oslo accord manifest the Netanyahu govern- 
ment's insincerity in pursuing peace, it added. 


The View from Academia 


Dr.. Ahmad Y. Mt doubeh 


The role of the pulpit 
and constructive sermonising 


BECAUSE OF the powerful influence of religion on the 
lives of many of us, Friday preachers play an important 
role in shaping public opinion. Such a role, however, could 
be made use of, much more so than is happening at pre- 
sent. to affect the course of many matters and concerns 
more directly and constructively. 

Last Friday, I attended a sermon in which the imam was 
talking about the characteristics of a good teacher and the 
need to bridge the gap between the home and the school. 
It was one of the best sermons I have heard for years. 

For one thing, it is refreshing to hear about something 
other than politics (in the narrow sense of the term). There 
is nothing wrong in imams addressing political issues 
because politics is essential to us and because the imam is 
supposed to play a leadership role. What is wrong, how- 
ever, is the tendency to overpoliticise. Politics. Friday after 
Friday, is a bit boring. Too much of a good thing is nega- 
tive. What is more negative, however, is: a) the lack of 
intelligent analysis in many political senmons and b) the 
tendency to look at issues from very narrow angles (those 
from which the imam's own political party looks 
through?). 

It is a nice change then to have sermons which address 
some of our daily problems and concerns. Education is one 
of these. The imam is right: The teacher shoulders many 
crucial responsibilities and he needs all the devotion and 
power he can muster to execute such responsibilities ably 
and successfully. The some applies to parents, whose edu- 
cational role is perhaps even more important than that of 
the teacher. 

There are days when I want to hear something about traf- 


fic, something about our civil servants, something about 
our carpenters and mechanics, something about the envi- 
ronment, something about litrering, and so on. When 1 go 
to the mosque on Friday. I expect (nay demand) to hear 
something about what is of concern to me and many wor- 
shippers. 

The second reason why I liked the sermoQ is related to 
the imam's intelligent way of dealing with the matter. He 


We want an Islam that works from 
within the state , taking an active 
part in the debate about what 
should be and should not happen 


was precise, clear and to the point. There was no unneces- 
sary beating around the bush, no dramatisation and no fnv- 
: oious metaphors. Some imams address their audience the 
way you address a baby who has just learned how to smile. 
They are too patronising and condescending. 

Respect of the audience is a crucial matter. Our society 
has changed, and there is hardly anyone among the audi- 
ence who does not have a Tawjihi certificate, a bachelor's 
degree, or a master’s. 

There is a third reason why I liked this particular sermon. 
When the imam was discussing the importance of the 


teacher's role, he made mention of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion's efforts to upgrade the level of teachers’ perfor- 
mance. He lauded the ministry for such efforts and for 
some of its specific plans. He pointed to a couple of gaps 
in the plans and to some negative practices on the part of 
some teachers. 

I-was pleased to see an imam talking as an insider and 
not as an outsider. When many imams tackle matters, they 
almost always give you the impression that they are out- 
siders, as if they belonged to a country outside this coun- 
try and a society outside this society. 

This, of course, ties in with the overall role of Islam. Do 
we want an Islam which works from within the state, tak- 
ing an active (but also responsible) pan in the debate about 
wbat should and should not happen, or an Islam which 
works cynically or subvensively from without it? I believe 
that we want the former. In some Arab/I slaraic countries, 
Islamists (whatever that means) work from the outside and 
most often mock, deride, belittle and resort to means 
which the majority does not approve of. 

The sermon last Friday represents then a positive phe- 
nomenon which we wish to see more of. The pulpit is an 
excellent tool for constructive change and reform, well- 
used; abused, it can be either irrelevant or damaging. The 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs is called upon to 
pay increased attention to the training, certification and 
upgrading of the imams’ quality and level of performance. 
Let them get involved positively and constructively in the 
present debate about how we should conduct ourselves 
presently and in the days ahead We wont more insiders. 
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U.S. reaction to Iraq shows lack of political direction 


By G. H. Jansen 

WITHOUT MEANING to, 
the American “Desert Strike" 
operation has been of great 
service to the whole world 
because it has brought about a 
basic readjustment of the 
power relations on the 
international scene. 

This has been brought 
about by a near-tool collapse 
of the dominant position of 
the U.S. as the sole super- 
power. that is to say the 
devaluation, the degradation 
of that position. 

For when the U.S. called 
upon its allies to support it in 
its policy of hitting Iraq with 
“cruise" missiles so as "to 
teach Saddam Hussein a les- ' 
son" because he sent his army 
into the prohibited area of the 
northern Kurdish “safe 
haven.” many if not most of 
those allies simply refused to 
follow the U.S. lead. 

Since then the whole world 
has been asking why the 30- 
strong 1991 Gulf war coali- 
tion has shrunk to fewer than 
10 countries, with Britain, 
Germany. South Korea, Israel 
and Kuwait being the back- 
bone of support The U.S., 
embarrassed by the lack of 
approval, has tried to fudge 
the numbers. Thus, those 
countries which staved silent 


on the diplomatic front, like 
Saudi Arabia, or did not say 
“no" to “Desen Strike.” were 
counted as saying “yes" and 
as supporting “Desert Strike” 
(apologists claimed they were 
supportive behind the 
scenes). But. in fact, Saudi 
Arabia, hitheno totally sup- 
portive of the U.S., joined 
Jordan and Turkey in refusing 
Washington the use of its air- 
fields for strikes against Iraq. 

The reason why there has 
been such a drastic diminu- 
tion in the support formally 
given to the Americans by 
Arab states is quite simple: 
The U.S. promised the Arab 
■governments, that if they 
joined the 1991 “Desert 
Storm" operation the U.S. 
would pressure Israel to 
implement U.N. resolutions 
on withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab territory. But that 
has not happened because 
U.S. West Asia policy is still 
under the control of the pro- 
Israel Jewish American 
lobby. 

“Desert Strike" has also 
stirred up hostile reactions 
because the U.S. plunged into 
the attack without any prior 
consultation, even with its 
friends like France and Egypt 
This behaviour was altogeth- 
er too arrogant for them to 
accept Indeed the Western 


European group, which met 
at foreign ministerial level at 
a conference at Tralee in Ire- 
land last weekend, was so 
divided on Iraq that it could 
not produce a consensus reso- 
lution. 

Besides diminishing the 
hegemonic power of the sole 
remaining supeipower. 
“Desen Strike" also has 
encouraged the reemergence 
of the other former superpow- 
er as a counterweight to the 
U.S.. a development which 
the U.S. naturally does not 
welcome. For many years 
“that ; other, power was, of 
course, the Soviet Union, 
which, when communism 
collapsed, virtually disap- 
peared from the world scene, 
leaving it to the U.S. to 
bestride the globe like some 
colossus. 

However, for some time the 
Soviet Union’s successor, 
Russia, has been showing 
signs of restiveness, even of 
revolt against being reduced 
to a minor player. And that 
uneasiness was transformed 
into direct opposition to the 
U.S. when Russia, in the 
Security Council, threatened 
to veto a British resolution, 
supported by the U.S., which 
would have condemned Iraq 
without making any mention 
of the U.S. attack. After four 


days of consultation the coun- 
cil gave up trying to reach 
agreement 

Such a display of an active 
and independent policy by 
Russia could transform the 
U.N. which could resume its 
former role as a world body, 
representing world interests, 
and not simply carrying out 
orders from the State Depart- 
ment 

This trend towards indepen- 
dence has been given impetus 
because countries which for- 
merly allied themselves 
closely, with the U^. now say 
boldly arid critically that 
"Desert Strike" had little to 
do with Iraq’s actions and 
everything to do with Bill 
Clinton's presidential election 
campaign and his attempt to 
show he has "leadership qual- 
ities.” In fact it was not Clin- 
ton's leadership that produced 
“Desert Strike” but rather the 
persistent and nagging criti- 
cism made by Bob Dole 
about Clinton's lack of lead- 
ership that had the effect of 
producing firm decisions and 
prompt action. 

On the military front, any 
government that aspires to be 
tiie major world power has to 
have ready to hand a weapon 
of awe-inspiring destructive 
might. The “cruise” missile 
was to be one such weapon 


but both the 1991 “Desert 
Storm" operation and “Desen 
Strike" have shown it to be 
much less effective and effi- 
cient than the claims the U-S. 

. makes for iL It is not invul- 
nerable, because some “cruis- 
es” have been shot down. 
And it is surprisingly ineffi- 
cient because half of the 44 
missiles launched on SepL 2 
and 3 did not hit their targets 
or failed to explode while oth- 
ers- did not take off at all 
because programming their 
guidance systems took too 
long. 

Politically “Desert' Strike” 
has achieved the exact oppo- 
site of what was expected. 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein, the target of the opera- 
tion, has emerged not weak- 
ened or humiliated but, it is 
generally agreed, strength- 
ened. And he may emerge 
greatly strengthened since his 
Kurdish ally, the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP), has 
secured control over the “safe 
haven” when Sulaimaniyah 
fell to the KDP on Monday. * 

One of the objectives of 
"Desen Strike” was supposed 
to be to fend off Iranian inter- 
ference or influence in the 
area, but here again the oppo- 
site is happening because one 
of the Kurdish protagonists 
whose constant waning led to 


the crisis, the pro-Western 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), has threatened to 
appeal to Iran if it did not 
receive assistance from the 
U.S. and its Western allies. 
But this is not going to hap- 
pen because the U.S. has 
already announced that it will 
not intervene in what it calls a 
“Kurdish civil war." Those 
words indicate very consider- 
able American disenchant- 
ment with the Kurds and per- 
haps even a willingness to 
permit Baghdad to indirectly 
reassert its .sovereignty in 
northern iniq. 

the contradictory results of 
“Desert Strike" make one 
point very clear The U.S. has 
no thought-out, long-term 
policy on the Kurdish ques- 
tion. But does the U.S. have 
such a policy on any major 
issue? Exposure of such a 
lack of political direction fur- 
ther weakens U.S. credibility 
and influence. 

The U.S. may. marginally, 
regain some of its lost credi- 
bility if it reverses its decision 
to indefinitely postpone the 
oil-fpr-food relief programme 
which was hastily and unnec- 
essarily taken during the 
recent crisis. Virtually all 
Washington's erstwhile allies 
have asked it to do so. If it 
does, then it could show mag- 


jRPh' 






. I 

Yr;. 

! r> 


•Tu-.n; v 


icom 


Expansionist policies 

To the Editor 

I REFER TO the editorial which appeared in the Jordan 
Times, Sept. 10, 1996. entitled “Place for legitimacy and 
restraint" concerning Turkey’s decision to establish a securi- 
ty buffer zone within Iraq’s territory in full defiance of 
international treaties and legitimacy. 

Turkey’s line of action should not come as a surprise, since 
this country is pursuing expansionist policies towards other 
neighbours and in particular Greece, by disputing the borders 
in the Aegean Sea established by international treaties and by 
threatening the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Greece. 

Indicative of Turkey’s obvious lack of any legal basis for 
her unilateral claims over Greek territory in the Aegean Sea 
is her refusal to put her case to the International Court of Jus- 
tice in the Hague. 

In this connection, the remarks in your editorial of viola- 
tions of the common frontiers between Greece and Turkey 
should have referred to Turkey's unlawful and unjustified 
actions in the Aegean Sea 

Aristidis Sands, 
Ambassador of Greece, 
Amman. 


Blazing sheep ship 

To the Editor: 

1N ANSWER to the article on the blazing sheep ship, Jordan 
Times, SepL 5, 1996, as to whut the Animal Protection Soci- 
ety was doing about the burning sheep, the first we heard 
about it was when we read the aforesaid article in the Jordan 
Times. On making enquiries we were told that 70,000 sheep 
were lost. 

The ship was not Jordanian and it did nor bum in Aqaba; it 
burned in the Indian Ocean off the coasr of Tanzania, and the 
sheep must aJI have been dead by the time the story reached 
us. Therefore there was little we or anyone else could do. 
Apparently there was a huge explosion in the ship, the cause 
Of which is being investigated, and it broke up. Pans of it 
were found later by the American Air Force off the coasts of 
Djibouti and Somalia. Sheep died from asphyxia and drown- 
ing, but most were burnt to death. One man. a mechanical 


LETTERS 


engineer, jumped overboard in panic and was eaten by 
sharks, but 54 crew were rescued. 

I strongly suspect that the “animal rights" people men- 
tioned were actually meaning “isn't it rime Jordan (and prob- 
ably other Middle East countries), stopped accepting cargoes 
of live sheep because of the cruelty involved?" 
I personally travelled from Fremantle Western- Australia to 
Benghazi in Libya on the sheep ship Viborg with 36, (XX) 
sheep in 1984 to see for myself the conditions under which 
sheep travelled to the Middle East. While I could hardly con- 
done sea-travel for sheep, the animals were looked after to 
the best of the Filipino stockmen's ability. Some sheep died, 
but were all post-mortemed. Most of these were found to 
have various diseases unrelated to the voyage. 

The one big lesson I learned was that when big money is 
involved, it is virtually impossible to stop anything. As long 
as the demand is there for live meat, the “big boys” are going 
to provide it for the consumers. Who can stop all the Arabs 
eating meat? 

The fires that tragically happen in sheep ships from time to 
time are usually caused by feed overheating in the hold, 
although there are other reasons, and sometimes the air-con- 
ditioning breaks down and suffocates the sheep in the hold. 

All that animal welfare people can do (until everybody 
becomes vegetarian!) is insist on the best possible treatment 
for the sheep from paddock to abattoir, for which constant 
thorough veterinary supervision should be provided from 
Australia. 

Chris Larter, 
Field Officer for the Jordanian 
Society for the Protection of Animals, 
Wadi Seer, Amman. 


mercial operation administered by a trustworthy client, who 
is expert in the field of the operation, on the basis of pie- 
agreed upon percentage of participation in the profits arising 
from such operation. 

Musa Shihadeh, 
General Manager, 
Amman. 


‘Mudarabah’ not ‘speculation’ 

To the Editor: 

IN AN article on mid-year figures (entitled “Jordan Islamic 
Bank boost mid-year profits by 49.5% to JD 20.68 million) 
in the Sept. 8. 1996 issue of the Jordan Times, the word 
“mudarabah" was translated “speculation." May I point out 
that these two terms have completely different meanings. 

In fact the word “speculation" does not exist in the dictio- 
nary of Islamic bunking applications whereas; “mudarabah," 
as defined in our bank’s law has the following meaning:' An 
investment method applied by Islamic banks whereby the 
bunk advances funds necessary for financing a specific com- 


Pedestrians should learn 
how to fly 

To the Editor: 

I HA VE been driving for a few years now. I recendv moved 
to Jordan and decided to obtain a Jordanian driving licence. 
In order to do so. I was told that 1 needed to pass a test which 
would detenrane my driving skills. So, this morning I went 
to the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan (RACDso that their 
^vmg school ought test my practical and theoretical driving 

^ Vhen my 1117111 came U P- 1 was escorted to a room 
wnere a driving instructor started asking me questions con- 
cerning road signs. 

JS'S? ^ i u US 5 ations was ** of an old man crossing a 
Who h^H he L adl f S lowards The instructor asked me 
who had the right of way, and 1 responded that the old man 
had. The instructor laughed and said 1 was wron® I asked 
why. He answered that the man crossing 
crossing within a pedestrian walkway. 1 argued that even 

Sere as 

elsewhere, always have the nght of way. 

wlfncTn ri CIOr 1 - au -? ied ^ sa id that in Jordan, as 

to th^dSeX^n^oTravS "* 

“ IL “ PedeSUlan ,S ** paying damages 


Maria Bizri, 
Amman. 
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Unless something earth-shattering happens Jordan can 
expect the long-awaited visit of South African President 
Nelson Mandela to take place in early November. The pres- 
ident s visit will be part oj a whirlwind tour of the region 
which will take him to Tel Aviv - Gaza and Cairo. The 
sequence of Mr. Mandela 's itinerary and details of whom he 
might meet and what he might do are all still being worked 
out. But the trip could coincide with the first anniversary of 
the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Nov. 4. On Monday the Jerusalem Post reported that South 
African presidential aides told Israeli officials that during 
his visit to Israel. Mr. Mandela “ would like to meet with as 
many South African Jews as possible and encourage them 
to return and invest in the country l" The report quotes offi- 
cials as saying Mr. Mandela would like to meet with a “sta- 
dium-full" of South African immigrants. It adds that com- 
pliance with the request on the side of Israel is “unlikely.” 
In Jordan, however, he will be accorded a very warm wel- 
come, particularly as he and Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor are very good friends. In fact Mr. 
Mandela's invitation here was emended by King Hussein 
when he was in South Africa last January and the visit was 
initially scheduled for earlier. Mr. Mandela 's international 
popularity keeps his travel schedule so busy tfutt he has not 
even been able to visit Russia, despite the deluge of invita- 
tions he has received to go there. His visit to Jordan will be 
but a short day and a half, bur it will be a symbolic trip 
aimed at encouraging the peace process since in economic 
terms there is little his country could venture into here. So 
promoting Jordan as un attractive and safe destination for 
South African tourists is a viable option, informed sources 
say. 

**** 


• * * A NORDIC VISIT: Princess Christina of Sweden, the 

' ' • youngest of King Carl XVI Gusta.fr s four sisters, will be in 

. Amman next week for two important events related to emer- 

>■ •' . gency relief and healthcare. In her capacity as chairman of 

.c. the Swedish Red Cross she will attend the 26th conference 

... - .. of the Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies in 

Amman. Princess Christina will also attend a dinner for 
> participants in that conference hosted by HRH Princess 

„ Sarvath Al Hassan, who is honorary vice president of the 

# \ Jordan National Red Crescent Society (JNRCSi. The hon- 

, orary president is His Majesty King Hussein. The Swedish 

princess will also patronise the opening ceremony of the 
r first international symposium and workshop on minimal 

invasive neurosurgery in the Middle East. The programme 
u calls for a ceremony aplbn Al Hayifiom Hospital to. inau- 

gurate the Gqmma Knife, which was invented by the late 
. . Swedish scientist, Lars' Leksell. Arriving to attend the con- 

ference as well is Professor Leksell' s son, Laurence LekselL 
president and chief executive officer of Elekta, an interna- 
tional supplier of medical devices including the Leksell 
-* - Gamma Knife. Aside from her interests in healthcare. 

Princess Christina, who will be accompanied by her hus- 
band Consul General Tord Magnuson. is a patron of the 
- • 1 ‘ arts. While in Amman she will visit the National Gallery of 

Fine Arts. Darat Al Funun, Jordan River Designs and Bani 
Hamida House. Princess Christina studied American his- 
i . . tory for one year at Radcliffe College in the U.S. state of 

- • ■ Massachusetts, then took up an history at the University of 
Stockholm. She has worked in the Information Division of 



HRH Princess Christina Mrs. Magnuson 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has represented Sweden 
and the royal family in Swedish manifestations abroad. 
Bom in 1943. she married Mr. Magnuson in 1974, and thus 
her title became HRH Princess C/iristina Mrs. Magnuson. 
The couple have three sons: Gustaf (21). Oscar (19), and 
Victor (16). 

**** • 


MOVING IS THEIR 
BUSINESS: Much is 

happening over at the 
Ministry of Transport 
where already this month 
more information was 
released on plans to 
revamp the public trans- 
port sector and privatise 
the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation. . Falling 
within Minister Nasser 
Lawzi’s stated • • goal • of 
"setting things right ptjee 
arid /pr all "ore^ changes 
in key positions at the 
ministry and at some of its 
government and semi- 
government controlled IssaAyoub 
organisations. Bur starr- 
ing with the ministry itself, the retirement this week qf 
Secretary General Awad Tal brings a 44-year-old civil 
engineer, with years of experience in many hands-on pro- 
jects. to the job. He is Issa Ayoub, a 1978 graduate of 
Warwick University in the U.K. Mr. Ayoub has spent most 
of his career (some 15 years) with the Ministry of 
Transport, working first at Queen Alia International 
Airport, then on the Mirage Project at the Muwwafaq Salti 



airbase in Azraq and later at the armour rebuilding facili- 
ties of the Jordan Armed Forces near Mafraq. He did a 
short stint at the Ministry of Supply where he demonstrated 
his particular talent for constructing hangars. By 1989 he 
was back full force at the transport ministry arid became 
director of its Research and Studies Department until his 
appointment as secretary general this week. For Mr. Ayoub. 
the first two priorities of the ministry are “ the ministry itself 
and public transport.'' 

**** 

JORDAN HOLDS 
SERVE: The changes 

stemming from the 
Ministry of Transport are 
described by officials as 
“ well thought out." 

Moving along thus, the 
by-laws of the nearly 16- 
year-old Jordanian- Iraqi 
Land Transport Company 
called for the rotation of 
the person in the director 
general’s seat. The three- 
year tenure, held most 
recently by Aysar Safi 
from Iraq, has gone to 
another government- 
appointed civil engineer. 

He is Abdullah Jbour. 
whose Iraq connection 
can be traced to his higher education at Baghdad 
University from when he graduated. Mr. Jbour. 46, is also 
a Ministry of Transport alumni, with a career beginning 
there in 1979. He worked as project manager in charge of 
various construction projects at Queen Alia International 
Airport (QAIA), including the building qf the Royal 
Pavilion, until 1990. Mr. Jbour then settled back full-time 
at the ministry as dinctor of studies and research, a posi- 
tion he held since 1988 and which overlapped with his 
QAIA responsibilities. In 1991 he was made director of 
land Transport. At the start of 1993 Mr. Jbour was second- 
ed to take charge of the Unified Company for Organisation 
of Land Transport for 18 months. His hope is that the U.N.- 
imposed sanctions on Iraq will be lifted and tlmt the bina- 
tional company will see a boom in private sector transport 
activities between the port of Aqaba and Iraq : 



DESTINATION UNKNOWN: Meanwhile the ministry is 
still searching for someone to take the place vacated by the 
retirement ofHijaz Railway Director Burhan Shreideh. The 
retirements of Messrs. Tal and Shreideh were announced 
last Saturday. Where these two gentlemen will go from 
here, we do not know. What we do know, however, is that 
the retiring officials have been serving the government for 
a long time. Dr. Shreideh had served as director qf the 
Statistics Department, a job now being held by Dr. Abdul 
Hadi Alawin and which incidently might become available 
soon, according to reports circulating in town. And Mr. Tal 
had sewed as undersecretary of the Ministry qf Municipal 


Affairs before he joined the Ministry of Transport, first as 
director of the Ports Corporation. 

FACES ON THE TUBE: 0\<er at Jordan Television 
Director Nasser Joudch is moving swiftly to get some pro- 
jects into place, before he himself moves elsewhere, if spec- 
ulation in town is on target. The embassy in London might 
be his next destination, it is said. But some objectives must 
be met at home before he makes his next move. One is the 
revamping qf the entire news structure, presentation and 
editing, with a large focus on a strategy we have been hear- 
ing and witnessing much of lately — “injecting new blood." 
At the TV station this began with the Arabic news broad- 
casts and the luring of Bashar Jarrar. an old-hand at tele- 
vision, as the new lead anchorperson on the 8:00 p.m. bul- 
letin. On Monday he was joined by Mariana Far, a former 
freelance journalist with BBC who also trained in news pre- 
senting. From behind the scenes in the English News 
Section to the screen itself came Paul Hijazin and Lamia 
Tabbaa, who were both edirors/reporrers before the move to 
presenting the 5:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. English news sum- 
maries. The 10:00 p.m. English news broadcasts are still 
being presented by Bavan Tal and Suzanne Afaneh. Rabah 
Rousan. the most senior of the English news presenters, has 
moved on to become an advisor at JTV. According to Mr. 
Joudch . the next step is to set up separate teams for each 
news summary programme and thus move away from the 
practice of rotating the principals. That way. says Mr. 
Joudeh, viewers can expect to watch a particular presenter 
at a particular time. At present, JTV staff are working on 
developing a features desk as well. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT: Not so new but rather popular 
faces are also slated for regular appearances on Jordan 
Television. At the initiative of Minister Of Information 
Marwan Muusher. the political comedy theatre group of 
Nabil and Hisham have been commissioned to bring their 
stage swipes to the tube. According to both sides of the 
accord, the actors will be given free reign to aim their 
spoofs at any and all government officials.. The concept, 
needless to say, has the approval of the powers that be. and 
the first casualties of the Nabil Sawalha, Hisham Yanis-led 
group will be none other than Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. who bravely agreed to be the first target, followed 
by Dr. Muasher. Thai Is- supposed to guarantee that other] 
public officials will not get bent out of shape when their 
turn comes up. The show is expected to debut in October.. 
Contributing to the skits and scripts are tit d gentlemen 
known themselves to enjoy a good laugh; they are former 
Minister of Information and present Senator Jawad Anani 
and former Director of the Royal Cultural Centre and now 
host ofJTV's Sa ’el Wa Mass 'til talk show lyad Qattan. With 
an array of topics to choose front the writers have already 
completed the first two episodes. According to Mr. 
Sawalha, this kind of comedy provides “an essential bal- 
ance in any democracy, because satire is most natural as is 
laughing about people in power — it has always been a 
form of relief." Wfc await the premiere on the premier. 

Jennifer Hamafneh 



Abdullah Jbour 
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A comprehensive work on Jordan’s 


The Holy Sites of Jordan 

edilted by Prince Ghazi ibn Mohammad 

published by TURAB 

The heritage of Jordan is the subject of this most interesting 
book that has been published recently by TURAB (soil in 
Arabic), an acronym for "Turaih Al Urdun AT Baqi. a cultur- 
al society. The book was printed and published by a kind 
donation from Hani and Raja M. Salam as a gift to the peo- 
ple of Jordan. 

Layout, editing and typesetting of the book have been made 
possible by the gracious assistance of USAID. The senior 
editor of the book is His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi Ibn 
Mohammad, the chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
TURAB which aims to protect, preserve and propagate tradi- 
tional Arab and Islamic culture and heritage in Jordan. 

In a full page of acknowledgements. Prince Ghazi enumer- 
ates the many personages, people and organisations that 
extended aid to the society and the different aspects of the 
completion of the work. The book is indeed a good example 
of cooperation and coordination, considering that the society 
was only founded in 1994 and that this was its first project. 

The title of the book has a special importance thar is 
derived from Islamic tradition. Since holy sites are blessed 
locations, the hearts of the faithful rum to them for prayers 

and blessings. . . , 

This attitude has been given due importance in the book by 
the publication of a fatwa written by a learned gentleman, 
Hasan Bin Ali Al Saqqaf on June 9, 1995. Its message to the 



faithful is clear. It confirms that it was unanimously agreed 
by Muslim scholars that visiting these places is favoured by 
God. 

In The Holy Sites Of Jordan the story of the land since the 
dawn of histoiy is outlined in word and picture and it is tru- 
eiy impressive to feel the passing of time through the sites of 
the many historical events and renowned figures that Jordan 
had come in contact with. 

The book is in two sections, the first dealing with Islamic 
Sites and the second with Christian Sires, and it will be of 
interest to list the different parts in each section. 

Book I: Islamic Sites 

Part I — The messengers and the prophets, starting with 
Noah whose shrine is in Karak, to Prophet Mohammad and 
his encounters with the Christian monks Bahira, Maysarah, 
and Nestor at Safawi, south east of Bostra. and in Um Al 
Rasas, are some of the stories related about the Prophet’s 
early life. 

Part II — The companions who were the first to lead the 
early Muslims during the life of Prophet Mohammad. 
Prominent amongst this group are the three shrines in Al 
Mazar, near Karak. of Ja’far. Zeid and Abdallah, who gave 
their lives at the battle of Mu’ia. This is considered to be the 
first important battle and the start of the Arab campaign to 
drive out the Byzantines from Bilad Al Sham. The list also 
includes the famous commander Abu Ubaydah. who super- 
vised the surrender of Jerusalem to Caliph Omar and com- 
■ manded the conquest of Damascus. 

Part m — Other Religious Sites most famous amongst 
which is the “cave of the sleepers” at Al Raqim, whose story 
is similar to that of the sleepers of Ephesus. Here the legends 
of Christanity and Islam mingle in a harmonious way. 
Another site where the legends of Judaism and Islam mingle 
together is *‘Uyun Musa” or Moses Springs near Madaba. 

Part IV — Historical sites are those of the three battles of 
Mu’tah, Pella and Yarmouk that witnessed the Arab drive 
against the Byzantines in southern Bilad Al Sham. At 
Yarmouk the fate of ihe emerging Arab empire was guaran- 
teed and that of the withdrawing Byzantines was sealed for- 
ever. 

Part V — Appendices with special ties to Jerusalem, 
whose sacredness to both Islam and Christianity needs no 
explanation. A most interesting relic which has been placed 
by His Majesty King Hussein in the Central Bank of Jordan 
for safe-keeping is the letter of the Prophet Mohammad to 
the Emperor Heraciius in the year 628 A.D. 

A site of special importance mentioned in Appendix in is 
The Royal cemetery in .Amman, where the founder of Jordan, 
the Late King Abdullah, was buried after his assassination on 
the July 20, 1951 while praying at Al Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem. 


everlasting heritage f§g||g^ 



Book II: Christian Sites 

Part I — The Biblical History of the land where the fight 
between the Ammonites and the Moabites on the one hand, 
and the Israelites, on the other, continued for centuries. The 
sanctuaries along the Roman Road from the east bank of the 
River Jordan to Mount Nebo, near Madaba, were of special 
interest to Christian pilgrims and continues to be so at the 
present time. 

Part 11 — The Jordan River is, of course, best known as the 
place where Jesus Christ was baptised by John the Baptist. 
The Madaba mosaic map, a unique relic discovered in the 
floor of the Orthodox Church in 1896, renders an outstand- 
ing display of the River. Jordan and the sanctuaries to the east 
of it, including the sites of John the Baptist, rediscovered by 
His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi Bin Mohammad in 1995. 
Mount Nebo, Madaba and Um Al Rasas. 

Part m — The Saints start with Lot and his church uncov- 
ered recently in Ghor Al Safi near the Dead Sea. Nex men- 
tioned is Mukawir/Machaerus where John the Baptist tragi- 
cally died. The whole area, however, was the southern 
boundary of Persia, where the Romans organised their front 
lines against the onslaughts of the Nabateans from Petra. 

The Memorial of Moses at Mount Nebo is .of special inter- 
est and is very well documented in tbe story revealed by one 
hundred parchment sheets that were written over 1300 years 
ago. The Roman pilgrim who wrote these is known by the 
name Egeria or Etheria, and the value of her endeavours is 
more appreciated as she wrote a complete narration of a sec- 
ond trip which took her to Mount Nebo from Jerusalem. 

This part of the book includes a good collection of pictures 
and narrations about the Church of St. Theodore and the 
Church of Saints Cosmos and Damianus at Jerash, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Madaba, the Soldier Saints’ 
Memorial at Ayla/Aqaba, the stilite Byzantine Tower at Um 
Al Rasas and last but not least the Monastery and Tomb of 
Aaron al Mount Hor near Petra. 

A map of the Christian holy sites at the end of this section 
gives the reader an overview of the many important names 
that marked the Christian era in an area extending from Um 
Qais and Um Al Jimal in the North to Aqaba in the South. 

The value of this book to the reader is manifested in its 
presentation of historical facts in simple, informative terms 
and its display of the sites through beautiful photographs. 
This achievement could not have been attained without the 
technical expertise of Mr. Alonzo Fulgham who was really 
the “man behind the book." Together with the team of 
USAID and other collaborators they have worked hard to 
produce this work. The final result was greatly enhanced by 
the expert knowledge and photography of Father Michelle 
Piccirillo for the Christian Holy Sites and Mr. Fakhri 
Milkawi for the pictures of die Islamic Holy Sites. 
Considering, however, the magnitude of the work and the 
complexity of its different aspects one becomes more aware 



im 




Umm Al Rasas 

of the extent of coordination that had to go into it. 

The senior editor. Prince Ghazi, has evidently made a great 
effort to bring out a book that is an artistic work in its own 
right. TURAB, a young society by all standards, may also be 
proud of its accomplishment in offering a first production 
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ti This Week 

Crash, boom, bang 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

BACK IN my teenage days, one of my friends came to me 
at the end of the scholastic year and said his main plan for 
the summer was to take a five-week practical training 
course on basic car mechanics in one of the workshops of 
the city where we were living then, that is Rabat, 

Morocco. Knowing that his lifetime ambition was to 
become a great surgeon rather than a mechanical engineer 
(yes, I know, there are similarities...) asked him what was 
the reason behind his choice. He explained that his father 
was planning a long trip in the southern part of the coun- 
try, mainly a desert, and that they wanted to be able to 
count on themselves to do eventual repairs. 

Nowadays cars have become so reliable that even those 
drivers who venture on remote roads feel they can trust 
their machines and do not necessarily need a degree in 
mechanical engineering to drive them in security. 

Naturally technical knowledge doesn't hurt and there are 
still extreme cases where it is even a must — you can't 
take on the Paris-Dakar Rally without professional techni- 
cal assistance. Such exceptions aside, the average city dri- 
ver doesn't even need to know what's under the hood. 

Yes I'm back again to my favourite comparison: 

Computers and cars. After all, as different as they can be. 
both are tools that we use to accomplish certain tasks. As 
such they should have the following characteristics in 
common: Practicality and reliability. 

To-date PCs have not yet reached the point where the 
average user can operate them simply, without acrobatic 
manipulations. The complexity of the operating systems, 
the ever-changing characteristics of the equipment and 
programmes, the incompatibility of items from different 
sources are so many causes of problems and nightmares to 
users. 

Admitted, the IT (Information Technology) is constantly 
giving us more powerful machines and more possibilities, 
but at the expense of simplicity and reliability. When even 
computer professionals complain about tbe situation, what 
should therefore a layman say? If those who have the tech- 
nical ability to fix problems are unhappy, how can "nor- 
mal’' users be satisfied? The dreaded computer crash still 
happens with Windows 95 and most people are still con- 
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fused about the Internet. 

A new brand of software is becoming very popular, con- 
firming the feet that there are pending problems. These 
utility programmes, as they are called, are designed to 
help users overcome difficulties without having to call for 
professional help. One of them, recently advertised in a 
specialised publication claims it can handle "mysterious 
programme crash, unresolved software conflicts, semi- 
botched installations, non-disappearing uninstalled appli- 
cation, etc.” — enough to turn your glamorous adventure 
with personal computers to a trip with the devil. 

Satisfaction with machines can very simply be calculat- 
ed. It is the ratio of the time one spends learning, main- 
taining and fixing them, over tbe time one spends making 
good use of them. I know numerous cases where this ratio 
would be too indecent to print. 

There is however, no turning back, and we all know it 
well. Being able, for instance, to write “Chip Talk” with 
my truly amazing MS-Wor 7.0 word processor and then 
tax it to the Jordan Times directly from my PC, without 
even printing it on paper, is a facility I can't do without 
anymore. Very soon we'll be able to E-mail it, meaning 
that the text will go directly from my PC to the newspa- 
per's computer, ready for layout and without the need for 
anybody to type it again — a procedure that has been 
implemented in major American and European papers a 
few years ago. 

Until the IT decides to give us simpler, more reliable 
systems, these goodies may be worth a few computer 
crashes and sleepless nights every now and then. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, September 12, 1996 


3:00 Holy Koran 

3:05 Double Dragon 

3:35 N.B.A. Basketball 

4:35 Take Your Pick (Game Show) 

5:00 News Flash 

5:02 French Programme — Cirque 

5:30 Show — Surprise Sur Prise 

7:00 Le Journal 

7: 1 5 Magazine — Ushuaia 

7:30 News Headlines 

“7:35 Here’s Lucy 

.8:00 . . Taraiata 

9: 1 0 *r Star Trek — The Next Generation 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Feature Film — Which Way Home 

Starring: Cybill Shepherd & John Waters 
12:00 Family Matters 


Friday, September 13, 1996 


3 

3 

3 

3 

4; 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 
8 
10 
10 


00 Holy Korao 

05 Dumb & Dumber 

20 Bush School 

45 Name Your Adventure 

15 Crystal Maze 

00 News Flash 

02 French Programme — Les Polluards 

30 Telefilm — Trahir 

00 Le Journal 

1 5 Magazine — AHo La Terre 

30 News Headlines 

35 Growing Pains 

00 Nasty Boys 

45 Secret Weapons 

00 News In English 

25 Feature Film — Life With Father 

Starring: William Powell & Irene Dunn 


Saturday, September 14, 1996 


2:00 Teletext 

3:00 Holy Koran 

3:05 Moomin 

3:25 Pumpkin Patch 

3:45 Blue Heelers 

4:30 Big Brother Jake 

5:00 News Flash 

5:02 French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 

5.15 Children Programme — La Vie Devant Moi 
5:30 Game Show — Pyramide 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 The Torkelsons 

8:00 The Album Show 

S:45 Miami Vice 

9:15 Prism 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Feature Film — Murder Between Friends 

Starring: Timothy Bustfield & Stephen Lang 

Before transmission and at 1 JO p.m. there will be a 
football match (liEFA Champions’ League 1996-1997) 
Atletico vs. Steaua Bucuresti (recorded). 


8:45 Fresh Prince Of-Bel-Air 
9:10 Blacke's Magic 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Jamaica Inn 

1 1:15 Short Story Cinema 

11:45 Nelson’s Column 


Monday, September 16, 1996 


2:00 Teletext 

3:00 Holy Koran 

3:05 Adventure On The Rainbow Pond — • - 

3:30 Oscar’s Orchestra 

3:45 Playabout 

4: 1 5 Can Polar Bear Tread Water 

5:00 News Flash 

5:02 French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 

5:15 Children Programme — La Vie Devant Moi 

5:30 Game Show — Pyramide 

6:00 Magazine — La Marche Du Siecle/Part Two 
7:00 Le Journal 

7:15 Magazine — Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 
7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 The Hypnotic World Of Paul McKenna 

8 .*00 The Ozone Alarm 

9:10 The Lazarus Man 

10:00 News In English 

10125 The Bold And The Beautiful 

11:10 Bodies Of Evidence 

Before transmission and at 1:30 p.m. there will be a 
football match (UEFA Champions’ League 1996-1997) 
AC Milan vs. FC Porto (recorded) 


Tuesday, September 17, 1996 


2:00 

Teletext 

3:00 

Holy Koran 

3:05 

Iris — The Happy Professor 

3:20 

Captain Planet 

3:45 

Alf (Comedy) 

4:10 

Road To Avonlea 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:02 

French Programmes — Sciences Cartoon 

5:15 

Document — La Vie Devant Moi 

5:30 

Game Show — Les Bons Genies 

6:00 

Varieties — LTntegrale: Patrick Gruel 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Ushuaia 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

U.N. Progamme — Peacekeeping 

8:00 

Documentary — Man Alive 

8:30 

Encounter 

8:45 

U.N. A Common Goal — Documentary 

9:10 

Star Trek — The Next Generation 

10:00 

News In English 

10:20 

Mission Impossible 

11:15 

China Beach 

12:00 

My Two Wives 


Wednesday, September 18, 1996 




2:00 

Teletext 



3:00 

Holy Koran 


Sunday, September 15, 1996 

3:05 

Iris — The Happy Professor 



3:20 

Flintstones 



3:45 

The Adventures 

2:00 

Teletext 

4:10 

Kelly 

3:00 

Holy Koran 

4:30 

Earth Revealed 

3:05 

Revels American Tails 

5:00 

News Rash 

3:20 

Just The Job 

5:02 

Document — La France Aux 1000 Villages 

3:45 

Mac & Mutley 

5:30 

Varieties — L* Invite De Marque 

4:15 

Italian Soccer 

6:00 

Document — Les Enfants Du Voyage 

5:00 

News Flash 

■ 7:00 

Le Journal 

5:02 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 

7:15 • 

Magazine — Spon Et Musique 

5:1 5 

Children Programme — La Vie Devant Moi 

7:30 

News Headlines 

5:30 

Game Show — Game Show — Qui Est Qui 

7:35 

Evening Shade 

6:00 

Magazine — La Marche Du Siecle/Part One 

8:00 

Super Stars Of Action 

7:00 

Le Journal 

8:30 

Chancer 

7:15 

Magazine — Spans Ei Musique 

9:10 

Hunter 

7:30 

News Headlines 

10:00 

News In English 

7:35- 

Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 

10:25 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

8:00 

American Chan Show 

11:10 

Bugs • 
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Fast cars , fast food, plane tickets, 
music and cellular phones 

By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


THERE WILL always be things that will happen in a 
glimpse of an eye making it hardly possible for us to take 
notice of them. Other- encounters pass os by so quickly that 
we remain dumbfounded at our own sorry state of ridicule 
and nothingness while tbe rest of tbe world moves on to 
better, bigger and faster things. 

One can also add to this that everything and everyone 
moves on from one thing to the next without paying much 
attention to that which remains left behind. Left behind in 
the indifferent hands of obscurity and oblivion. Left 
behind for others to sort out. 

Other things are those which we ourselves do. These, 
which ultimately begin to tell others a lot about who we 
are, also have a habit of passing, of growing old and tired, 
of maturing and eventually of slowing down. Never stop- 
ping though, but simply slowing down. Some of those 
things also have the habit of being momentary, short-lived 
and even spontaneous at times. 

Yet other things, things such as this column for example, 
keep going, and will keep going so long as that proves pos- 
sible and acceptable. We. both writers and readers, might 
think that at times we do merit a break, but the column 
demands that we go on and on. Its wheels have been spin- 
ning, continuously, for the past couple of years and still 
show no signs of stopping to take a breather. 

It was not always called On Record you know. As a mat- 
ter of fact, for the greatest part of its existence it did not 
have a name. It did not have one until one day we decided 
— well, I did insist at the time — to give it one just so that 
it would become easier to talk about, describe, commend 
and criticise. 

In this manner, it is unlike most things in life that when 
given a name or a title either fall apart and eventually die 
or wither away slowly with the passage of time. For it 
seems to be a question of fete that when things are either 
labelled or titled for reasons to do with — among other 
things — pleasing others, they fall apart. 



ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


OBSERVATION TEST 



Are you observant? 

If yes, study the details in the above picture carefully for 
a few minutes and then ask yourself the questions below: 

1. What were the ruins? 

2. What birds mostly haunt ruins? 

3. Did you see any other birds? 

4. How many- dogs could you see? 

5. Was there any music? What music? 

6. What races were on that day? 

7. Who was selling pea-nuts? 

8. Was it early morning? How do you know? 

9. Could you buy ice-cream? 

10. Did you see a signpost? 


SCORES: 

9-10 Extremely fantastic. 

7-8 Wonderful 
5-6 Promising 
Less than 5 Disappointing! 

* * * * 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


have a good voice?” 

LITTLE GIRL: “Oh, I hate to do that. But mommy 
makes me do that when she wants the visitors to leave!” 


* TEACHER: “What is a collision?” 

STUDENT: “A collision is when two things come 
together unexpectedly." 

TEACHER: “Can you give us an example of a colli- 
sion? . w 

STUDENT: “Twins.” 


* * * 


* FATHER: Name two pronouns.’ 
SON: “Who? Me?" 


* * * * 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Explain the following: 

Hoi polloi, namby-pamby, 
helter-skelter, niminy-piminy, 
hurdy-gurdy, hurly-burly, 
bubble-bubble, knick-knack. 

2. Who was Nestor? 

3. What kind of disease is “nagana?” 

4. What is the difference between “lido” and “ludo?” 

5. A moose is 

a) a dog of unknown mixed breed. 

b) a sweet-singing high flying bird. 

c) a large deer of N. America. 

d) a legendary sea-monster. 

* * * * 

PUZZLES 

THE QUIZLANDIA ENSIGN 



Such processes where things either survive or collapse 
have to do- with an accumulative learning where "time is 
the most crucial factor.” Time becomes important in the 
sense that it teaches us a lot about ourselves and about oth- 
ers. It teaches us that the more you talk about some thin g 
the more you realise that there is very little that you can do 
besides talking about it It ends up being no more than a 
situation where knowledge is gained through experience. 

Tune leaches us that fast cars and fast food are not what 
the future is all about. That there can be more to life. It also 
teaches us that no amount of red roses can ever replace the 
words '1 love you” even though that is what they normal- 
ly want to say. It teaches us that plane tickets cannot get 
you to meet people if you lack the enthusiasm for making 
friends. It also teaches us that music wQl heal a wounded 
soul. That cellular phones can keep you in touch is yet 
another fallacy that time teaches us about 

Amidst all of this, tbe one sure thing is that change is 
inevitable. That you can try and make things better is an 
option, but that you will succeed in trying to make the 
change to the bener re main s the biggest fallacy of all. 

Now, you can try to do all things and be all tilings to all 
people. Such attempts are supposed to give you a part of 
the satisfaction that you seek out of life. For in the end, it 
is such attempts that will keep you occupied — even dis- 
tracted — while life goes on. 


% 



iundn* V\ 
a >50.“ pn»r' 1 

-iiiher m-ither fr*» 
3enii her 
noiKt V - KeiM-.T :» 


rirl is 


fiV 4 n.:r-rw rt, 


** Don't distort the fact. 


THIS is a diagramme of the national flag of Quizlandia 
La toshaw'weh al-haqiqa. ™ 11 has a rare distinction. 

J*!* ° ?- e of lt ? e u few na ss can be drawn in one con- 
tinuous line, without crossing over or re-tracing any line. 


** Don’t lay all the responsibility at my door. 

La tolsiq bee kollal mas’ooliya. 


** Don’t enter into details. 
** Don’t feil me. 


La tad'khul fe’tafaseel. 


La tatakhalla anni. 


Try it _ but remember you must not cross any line. 
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** Don’t find fault with your wife. 

La tatasayyad al-akhta’ iezawjatik. 

+ * Don't trust gold-plated friends. 

La tathiq bil-asdika’al-muzayyafeen. 


** Don’t go off vour head. 


La tagh’dub. 


+ * * + 


JOKES 

* VISITOR: “Why do you sing when you really don't 
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Alexandra Nechita, the ten-year-old artist who has been called “the pint-sized 
Picasso,” poses with one of her works in a Chicago gallery. Nechita, who fled 
with her mother from her native Romania when sne was two, has already sold 
several of her colorful abstract canvases for $50,000 a piece. Picture taken 
August 9 (Reuter photo) 

10-year-old Roiiianian 
girl is painter to the stars 


By Andrew Stem 
Reuter 

CHICAGO — She is called 
Urechila or “Big Ears'' in 
her native Romanian be- 
* cause “1 see everything and 
I hear everything,” a nick- 
name she much prefers to 
“the pint-sized Picasso" 
given in her press clippings. 

Alexandra Nechita, 10 
years old and less than 5 
feet (1.5 metres) tall, has 
not yet entered the sixth 
grade but has already sold 
several of her colourful 
abstract canvases for 
$50,000 apiece. 

A prodigy in the mould of 
Mozart, according to some 
of the publicity swirling 
about her. she has appeared 
on U.S. network television 
and in national publica- 
tions. Her unschooled 
works have been purchased 
by the likes of rock stars 
Melissa Etheridge and Paul 
Stanley, actress Ellen 
Degeneres and various col- 
lectors. Museum curators 
are giving her. advice abour 
her output. 

The charming and preco 
, cious Nechita, who fled 
•• with her mother from her 
native Romania when she 
was two. was in Chicago 
recently to promote yet 
another exhibition. She has 
seemingly remained unaf- 
fected and unspoiled by the 
attention. 

“I don't remember any- 
thing from when I was bom 
because I was very very 
tiny but I went back (to 
Romania) twice.” she said 
in her lightly accented 
English. "When 1 went back 
the second time, at the air- 
port there were hundreds 
and hundreds of reporters 
and cameras. 1 said, ‘mom- 
my. ihe president came 
back.’ because the first rime 
I was there he was gone. 
Then the first thing 1 knew 
they were asking me ques- 
tions and I thought, ‘oh, my 
.a gosh’" 

’ Nechita submitted to 
roughly 300 press inter- 
views during her spring 
European tour but managed 
to squeeze in visits to art 
museums and see the works 
of earlier artists. ”1 like 
Picasso. I like Matisse. 
Mire, Chagall, Modigliani. 


Kandinsky, Klee, Braque," 
she said, counting off on her. 
fingers. “I just started to 
read a history of Picasso.” 

Her auburn hair in neat 
plaits and her child's frame 
draped in an oversized jean 
jacket over a white T-shirt 
and red jean skin, she 
curled up on a gallery office 
couch clutching an over- 
sized pillow and answered 
questions about her young 
life. She said she loves clas- 
sical music, especially 
Vivaldi, which she listens to 
while painting in the after- 
noons after school and on 
weekends. And she insisted 
she is an otherwise “nor- 
mal" schoolgirl who enjoys 
sports, rolierblading and 
watching canoons on tele- 
vision. 

Inspired by a trip to Dis- 
neyland and the Matterhorn 
Thrill Ride, Nechita re- 
turned to her Los Angeles 
studio and painted Breath- 
less, which features an 
upended figure stretched 
around the canvas, with 
blotches and swirls of 
colour. Another painting, 


A prodigy in the 
mould of Mozart, 
she ha s appeared 
on U.S. network 
television. Her 
unschooled works 
have been pur- 
chased by the likes 
of rock stars 
Melissa Etheridge 
and Paul Stanley, 
actress Ellen 
Degeneres and vari- 
ous collectors. 


Summer In Europe, depicts 
an angular Nechita with an 
extra set of eyes, reminis- 
cent of the early 20th centu- 
ry cubists to' which her 
work has been compared. 
But she said the eyes are 
merely indicative of her 
highly tuned senses. 

Her artistic gifts have pur- 
posely not been refined in 


Alexandra 
Nechita, 10 years 
old and less than 5 
feet (1.5 metres) 
tall, has not yet 
entered the sixth 
grade but has 
already sold sever- 
al of her colourful 
abstract canvases 
for $50,000 apiece 


an schools, following the 
advice of a former teacher. 
She has never made a figu- 
rative drawiog and does not 
plan to attend art school 
until her teenage years. 

“I started painting without 
knowing anything about 
Picasso, without knowing 
about Braque, Miro. It was 
all something from inside 
me. It was a motivation I 
had inside me. 

After I bad my first exhi- 
bition, a few weeks, or so 
later 1 went to Los Angeles 
County Museum and saw 
my first paintings by 
Picasso. That was a very big 
encouragement for me, 
(but) I still painted the same 
way, in the same style,” she 
said. 

“Then when I sold my 
first painting for $50. that 
was a very very big surprise 
for me. It was my first 
exhibit and I didn’t think 
anybody would appreciate 
my artwork. Some people 
were doubtful, you know — 
‘she’s just an eight-year- 
old. big deal, any eight- 
year-old can do this.’ It was 
my fifth or sixth exhibit 
when Ben (agent Ben 
Valenty) had discovered 
me, and that’s when prices 
went higher and everything 
changed — a lot." 

Nechita said she will con- 
tinue painting in her paint- 
spanered "'magic slippers” 
no matter what happens to 
her meteoric career. “I 
might do some etching, !• 
might sculpt. I might do 
.some ceramics, but I'll still 
paint." 


Japanese pop singer is fashion phenomenon 


By Chikqfumi Hodo 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Tokyo's most 
fashionable districts are 
being overrun by tanned, 
teenage girls with tight, 
short T-shirts, long dyed 
brown hair, thin eyebrows, 
mini-skirts and long boots. 

Dubbed “Amuraa," they 
are virtual clones of Japan’s 
latest pop phenomenon, 18- 
year-old Namie Amuro, 
who has taken the Japanese 
music scene by storm. Her 
songs are widely sung and 
her dance steps are copied 
in Karaoke rooms around 
Japan. 

The word Amuraa has 
entered the language and 
alludes to another widely- 
used term — "Shanelaa" — 
meaning a woman favour- 
ing items from the French 
fashion bouse Chanel. 

Amuro — also seen as a 
teen fashion guru ; — has 
sold more than three milli on 
copies of her new album 
Sweet 19 blues, released in 
late July. She has also sold 
about six milli on CD sin- 
gles in the past year. 

Her baby face and petite 
appearance feature in televi- 
sion commercials, variety 
shows and music pro- 
grammes almost daily. She 
starred in her first film this 
summer. 

But Amuro says she 
enjoys singing the most. 

“1 like singing live on 
stage. That’s what 1 enjoy 
the most ... More than any- 
thing else," Amuro, who 
turns 19 on Sept. 20, told 
Reuters in an interview. “I 
want to dance and sing 
funky music as much as I 
can. 

“I still can’t feel this 
(Amuraa) phenomenon is 
about me. rve only noticed 
the trend through televi- 
sion,” she said. 

The flamboyant singer has 
just completed a final leg of 
her summer tour in which 
the • -final two concerts 



Japan’s latest pop phenomenon, 3 8-y ear-old Namie Amuro, is seen as a teen fashion 
guru. Tokyo's most fashionable districts are being overrun by tanned teenage girls 
wearing tight, short T-shirts, long dyed brown hair, mini-skirts and long boots. 
Dubbed ‘Amuraa,’ they are virtual clones of the pop singer (Reuter photo) 


attracted 60,000 fans to a 
seaside stadium near Tokyo. 

Backed by all non- 
Japanese musicians, Amuro 
sang and danced through 20 
of her hits, mostly techno 
beat dance music. Many of 
her fans sang and danced 


along throughout the show. 

The last song of the show 
and the album title, track 
Sweet 19 blues describe her 
unease about being popular. 

“1 have to constantly care 
about how I look in public 
... Like when I’m walking in 


the street," she said. “I have 
to be extra sensitive to look 
good on television, but it’s 
not easy doing that all the 
time. I sometimes feel lone- 
some too.” 

A female teenage singer 
commonly attracts a mainly 


male audience in Japan, but 
for Amuro it is different: in 
Tokyo more than half of the 
audience were women, 
many dressed in imitation 
of her “Amuraa" style. 

One 18-year old high- 
school girl proudly showed 
off her small brown T-shirt 
with a small brand logo on. 
“1 bought this T-shirt after 
seeing her wear this at a 
concert in May. I bought 
this especially for this occa- 
sion.” 

In the interview, Amuro 
was dressed in light brown 
summer knitted sweater 
over a black T-shirt, with 
black cotton mini-skirt, 
black socks and her symbol 
black short boots. 

Husky-voiced Amuro says 
site prefers to dress casually 
in private. “I’m .usually 
dressed like this.” 

Amuro is one of the few 
Japanese artists who can 
pack a stadium, but her sue 
cess did not come overnight 
after she left her home-town 
in remote Okinawa Island 
five years ago. 

She described bitterly the 
experience of performing in 
a supermarket where no one 
was listening. 

“Customers were busy 
shopping,” she said. “But 
'the sad part was that I 
noticed that workers at the 
supermarket were trying to 
be nice by pretending to lis- 
ten” 

Amuro is expected to be 
one of the biggest selling 
recording artists this year, 
but success has not spoiled 
her. 

“People around me have 
changed, but ray lifestyle 
has not actually changed 
much. I'm still not interest- 
ed in spending money on 
luxury brand items," the 
Okinawan singer said. 

“Of course I want to go 
out with people my age, but 
more than that I enjoy 
working and rihat’s what I 
want to do the most now” 



tops pops as the beat goes oh 

Home-grown European pop and rock music is enj’oying greater domestic success 
now than at any time since the swinging sixties — grabbing a bigger share of the 
record market from American stars and other outsiders. This charge up the charts 
is being led by the monotonous computer beat of the techno dance craze. 


By Peter Hayes 

YORK, England — Euro- 
pean musicians are climb- 
ing their own pop charts and 
claiming back from out- 
siders a big share of the $12 
billion a year European 
record sales. 

For years Britain was the 
only real powerhouse on the 
European pop music scene, 
the only country in the 
European Union (EU) that 
could hold its own against 
the massive wave of popu- 
lar culture coming from the 
United States. 

While the British Phono- 
graphic Industry long boast- 
ed that about half the re- 
cords sold in Britain were 
made by its own artists, in 
some European countries, 
such as Denmark and Hol- 
land, local performers 
sometimes had to settle for 
less than 10 per cent share 
of the music market. 

But the 1990s have seen 
an upturn in home-produced 
music across Europe. Not 
only is European pop at an 
all-time high, but thanks to 
the fashion for home-pro- 
duced electronic dance mu- 
sic, it is still on the increase. 

In the first half of 1996, 
overall sales turnover from 
compact discs and cassettes 
either fell or barely kept 
pace with inflation in some 
of the world's largest mar- 
kets, including the U.S., 
France, Germany and Ja- 
pan. 

But the good news for 
European artists is that 
more of their music is sell- 
ing at home. The Inter- 
national Federation of the 
Phonographic Industry pre- 
dicts that this year, Europe 
will produce a higher per- 
centage of the music sold in 
its own countries than at any 
time since the 1960s. 

“The records that our cus- 
tomers really want to hear 
right now are electronic 
dance tracks, and the best of 
these are coming from local 
sources” says Wolf-Dieter 
Graraatke of Polygram Re- 
cords (Germany). “America 
is simply being left behind." 

The music industry is big 
business — $112 billion 
worth of recorded music 
was sold in EU countries 
last year: 1 68.8 million sin- 
gles, 6.5 million vinyl LPs. 
16U.6 million cassettes and 


ng our song 


Amount of music sold or bro^cisas?' 
cricjprtaling tivfhe country 
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1995 

Italy 

48% 

50% 

Britain 

48% 

48% | 

France 

40% 

47% I 

Spain 

32% 

32% | 

Germany 

22% 

41% i 

Portugal 

77% 

21% I 

Holland 

74% 

24% 1 


607.8 million compact 
discs. 

In France, local rap and 
rock acts are big news. 
Three local artists — Ro- 
cker, MC Solaar and Trio 
Les Innocents — are res- 
ponsible for more than half 
of all compact discs sold so 
for in 1996. 

Britain has spent the past 
two-and-a-half years in the 
midst of the so-called Brit 
Pop revolution, with bands 
such as Blur. Oasis and Pulp 
topping the charts and play- 
ing to sell-out crowds at- 
home and abroad. 

In Spain, the rock group 
Heroes Del Silencio have 
been outselling all foreign 
bands for several years. 

Another interesting trend 
is for non-English rock and 
pop performers to attract a 
large audience outside their 
homelands. 

Musicians such as Eros 
Ramazoni, a romantic pop 
bailadeer from Italy, and 


German rock band Der To- 
ten Hosen have topped the 
bills at musical festivals 
from Munich to Paris. 

The Number One trend of 
1996 is definitely “techno” 
— music with at least 150 
beats per minute of repeti- 
tive computer rhythms, 
nearly all of which is elec- 
tronically produced. 

Despite its chan success, 
techno is squarely aimed at 
the modern dance scene. 

The big names 1 of techno 
are usually the record pro- 
ducers and night-club disc 
jockeys (DJ) rather than the 
performers. However, near- 
ly all of this year's top sell- 
ers, including Captain Jack 
and Culture Beat, are 
European- based. 

Like rave music, which 
spawned the techno craze, it 
was first shaped in the small 
back-street clubs of Lon- 
don. Amsterdam and Berlin, 
with DJs themselves often 
mixing the tracks on the 
spoi. 


From its earliest days, the 
rave and techno scene has 
been synonymous with the 
use of drugs, most common- 
ly Ecstasy and other am- 
phetamines. 

This has given the techno 
and rave scene of youthful 
rebellion that the noisy but 
otherwise bland and nonde- 
script music could not have 
provided alone. 

The rising trend for native 
European music has also 
been . paralleled by the 
growth of specialist radio 
stations and music televi- 
sion programming, much of 
it made possible by the fast 
growth of satellite and cable 
broadcasting. 

Spain. Holland and Ger- 
many are among the coun- 
tries that now have their 
own dedicated, native-lan- 
guage. music-television 
channels. Viacom, founders 
of MTV (Music Television), 
are planning even more — 


slowly breaking Europe 
down into language, musi- 
cal styles and age groups. 

• In the case of Telehit, a 
Mexican channel that 
broadcasts to Spain via the 
Astra .satellite, any song not 
performed in Spanish is 
simply disqualified. 

A recent French law stated 
that half the records played 
on the radio should be in 
French. German political 
figures, including the ecolo- 
gy-based Green Party, are 
promoting a voluntary wor- 
king code that would mean 
a language split between 
English music (60 per cent) 
and German (40 per cent) 
' on local radio stations. 

The rise of Euro-pop is 
supported by no less a body 
than the European Parlia- 
ment Media Committee. It 
says: “If Europe could pro- 
duce half its own music and 
then half its own television 
programmes, it would cre- 
ate at least 600.000 new 
jobs" — Gemini News. 
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Device transforms brain surgery 



By Jane E. Brody 

TO CHRISTINE Tejada 
and ber family in 
Brooklyn, the procedure 
known as Gamma Knife 
radiosurgery is nothing 
short of a miracle. 

When she was 8, 
Christine was found to 

have a life-threatening 
blood vessel malforma- 
tion in her brain and was 
scheduled to undergo 
risky invasive surgery 
that would have hospi- 
talised her for perhaps 10 
days and been followed 
by weeks or months or 
recovery and rehabilita- 
tion. Instead, she was 
treated successfully in 
Chicago without so much 
as a slit in her scalp. 

The treatment, which 
involves no knife at all 
but rather hundreds of 
powerful, highly focused 
radiation beams aimed at 
the malformation, was 
done on a Thursday, she 
left the hospital on Friday 
and was back at school 
and up to her old tricks 
by Monday. 

Christine was a seem- 
ingly normal, healthy 
third-grader when, out of 
the blue, she developed a 
severe, incapacitating 
headache. The next day, 
the headache had sub- 
sided but she developed a 
stiff neck. Then the 
headache returned and 
she became disoriented. 

A CT scan found that 
Christine’s problem was 
an arteriovenous malfor- 
mation, a tangle of blood 
vessels that had bled into 
her brain. Unless the vas- 
cular defect was quickly 
corrected, she could suf- 
fer a brain-damaging and 
perhaps lethal stroke. 
Three and a hair years 
later, thanks to prompt 
and effective radio- 
surgery. she is fine, hav- 
ing * finished the sixth 
, grade with. honours. 

Gamma' Knife surgery, 
technically known as 
1 stereotactic radiosurgery, 
is revolutionising the 
treatment of some prob- 
lems in the brain, includ- 
ing benign tumours in 
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The 201 narrowly focused beams of gamma 
rays from cobalt 60 destroy only the tissue 
where the beams meet 


treacherous locations, 
like the brain stem or 
near the optic nerve. The 
$3S million machine 
replaces the surgeon’s 
scalpel with a single, high 
dose of gamma radiation 
emitted by a cobalt-60 
source. The patient wears 
a helmet resembling a 
beauty salon hair dryer. 
The helmet has 201 small 
round holes in it that aim 
the radiation so that 201 
narrow beams of gamma 
rays are all aimed at a 
single tiny target The tis- 
sue being treated thus 
receives a very strong 
dose of radiation without 
harming anything along 


the way. 

The painless, bloodless 
procedure, which is usu- 
ally performed under 
local anaesthesia with 
mild sedation, takes just 
15 to 40 minutes, depend- 
ing on the size of the area 
needing treatment If nec- 
essary, the beams can be 
refocused and the proce- 
dure repeated until the 
entire diseased area is 
treated. If there are mul- 
tiple tumours or If the 
tumbur spreads to anoth- 
er area, radiosurgery can 
be repeated again and 
again. Free of surgical 
complications like infec- 
tion, haemorrhage and 


leakage of spinal Duid, 
radiosurgery has proved 
very appealing to the can- 
didates for brain surgery 
who have so far been 
given this option. 

Radiosurgery is also 
appealingly cost-effective, 
its proponents say. 
Although the procedure 
usually requires a team of 
specialists — neurosur- 
geon, radiation oncologist 
and radiation physicist — 
hospital stays are 70 per 
cent to 90 per cent short- 
er than with conventional 
surgery, there is no need 
for intensive postopera- 
tive care or long rehabili- 
tation and patients can 
get back to work in a few 
days. About 20,000 
patients in the United 
Stales have undergone 
radiosurgery so far, and 
tens of thousands more 
have been treated in 
Europe and Asia. 

In addition to the sur- 
prisingly common defect 
Christine had, targets of 
stereotactic radiosurgery 
indude small tumours 
like acoustic neuromas 
and meningiomas, as well 
as tumours in areas of the 
brain that are inaccessi- 
ble to the surgeon’s 
scalpel or so dose to vital 
structures that surgery 
could irreparably harm 
normal brain tissue. It Is 
also being used to control 
cancers that have spread 
to the brain from else- 
where in the body and, in 
combination with tradi- 
tional surgery. It can stem 
the growth of malignant 
brain tumours that can- 
not be completely 
removed with a scalpel 

‘‘In the past, when can- 
cer spread to the brain, it 
was considered the begin- 
ning of the end and there 
was little else to do,” said 
Dr. Dade Lunsford. “Now 
tumours that metastasise 
to the brain can be con- 
trolled, and if they recur, 
radiosurgery can be 
repeated.” 

Dr. Lundsfond is a neu- 
rosurgeon at the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh's Pres- 
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The Leksell Gamma Knife is used today for pinpoint surgery 


byterian Hospital, where 
he has performed radio- 
surgery on 1,650 patients 
since 1987. The Gamma 
Knife unit with which be 
“operates” was the first 
one installed in the 
United States. 

Dr. Lunsford said that 
in 50,000 to 60,000 
patients each year, treat- 
ed cancers spread to the 
brain, even when no trace 
of the disease remained 
elsewhere in the body. He 
predicted stereotactic 
radiosurgery would rep- 
lace other treatments, 
including traditional sur- 
gery, to control these 
brain metastases. And 
while the patients’ can- 
cers might not be cured, 
he said, radiosurgical des- 
truction of metastases can 
give them years of quality 
life. 

In Dr. Lunsford's expe- 
rience, success in control- 
ling tumour growth ran- 
ges from 85 per cent to 90 
per cent for brain metas- 
tases to more than 90 per 
cent for benign tumours. 


The cure rate for arteri- 
ovenous malformations 
like Christine’s is 70 per 
cent to 90 per cent he 
said. 

Obliterating arteriove- 
nous malformations is a 
leading use for the Gam- 
ma Knife, even though 
there is a chance tbe 
blood vessels will contin- 
ue to bleed for up to two 
years, until tbe defective 
vessels are completely 
blocked off. Tbe effects of 
radiosurgery occur over a 
period of days to years 
after a single treatment 
With traditional surgery, 
the defect can usually be 
eliminated on the spot 
but after radiosurgery 
the tangles of vessels close 
off and are gradually 
destroyed, and periodic 
CT scans or M.R.I. exam- 
inations and an annual 
angiogram -4 are ^needed 
until the lesion is gone. 

Now, in collaboration 
with radiologists, neuro- 
surgeons experienced in 
stereotactic radiosurgery 
are cautiously beginning 


Symmetry boosts 
sperm count, 
sexual attraction 


By Caroline Drees 
Reuter 

VIENNA — Men who are 
more symmetrically built 
ejaculate more sperm dur- 
ing sex and symmetrical 
women face a reduced risk 
of breast cancer, a leading 
British biologist said. 

Research has shown that 
humans and animals whose 
■ left and -right, body halves 
are similar tend to be 
healthier and more attrac- 
tive to potential sexual part- 
ners. said Robin Baker, an 
evolutionary biologist at 
Manchester University in 
Britain. 

“From the speed of race- 
horses to tbe risk of breast 
cancer in humans, research 
has shown there is a corre- 
lation with symmetry," Mr. 
Baker told Reuters. 

“By measuring these 
apparently trivial asymme- 
tries you get an indication 
of how genetically fit that 
individual is." 

Mr. Baker, who was in 
Vienna for a conference on 
human behaviour, said his 
team had measured mens' 
symmetry by comparing 
the length of index fingers 
and ankle and wrist width 
on both sides of the body. 
The researchers then corre- 
lated the extent of symme- 
try to sexual performance. 

“The men collected the 
ejaculates as pan of their 
normal sexual activity and 
gave us the condoms full of 
ejaculates for us to count 
the sperm," Mr. Baker said. 
“We found that men who 
are more symmetrical 
inseminate more sperm 
during sex." 

Baker said scientists 
believed researchers and 
potential mates could use 
symmetry as a measure of 
genetic fitness. 

Instinctual ly humans con- 


sidered people with sym- 
metric build and facial fea- 
tures more attractive and 
symmetric individuals were 
more popular sexual part- 
ners, he said. 

The wrists, ankles, ears 
and other body parts exam- 
ined by scientists were con- 
trolled by a single gene. Mr. 
3axer said, meaning they 
should . theoretically be 
identical on both sides. 

If they are different, it 
indicates that a disturbance 
such as a disease has upset 
the bodily development ne 
said. 

“The expectation is that 
individuals who are more 
symmetrical will be fitter, 
more attractive and will 
generally score better «n 
most things,” Mr. Baker 
said. 

Women who are more 
symmetrical are more fer- 
tile and less prone to breast 
cancer, the most common 
cancer in w'omen. he said. 
An average of one in 14 
women develop the killer 
disease. 

Studies also appeared to 
show that cardio- vascular 
disease was rarer among 
symmetrically built men. 
Mr. Baker said. 

“It's a bit unnerving that 
you can measure your sym- 
metry and tell how geneti- 
cally fit you are," said Mr. , 
Baker, whose research’ 
focuses on the sexual impli- 
cations of symmetry. 

Although there has been 
little research on the sym- 
metry of internal organs. 
Mr. Baker said experts 
expected to find similar 
effects of asymmetry on 
health. 


to extend its use: To quell 
intractable facial pain in 
patients with trigeminal 
neuralgia, to relieve 
chronic cancer pain, to 
obliterate abnormal areas 
of brain tissue that give 
rise to uncontrollable 
epileptic seizures and to 
treat psychoneurosis, 
Parkinson’s disease and 
other movement disor- 
ders. The Gamma Knife 
has also been used to treat 
cancers of the eye and 
benign tumours of the 
pituitary gland at the 
base of the brain. 

The Gamma Knife was 
developed in 1950 by a 
Swedish neurosurgeon. 
Dr. Lars Leksell of the 
Karolinska Institute in 
Stockholm, aided by a 
physicist. Dr. Borje 
JLarsson of tbe. Gustaf 
Weiner Institute at the 
University of Uppsala in 
Sweden. But its applica- 
tion had to await brain 
imaging techniques like 
the CT scan and M.R.I. 
that could tell surgeons 


exactly where to aim the 
intersection of the radia- 
tion beams. 

Through years of exper- 
imentation, Dr. Leksell 
put together an instru- 
ment that emitted 201 
gamma ray beams from a 
cobalt-60 source and 
focused them all, through 
a protective helmet, on a 
single point as small as 
three-tenths of a millime- 
tre wide. If necessary, 
multiple bombardments 
can be delivered in the 
course of a single treat- 
ment by changing the 
position of the helmet on 
the patient’s head. 

The first treatment unit 
was installed in Stock- 
holm in 1968, where it 
was successful in safely 
and noninvasively destro- 
ying tumours and other 
abnormalities': in c tbe 
brain. The instrument, 
officially called the Uek- 
sell Gamma Knife, is ma- 
nufactured by Elekta Ins- 
truments Inc. of Stock- 
holm — The New York 
limes. 


ANSWERS 

OBSERVATION TEST 

1 . Abbey ruins. 

2. Jackdaws. 

3. Yes, a chicken. 

4. Two. 

5. Yes, singing, a concertina and a banjo. 

6. Bath races. 

7. An old lady. 

8. No, the paper-boy is selling the noon edition. 

9. Yes. 

10. Yes, in the distance. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

oi — the common people, the masses orxab- 
m by — a weak unmanly person;- a spoilt . 


1 . Hoi-poIIoi — ; 
ble. 

Namby-pamby 

child. 

Heiier-skelter — 
Niminy-piminy 
Hurdy-gurdy — 
in the street. 
Hurly-burly — t 
Hubble-bubble - 
er through which t 
a confused noise c 
Knick-knack — 
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- in a confused rush or hurry. I 

’ — lacking force and virility. 

- any hand-organ or piano-organ played 

tumult; commotion. 

a tobacco pipe with a water-contain - y 
the smoke is drawn to cool it, a hookah; 
or an uproar. 

- a trifling thing of little or no use. 
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2. A wise king who advised the Greeks on the conduct 
of the Trojan War. 

3 A disease of livestock caused by a oypanosome ear- 
ned by the tsetse fly. 

4. Lido: any bathing resort beside open water. 

Ludo: a “board” game for several players, in which 

counters are moved the number of spaces indicated by 
throws of dice. 

5. c. a large deer of N. America. 
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Arafat seeks Japanese help 
to advance peace process 





TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said on Wednesday 
the Middle East peace 
process is now “passing 
through difficult rimes" and 
sought Japan’s support in the 
face of a new hard-line 
Israel. 

“This ipeace.) process is 
now passing through diffi- 
cult times," Mr. Arafat told a 
lecture audience in Tokyo. 
“It is almost frozen and that 
caused a real crisis which 
undermined all the expecta- 
tions which came to exis- 
tence in the beginning of the 
process.” 

“Japan has a moral and 
, ; political responsibility to 
push forward the peace 
process,” be told guests at a 
reception later. 

“I reiterate the importance 
of your support here in 
friendly Japan, of your role 
and efforts to rescue the 
peace process and push it 
forward again on all tracks" 
Mr. Arafa? said. 

Mr. Arafat's four-day visit 
to Tokyo, which began on 
Tuesday, comes just a week 
after his landmark meeting 
and handshake with new 
Israeli Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Arafat, who in January 
became the first democrati- 
cally chosen Palestinian 
leader, is touring the world 
appealing for pressure on the 
new Israeli leader. 

Mr. Arafat said Israel's 
blockade of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip was stran- 
gling the Palestinian econo- 
my, estimating the daily loss 
at $7 million. 

"We are gravely concerned 
by the Israeli 

practices... which is a viola- 
tion of all the signed agree- 
ment and a challenge to the 
will of international commu- 
nity and the resolutions of 
international legitimacy," 
Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat met Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
Ikeda later in the day. 

Mr. Arafat also reaffirmed 
his support for Iraq's right to 
defend its frontiers against 
U.S. attack. 

“Iraq is trying to protect its 
borders from outside dan- 
gers and we support them," 
he told reporters. 

Mr. Arafat was received by 
Emperor Akihito, who he 
thanked him for Japan's sup- 
port for the Middle East 


peace process which led to 
the creation of the new 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), an imperial 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Arafat commented to 
the Japan Middle East Insti- 
tute of the latest Middle East 
crisis: “We consider that 
what the Iraqis are doing is 
defending their international 
borders.” 

He said he had in the past 
acred as a mediator between 
the Kurds in northern Iraq 
and the Iraqi government of 
Saddam Hussein, now under 
mounting pressure from the 
United States over its mili- 
tary incursions against Kur- 
dish towns. 

“We respect the territorial 
unity of the Iraqi land. This 
is our clear position" added 
Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Arafat had a 25-minute 
meeting with the emperor, 
who expressed hope that 
efforts to make the Middle 
East peace process succeed, 
the spokesman said. 

This is Mr. Arafat's third 
official visit to Japan but the 
first for which his official 
car has used the Palestinian 
flag 


U.S., locking horns with Iraq, 
struggles to keep allies on board 


— ■ , WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
: #:■ j The United States, gearing 

up for another showdown 
over Iraq, faced the chal- 
lenge Wednesday of avert- 
ing" further cracks in the 
allied coalition that stood 
alongside Washington in 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

As the Pentagon posi- 
tioned B-52 bombers to a 
base on the Indian ocean 
island of Diego Garcia, 
the stage was set for a 
replay of fast week's 
diplomatic tussle over 
how to deal with Iraqi 
• President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

The aircraft deployment 

— came after the Pentagon 

— said Iraq had fired a mis- 
sile at two U.S. fighters 
that were patrolling the 
northern no-fly zone and 

t ,) had sent its planes inside 
the southern no-fly zone. 

According to the Penta- 
gon, Iraq has also been 
. repairing air defence sites 
that were hit by U.S. 
cruise missiles last Tues- 
day and Wednesday to 
punish Baghdad for send- 
ing troops into a protected 
Kurdish area in the north. 

Britain and Germany 
supported last week's mis- 
sile strikes against Iraq but 

Rweished 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rweished area, including 
the Rawdat A1 Ban dan Vil- 
lage. 

Speakers at the meeting 
raised the question of this 
village, which, they said, 
still lacks water supply 
and the prime minister 
promised that this issue 
k “‘\would also be tackled by 
“ * the concerned depart- 
ments as soon as possible. 

Mr. Kabariti told the 
meeting that all the com- 
plaints raised by the local 
citizens will be addressed 
by the government. 

Local leaders Had pre- 
sented demands and 
explained their living con- 
ditions saying that they 
live on raising livestock 


France and Russia ques- 
tioned the decision, with 
Moscow foiling plans for 
a U.N. resolution con- 
demning the Iraqi offen- 
sive in the Kurdish areas. 

Russia's top Middle East 
official, Viktor Posava- 
lyuk, renewed Moscow's 
criticism of U.S. actions 
in Iraq on Wednesday, 
charging that Washington 
was meddling in the Kur- 
dish conflict in northern 
Iraq. 

The United States has 
“assumed the right to 
decide who is just and 
who is guilty in the con- 
flict between the Iraqi 
government and the 
Kurds.” Mr. Posavalyuk 
told the Russian weekly 
Argumenty I Fakty in 
Moscow. 

There were also signs 
that France was not pre- 
pared to follow the U.S. 
line on Iraq when the 
French foreign ministry 
this week called for the 
U.N. oil-for-food deal for 
Iraq to move forward. 

The deal that was 
delayed in the wake of the 
Iraqi offensive last week 
will allow Iraq to sell $2 
billion worth of oil twice 
a year to cover the cost of 

and demanded that the 
government help them 
deal with water and ani- 
mal feed problems. 

Earlier prime minister 
chaired a meeting of the 
executive committee of 
Mafraq Governorate and 
listened to Governor 
Ahmad Lawzi outlining 
the services situation in 
the Rweished region. He 
said that development 
plans in the governorate 
had been slated to be com- 
pleted by the middle of 
next year. 

Heads of government 
departments presented 
briefings on the services 
provided to the badia 
region including the 
Rweished area. 


Kurdish refugees enter Iran 


(Continued from page D 

rributed food, medicine and 
other urgently needed 
items to the refugees, the 
situation remained precari- 
ous and a number of young 
children were suffering 
.■{from colic. 

< Iranian women dressed in 
black chadors arrived at 
Bashmaq and asked the 
Kurdish women to cover 
themselves up as required 
by the Islamic republic. 

Local officials have been 
angered by Kurdish women 
who are not wearing veils 


alongside the Iranian sol- 
diers overseeing the area. 

Despite the apparent 

edginess of some members 
of the forces keeping order 
here, refugee life seemed to 
be getting organised bit by 
bit. 

Cisterns were set up at 
various parts of the camp, 
and the women were 

preparing meals and baking 
bread with whatever they 
could scrape together. 

Refugees arriving by car. 
were told to enter the camp 
and leave the vehicle near 
the tents. 


food, medicine and other 
humanitarian supplies that 
are to alleviate the suffer- 
ing from five years of 
sanctions. 

Italy, another U.S. ally, 
urged the U.N. Security 
Council on Wednesday to 
allow the programme to 
go forward in the next two 
months. 

U.S. officials have 
rejected suggestion that 
the coalition that pushed 
Saddam Hussein’s troops 
out of Kuwait in 1991 was 
in tatters in the wake of 
the latest U.S. military 
action against Baghdad. 

State Department ana- 
lysts last week maintained 
Washington held exten- 
sive consultations with its 
allies on Iraq and had 
decided to go it alone, 
knowing that there would 
be some rumblings from 
friendly capitals. 

In Congress, influential 
Republican Senator John 
McCain, an adviser to 
presidential candidate 
Bob Dole, this week com- 
plained that the U.S. 
action had received “very 
little support... from our 
friends and allies.” 

Baghdad 

(Continued from page 1) 

“It is in the interests of 
countries concerned with 
Kurdish affairs to learn 
lessons from what happened 
in the north and to interfere 
no longer in Iraq’s internal 
affairs,” A1 Jumhouriya 
wrote. 

“Those who play the Kur- 
dish card will get their fingers 
burned." the newspaper said, 
adding that Iraq “now knows 
how to play it better than any- 
body else around." 

Baghdad accuses Tehran of 
backing the PUK. while 
Turkey has announced plans 
to set up a border "security 
zone” in northern Iraq to pre- 
vent infiltrations by Turkish 
Kurd rebels. 

The United States mean- 
while moving additional war- 
planes into the Gulf in the 
event of another confronta- 
tion with Baghad, Pentagon 
officials said. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry said a country in the 
region had granted a U.S. 
request to send F-117s there, 
but would not identify it. 

Cable News Network 
reported that the F-l 17s were 
being sent to Kuwait. 

“They already have the 
deployment orders.” Mr. 
Perry told reporters. 

A U.S. defence official said 
eight F-l 17s had orders to 
deploy to the region. 

Mr. Peny said the United 
States did not ask Saudi Ara- 
bia for permission to base the 
F-l 17s there. 






Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) leader Massoud Baizani walks through a cemetery in Sulaimaniyeh after his forces 
took the town from rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan fighters (Reuters photo) 

North Iraq taken — what is Saddam’s price? 


SULAIMANIYEH (R) ~ Kurdish 
* chieftain Massoud Barzani, having 
seized Iraqi Kurdistan, now awaits the 
bill from President Saddam Hussein 
for services rendered. 

With limited but key military assis- 
tance from the Iraqi leader, Mr. 
Barzani and his men swept through 
northern Iraq to realise a long-time 
dream. But at what price? 

‘‘No one knows whether Barzani did 
a deal, but the common wisdom is that 
Saddam does not give favours for 
nothing,” a senior U.N. official in 
northern Iraq told Reuters. 

Mr. Barzani's bold gambit has pro- 
duced more upheaval in northern Iraq 
over the past 10 days than at any point 
since a foiled Kurdish uprising five 
years ago. 

Tens of thousands of panicked 
Kurds fled to the Iranian border, fear- 
ing Mr. Barzani brought Baghdad 
with him despite billing his Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) as the 
authentic voice of Kurdish national- 
ism. 

To retain that mantle, Mr, Barzani 
must hold President Saddam at arm’s 
length, maintain productive relations 
with the West and somehow reconcile 
deeply divided Iraqi Kurds, nearly 
half of whom voted in 1992 elections 
for Jalal Talabani, the rival chieftain 
he vanquished this week. 

Held at bay by Western air power 
and Kurdish resolve since the Kurd 
rebellion collapsed in 1991, President 
Saddam now has a tenuous toehold in 
northern Iraq thanks to Mr. Barzani. 

“I personally don’t think we will see 
an Iraqi government present here. 
Barzani knows that would be the end 
of the aid effort since Baghdad said 
the aid operation is illegal,” the U.N. 
official said. 


But betrayal is the word that has 
formed in the minds, but is not yet on 
the lips, of many Kurds. They’re con- 
vinced Iraqi Kurdistan will not find 
happiness at the hands of President 
Saddam. Hardly a family has not suf- 
fered the loss of a relative at his hands. 

Refugees are not just routed Tala- 
bani soldiers, but also Kurdish civil- 
ians with undimmed memories of tor- 
ture, murder, rape and disappearances 
at the hands of the Saddam regime. 

Although some have returned, 
among those who fled the key cities of 
Erbil and Sulaimaniyeh were aid 
workers, tearing reprisals from Bagh- 
dad. 

Aid worker Fuad Zangani was one 
who. headed home once convinced 
[Iraqi troops .were staying pot: “If Sad- 
dam/Hussein were there and caught 
us, he would kill us.” 

The U.N. official said: “Foreign 
staff are subject to prison terms and 
local staff could face death. The 
humanitarian effort would collapse 
overnight at the first scent of Sad- 
dam's agents.” 

Some Kurds insist Iraqi agents are 
circulating in Erbil and 
Sulaimaniyaeh in Kurdish dress. 
Reporters are hard pressed to support 
the claims, except for eyewitness 
accounts that Saddam’s forces arrest- 
ed Iraqi National Congress and other 
opposition figures in Erbil and execut- 
ed about 100. 

KDP officials say they have taken 
“remedial action” to prevent further 
reprisals. But suspicions of a secret 
deal will not die easily where alle- 
giances shift with dizzying speed. 

Analysts warn that if Mr. Barzani 
allows himself to be romanced by 
Baghdad, Mr. Talabani could rally 
anti-Saddam forces and make a come- 


back. 

President Saddam’s limited military 
assistance to Mr. Barzani — armour 
and artillery around Erbil and possibly 
□ear Degala and Koi Sanjaq — has 
been swiftly followed by sweeteners 
to pull Iraqi Kurdistan into Baghdad’s 
orbit. The Iraqi president has lifted his 
five-year-old blockade and declared a 
broad amnesty. 

Though suspicious, most Kurds 
acknowledge such benefits as lower 
fuel prices, greater business opportu- 
nities and more reliable salaries for 
civil servants who have fared poorly 
under a Kurdish experiment in self- 
government. 

Mr. Barzani has issued his own 
amnesty to Mr. Talabani’s Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) forces .and 
..Said that once Mr. Talabani admits 
defeat new elections must be organ- 
ised in which the defonged PUK 
would be eligible to participate. 

Supporters say Mr. Barzani is bet- 
ting he can pit Baghdad against the 
West and win economic benefits for 
his people and power for himself 
while relying on the Western air 
umbrella to prevent President Saddam 
moving in. 

In Ankara, a spokesman for Mr. 
Barzani’s KDP said the faction was 
signing no agreements with President 
Saddam and that only parliament 
could make such a deal. 

But critics reckon the KDP leader is 
supping with a devil, who will not be 
denied. 

The PUK’s ■ Ankara spokesman 
Shazad Saib brushed aside the KDP 
election offer, telling Reuters: “What 
kind of elections? It will be like the 
elections of Saddam Hussein. And I 
think the KDP is an extension of the 
Iraqi government.” 


“We requested another 
country. That request has 
been granted and we will be 
sending the F-l 1 7s there,” he 
said. 

A pair of B-52s left their 
base in Guam which headed 
for the island of Diego Garcia 
in the Arabian Sea near the 
Gulf, the officials said. 

“The air force has received 
permission to base the B-52s 
on Diego,” said a sources 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. Two B-52s took 
part in the last round of cruise 
missile attacks against Iraq. 

Other possible military 
responses are under consider- 
ation. including the place- 
ment of a second aircraft car- 
rier and F-1 17 bombers in the 
region, military sources said. 

About 50 additional U.S. 
warplanes are based in Incir- 
lik. Turkey, but the Pentagon 
so far has confined its anacks 
on Iraq to the south, regard- 
ing it as Baghdad's strategic 
centre. 

Thai leaves six U.S. war- 
ships in the Gulf chat are 
equipped with Tomahawk 
cruise missiles and warplanes ■ 
aboard the Vinson, whose 83 
aircraft include 20 F/A-1SC 
fighters. 18 F-l4Ds and a 
dozen A-6Es. 

The action comes in the 
wake of a pair of provoca- 
tions from the Iraqi leader's 
military forces, including the 
firing of two missiles at a pair 
of U.S. F-l 6s patrolling over 
northern Iraq Wednesday. 

A Pentagon official, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymi- 
ty. said initial reports that two 
missiles were involved appar- 
ently are incorrect. 


“U turns out the two tF-16) 
pilots saw the same missile 
from different angles, not two 
separate missiles,” the offi- 
cial said. 

A senior Pentagon official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that Presi- 
dent Saddam appears to be 
misreading U.S. resolve in 
the matter. 

“1 think he’s made the mis- 
calculation that we won’t act 
because of the elections.” the 
official said. “He miscalcu- 
lates all the time.” 

The military officials also 
said ihat besides firing two 
missiles at U.S. aircraft, an 
Iraqi MiG-25 jet flew 
towards the no-fly zone in the 
south, but did not penetrate it. 
That is a typical type of test- 
ing action taken by the Iraqi 
pilots, the military officials 
said. 

Following the failed 
attempt to a send missile 
towards the U.S. aircraft in 
the northern zone, two U.S. . 
F-15Es attempted to try to 
find the missile site, but they 
were unable to do so. a third 
military official said. 

The Iraqis apparently 
turned the radar on. fired the' 
missile and then shut the 
radar down within seconds, 
the official said. 

The missile incident 
occurred so quickly that U.S. 
warplanes were unable to 
retaliate. Pentagon officials 
.confirmed. 

They said the F-l 6s were 
illuminated by Iraqi radar for 
two seconds — not enough 
lime to accurately target die 
U.S. fighters but also too 
briefly for the F-l 6s to return 


fire with harm radar-seeking 
missiles. 

About 20 U.S. and British 
warplanes were in the air at 
the time supporting the “no 
fly” zone north of the 36th 
Parallel, the Pentagon said. 
No French aircraft were fly- 
ing in the north at the time, a 
Pentagon official said. 

In the south, neither the 
helicopter nor the MiG-25 
were detected by electronic 
means crossing the 33rd Par- 
allel, the new northern 
boundary of the southern “no 
fly” zone, the officials said. 

No U.S. warplanes were in 
the area at the time, they 
said. 

Iraq has complained to the 
United Nations about Presi- 
dent Clinton's offer to help 
Iraqis escape fighting in 
northern Iraq and warns it 
will take “all steps it deems 
necessary” to defend its terri- 
tory from U.S. “aggression.” 

In letters Tuesday to Secre- 
tary-General Boutros Ghali 
and the Security Council, 
Iraq complained that Mr. 
Clinton was illegally interfer- 
ing in Iraqi internal affairs. 

U.N. sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the letters were received late 
Tuesday, but they refused to 
release the text. 

On .Monday. Mr. Clinton 
said ihe United States was 
trying to help anyone who 
needs to escape the fighting 
in northern Iraq, but “our 
ability to . control internal 
events in Iraq is limited.” 

Other U.S. . officials said 
only Western government and 
relief officials were being 
evacuated from nonhem Iraq. 


Ethnic Kurds have raised 
fears of severe Iraqi reprisals 
against anyone suspected of 
sympathising with the United 
States. 

In a separate complaint, 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Moha mma d 

A1 Sahaf said Turkey's plan 
to establish a buffer zone into 
northern Iraq constituted 
“acts of aggression... openly 
supported by the United 
States of America.” 

Mr. Sahaf accused the Unit- 
ed States of encouraging the 
Turks to take steps which 
challenge Iraqi sovereignty 
and independence. 

“The Iraqi government 
reserves the right to take any 
steps it deems necessary to 
defend its territorial integrity 
and sovereignty and to ensure 
the safety of its people in the 
fxe of the policy of aggres- 
sion pursued by the United 
States,” he said in a letter to 
the council Tuesday. 

The PUK of Jalal Talabani 
meanwhile rejected as 
worthless an amnesty offer 
from President Saddam.- 

“Saddam has no credibili- 
ty.” the PUK's representative 
in London, Latif Rashid, told 
AFP. 

He said: “Anyone who 
accepts an amnesty from this 
dictator will meet the same 
fate as Hussein Kama! Has- 
san” President Saddam’s 
son-in-law who defected to . 
Jordan and was murdfifie&an-- 
February several days after 
returning to Baghdad. 

“Saddam is not in a posi- 
tion to offer amnesties. 
Instead he should be begging 
forgiveness from all the Iraqi 


Iran says 
U.S. is 
behind 
Iraq events 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A 
senior Iranian official 
accused the United Slates on 
Wednesday of encouraging 
Iraq to attack its Kurdish 
population and provoke a 
refogee influx into neigh- 
bouring Iran. 

“Iraq could not have 
entered the safe zone 
declared by the United 
States without Washington's 
support,” said Parti ament 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nuri. 

He was referring to the 
Kurdish safe haven set up by 
the U.S.-led allies after the 
1991 Gulf war. 

“With the Americans 
retreating and clan tying 
their stand, it became obvi- 
ous that we were right in our 
analysis,” he said, quoted by 
Iran's official news agency 
IRNA. 

The speaker charged earli- 
er this month that Iraq acted 
on a U.S. “green light” to 
help the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Parry (KDP) expel the 
rival Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) from Erbil, the 
main city in Kurdish-held 
northern Iraq. 

The United States, which 
launched missile attacks 
against Iraq last week in 
retaliation, has ruled out 
U.S. military action in the 
north and blamed the inter- 
Nateq fighting for the crisis. 

Mr. Nategh-Nuri argued 
that the United States had 
supported an Iraqi incursion 
in the north so as to “stop the 
inroad of (Iran's) Islamic 
revolutionary culture in the 
region.” 

In justifying its action, 
Baghdad said it had heeded a 
call for help from the KDP 
to check Iranian influence in 
the region. 

The KDP.has .since tight- 
ened its grip pn most of 
northern Iraq, wEfere tens of 
thousands of Kurds have 
been displaced toward the 
Iranian border to escape 
attack. 

“In the past six years the 
Iraqi people have continual- 
ly suffered from moves by 
the Iraqi government and 
counter-moves from the 
United States.” Iran’s state 
radio said. 

’The latest developments 
in Iraq and the bitter mas- 
sacre and homelessness of 
innocent people is yet anoth- 
er page of a repeated collu- 
sion” between Baghdad and 
Washington,” it said. 

Interior ministry officials 
have refused to allow in 
refugees in large numbers, 
.but Iran has been settling 
them at border regions and 
providing help. 

people.” 

Mr. Rashid also lashed out 
at the United States which, 
he said, had “betrayed'’ the 
Kurdish people. 

“Frankly, we were betrayed 
by the Americans who. since 
. the beginning of the Iraqi 
offensive against Erbil. did 
nothing to stop Saddam Hus- 
sein's anny.” he said. 

An Iraqi opposition move- 
ment said that Iraq's sixth 
armoured division had been 
seen moving southward to 
Um Qaser near Basra in 
southeastern Iraq towards 
Kuwait. 

“Our sources from Basra ... 
confirmed the movement of 
the 6th Armoured Division 
towards Um Qaser district 
south of Basra” on Tuesday, 
the Supreme Council for 
Islamic Resistance in Iraq 
(SCIRI) said in a statement. 

“A convoy of large military 
trucks have been seen carry- 
ing the tanks of die 6th 
Armoured Division and mov- 
ing south...” it said. 

It added that troops bad 
been seen, massing at an air 
base northeast of the Zubair 
district, as well as in the. 
southern suburbs of Basra. 

On Tuesday. SCIRI report- 
ed heavy Iraqi troop move- 
ments in southern Iraq. 

Washington also said it had 
observed similar troop move- 
ments. saying it was “watch- 
ing closely.” 

Diplomat in Kuwait said 
they had no infonnation of 
the reported Iraqi military 
movements near the border of 
the emirate. 
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Military personnel represent highest 
number of public sector workforce 


Following is the third and last part of an 
article on the size of the Jordanian public 
sector and the financial costs it entails. 
The second part appeared Wednesday . 
Sept.ll, 1996 


By Samir Ghawi 
Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — The military 
sector which comprises the 
Armed Forces, the Public 
Security Department, the 
Civil Defence Department, 
the General Intelligence 
Department and the Royal 
Medical Services is the 
largest employer as it cov- 
ers 42.8 per cent of all those 
who work in the public sec- 
tor. a study by the Depart- 
ment of the Budget (DoB) 


shows. 

Totalling 150.000 per- 
sons, the military sector 
accounts for 14.9 per cent 
of the overall Jordanian 
workforce which is estimat- 
ed at 1.010,000 persons on 
the assumption that the 
□umber increases by 50.000 
persons each year. 

The second largest area of 
the public sector is the field 
of education and technolo- 
gy where 84.329 persons 
are employed. The number 
represents 24. 1 per cent of 
the public sector workforce 


and S.4 per cent of the over- 
all workforce. 

Nearly 55,000 persons 
work in the field of eco- 
nomic development to 
make this area the third 
largest of the public sector. 
The percentage, as such, is 
15.7 per cent of the public 
sector and 5.4 per cent of 
the overall workforce. 

By accounting for 7.4 per 
cent and 2.6 per cent of the 
public sector workforce and 
the overall workforce 
respectively, the health and 
social services occupy 
fourth place with a total 
number of 25.807 workers. 

In other areas, 16,065 are 
employed in the communi- 
cations and transport fields, 
7,049 in financial manage- 
ment, 4,436 in cultural and 
information services, 4.787 


in interior affairs, 1,175 in 
international affairs and 
1,364 in general manage- 
ment 

Based on these figures, 
the study calculated that the 
public sector workforce 
accounted for 34.7 per cent 
of the overall Jordanian 
workforce in 1996 com- 
pared to 35.6 per cent in 
1995, noting that the over- 
all workforce was 960,000 
in 1995 and 1,010,000 per- 
sons in 1996. 

The study recommended 
controlling the inflated 
public sector workforce 
through specific employ- 
ment standards, such as: 

1- Halting the creation of 
any new jobs except under 
utmost need and only in 
areas related to population 
growth such as health and 


education. 

2- Exercising practical 
financial control on all allo- 
cations for capital projects, 
especially those related to 
workers who get paid from 
the “capital expenditure” 
account 

3- Studying the possibili- 
ty and employing civil ser- 
vants who are paid from the 
regular budget to replace 
the workforce needed for 
capital projects. 

4- Terminating the ser- 
vices of all who work on 
project basis immediately 
after the completion of the 
project 

5- Considering the parti- 
iparion of the Armed Forces 
in infra-structure projects. 


Pakistan devalues currency 


KARACHI (AFP)— Pak- 
istan Tuesday devalued its 
rupee by 3.8 per cent 
against the dollar, marking 
on overall 18 per cent fall in 
the value of its currency 
since June 1995. 

Announcing the decision, 
the central State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP), set the new 
rate of exchange at 36.97 
rupees to the dollar, up 
from the previous 35.62. 

The dollar has appreciat- 
ed significandy in relation 
to all other major curren- 
cies, SBP Governor 
Mohammad Yaqub, told a 
press conference here. 

“We are not (the) dollar 
but are linked with fthe) 
dollar so we had to go for 
such a devaluation,” he 
added. 

In June 1995 , one dollar 
was equal tb '31.01 rupees 
according -to the official 
rate. 

Foreign exchage dealers 
said the devaluation was 
expected and added that 
’‘the rupee value may fall 
further in the open currency 


market and will further 
increase the demand for 
U.S. currency.” 

Khanani and Kaalia 
International, a leading cur- 
rency dealer, said the deval- 
uation was aimed at satisfy- 
ing the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) in the hope 
that it will release a pledged 
$85 million in credits to 
Pakistan. 

“The government wanted 
to show the IMF that it 
deserves to get the loans 
after going for further 
devaluation in the rupee.” a 
manager of the firm said. 

Tuesday's devaluation 
was the ninth since the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto unveiled 
the heavily tax-laden bud- 
get in June, causing uncer- 
tainty about Pakistan’s fis- 
cal position and . foreign 
exchange reserves. 

In October 1995, the gov- 
ernment devalued the rupee 
by seven per cent saying 
the move was aimed at 
enhancing the country's 
exports. But since then the 


value of rupee has contin- 
ued to fall. 

Mr. Yaqub, cited the same 
reason for the latest devalu- 
ation, saying the move 
would have a favourable 
impact on the country's 
exports. 

“First Prime Minister 
Bhutto was reluctant for 
political reasons but then 
agreed after being con- 
vinced by me,” he added. 

The opposition parties, 
which accuse Ms. Bhutto of 
economic mismanagement, 
have been waging a cam- 
paign to oust her from 
power. 

Mr. Yaqub stressed the 
decision was also intended 
to control speculators who 
were making fast money on 
the opeo currency market. 

He said the remittances 
from. ■ ’ Pakistanis living 

abroad • • would now 

increase. 

Pakistan is expected to 
export goods worth of $8.2 
billion while its imports are 
likely to be around $11.6 
billion. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 

1 Summoned 

6 Sharp bark 

10 Intention 

14 Rope plant 

15 Butterine 

16 — Royale 

17 Angler’s baskei 

18 Ancient Greek 
coin 

19 Pleased 

20 Patti Paqe hit 

23 Also 

24 — de mer 

25 NASA theme 
song? 

33 Brings up 

34 — avis 

35 — in the bud 

37 Oohs and — 

38 Boosts one’s 
product 

40 Head: Fr. 

41 Gl’s hangout 

42 Jog 

43 Subway 

44 Astronaut s 
question? 

48 Towel word 

49 Actor Linden 

50 Jimmy 
Johnson's 
favorite song? 

57 Formal dance 

58 Agatha 
Christie's “Death 
on the — " 

59 Trunk item 

61 Seed covering 

62 Fitzgerald of 
note 

63 Type of 
battery 

64 Contradict 

65 Oliver or Rex 

66 Freud follower 

DOWN 

1 Moccasin 

2 City on the 
Jumna 

3 Celt 

4 Daredevil 
Knievel 

5 Takes out 

6 Hello, there 1 

7 Czech river 

8 Uns 


14 


17 


6 

7 

8 

9 

15 




18 
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64 
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52 

53 


58 




62 




65 






All rights reserved 

9 Chemical 
compounds 

10 ‘American — " 
(Gere movie) 

11 Capital of 
Norway 

12 Ladd 

13 Conducted 

21 "I — Rhythm" 

22 “I Remember — ' * 

25 Teutonic title 

26 Tether 

27 ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels' 
creature 

23 25D in the 
USA 

29 Verity 

30 Crone 

31 — a customer 

32 Yegg's 
explosive 

36 Lowly 
laborer 

38 James Brown's 

ol Love- 

39 Ship's record 

40 Pro — 

42 Slender 
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43 Musical 
Manchester 

45 Altogether 

46 Hang by a — 

47 Pork product 

50 Old, grey beast? 

51 Actor* Ken. qf 
"Ihirty something" 


52 Base 

53 Fashion 
magazine 

54 Like peas in — 

55 Stores galore 

56 Dies — 

57 Rotten 
60 Goof 


Alloush: RSS is not 
public sector institution 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Saeed 
Alloush, vice president of 
the Royal. Scientific Soci- 
ety (RSS). told the Jordan 
limes Monday that the arti- 
cle entitled “Government 
pays JD 88.58 million in 
salaries to 464,449 citizens 
each month” and published 
Monday Sept. 10. 1996 has 
incorrectly classified the 
RSS as a public sector enti- 
ty that pays salaries to its 
employees from the gov- 
ernment treasury. 

Dr. Alloush emphasised 
that the RSS is a private 
entity being independent 
administratively and finan- 
cially. He said that classify- 
ing the RSS as a public sec- 
tor entity would harm the 
image and role of the RSS 
especially in the 


international level and in 
foreign circles. Her further 
added that the RSS was 
registered as a society at the 
Ministry of Interior and has 
no other registration as a 
public institution. 

The Jordan Times con- 
tacted Abdul Rahman 
Ajlouni, the director gener- 
al of the Department of the 
Budget which prepared the 
study, and be confirmed 
that the RSS was financial- 
ly and administratively 
independent and that the 
government does not pay 
any salaries to the RSS. He 
clarified the entity was 
classified as public solely 
for the purpose of the study 
and for the general support 
that the government shows 
for the RSS. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“If you were a dog, you'd wag your 
tail when you’re glad to see me. 
Since you don't have a tail, you 
■can just wiggle your hips.” 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 
12, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 

Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You have assumed oblig- 
ations which now have to be handled at this time, so do 
so conscientiously Don't get involved in some disagree- 
ment. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 21) An fellow associate can 
be as stubborn as you await a better day to discuss an 
important maiter with influential individuals. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Find the best way in 
which to do your career activities easily and calmly today 
and you can get much accomplished in your duties. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Stick to inex- 
pensive pleasures so that you need not jeopardise present 
security. Show that you are truly devoted to your loved 
ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think out the best way to 
straighten out the melee at home and establish harmony 
there at this time. Be firm, but kind. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Much care i> 
imperative in motion of all kind so that you can avoid 
costly accidents. LTse diplomacy in handling correspon- 
dence. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Don’t spend 
money foolishly because you are in a confused state of 
mind for a few minutes. Drive carefully while on the 
highway. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A feeling of 
frustration is setting in where gaining your personal 
wishes are concerned so be sure it is really what you 
desire. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 > Get 
rid of those restricting situations which bother you today, 
but do so quietly for best results in your career activities. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you are 
overly demanding at this time, you will not gain the aims 
you desire to reach. Forget your usual buddies, seek out 
new friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Be sure to act 
in a poised fashion if you are to be with important indi- 
viduals today or tonight for you to be successful. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Be cautious in that 
new course of action you are taking today otherwise you 
can get easily taken. Drive with care while on the high- 
way. 

Birthstone of September: 

Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argtnon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form, 
tour'brcfinary.yvbrtis . . ' 
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WHAT GM? 0O£“5> 

, WHEN JUNIOR &£T3 
N^W Ott. 


Now arrange the circled loners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*-»*"- i: 1 1 rn ^ rrxx 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles. DRAMA ELEGY VANDAL TRUDGE 
Answer - When Junior got inio the yam. Mom 
became — UNRAVELED 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 




fhfl ? 


r.-t' 


Saudi group 
sets up 400 n 
million riyal 
sheep farm 

MANAMA (R) — Saudi 
Arabia's Al Rajhi group of s 
industries has set up a 400 
million riyal ($107 million) 
sheep farm in Al Jouf in the ' 
north to meet increasing 
demand for locally reared • 
sheep and goats, a Saudi 

newspaper said, 

Saudi Arabia is one of the il 
world's most lucrative - 
markets for live sheep 
exports. But more stringent 
health regulations on sheep 
imports have seen some 
exporters turned away in •’ 
recent years. ; 

The daily Arab News 
quoted Al Rajhi Group ' 
Managing Director Khaled *■- •' 
Sulaiman as saying the new V ..' 
farm had begun rearm* 
some 200.000 sheep. c 
Al Rajhi Group also -1’ 
owns and operates Al 
Watania Poultry, the largest 
poultry farm in the Middle 
EasL 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR FRI- 
DAY SEPTEMBER 13, 
19960V Thomas S. Pier- 
son. . 

Astrologer, Carroll 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Contact per- 
sons out of town whose 
ideas are different to 
your own and make real 
progress at this time for 
your success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21 ) Get into mone- 
tary affairs which ’ are 
important today and 
express yourself intelli- 
gently. Show that you are 
reliable in the duties you 
are involved with. 
GEMINI: (May '2J to 
June 21) Get" Tri touch 
with outside fellow asso- 
ciates today and get 
much accomplished with 
this kind of support. Be 
courteous with everyone. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
at those career activities 
ahead of you in an 
enthused and happy fash- 
ion and they will be a 
breeze for you to be pros- 
perous. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Make the plans to 
have a delightful time in 
the evening today, and 
then follow through in 
the evening with ideas on 
a new project. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22 T Plan how 
to add to your activities 
which will improve your 
home life. Plan a party in 
the evening with close 
friends and loved ones. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Handle 
the correspondence 
which witl bring new 
opportunities to advance 
into your life and success 
in your career activities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
have to give anention to 
financial and other prac- 
tical matters today, and in 
the evening, an expert 
helps you out wdth a new 
project. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

( November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21 ) You have person- 
al problematical affairs 
to. study early today and 
by later this evening you 
can solve them wisely for 
you to be successful. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Be 
sure that your motives 
are good in any activity 
you have started. Get 
together with the one you 
love in the evening. 
AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) See as 
many good close friends 
as you can today and 
make new acquaintances. 
The evening is fine for 
enjoying amusements. 
PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) You can 
accomplish a great deal 
in the outside world, both 
today and in the evening. 
Don't neglect , civic 
duties which must be 
accomplished. 

Birthstone of Septem- 
ber: Sapphire — Lapis 
Lazuli. 
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By Christina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

■ AMMAN — Jordan’s first 
general export marketing 
and management workshop 
organised by the Jordan 
Export Development and 
Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JEDCO) aims at 
the establishment of a bilat- 
eral trade cooperation 
agreement between the 
organisation itself and the 
Dutch Centre for the Pro- 
motion of Imports from 
developing countries (.CPI) 
to enter the European mar- 
ket. 

The semi -governmental 
JEDCO, which was found- 
ed in 1972 as a joint venture 
between the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade,* the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try and the Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce 
mainly looks after small 
and middle-sized compa- 
nies in the region. 

“Jordan’s trade balance is 
still very much in favour of 

Filipino 
workers in 
Middle 
East on the 
decline 

MANILA (R) — The 
□umber of Filipinos 
going to work in the Mid- 
dle East fell by 9.83 per 
cent in the first half of 
1996 due to tougher 
recruitment laws, ^ the 
Philippine Oversea 
Employment Administra- 
tion (POEA) has said. 

A total of 326.523 Fil- 
ipinos went to work in 
Gulf states in first six 
months of the year, down 
from 362.107 in the same 
period last year. 

POEA deputy adminis- 
trator Tito Genilo said 
the new law prescribed 
harsher penalties for ille- 
gal recruitments, espe- 
cially of women. 

“A skilled and informed 
worker is our best protec- 
tion against exploita- 
tion,’' Mr. Genilo said in 
a statement. 

About four million Fil- 
ipinos work abroad and 
their remittances are an 
important source of for- 
eign exchange. But most 
are employed in menial 
jobs and recent cases and 
allegations of exploita- 
tion has made the country 
cautious about allowing 
workers to go overseas. 


Dutch organisation to support Jordan 
to become a centre for regional trade 


the European community," 
Ghaith Sharaiha, the head 
of JEDCO’s international 
cooperation section told the 
Jordan Tunes Wednesday. 

“The European market is 
a very potential one with a 
huge purchasing power,” he 
said. “It is a challenging 
opportunity for the work- 
shop’s participants to face 
the possibility of being pan 
of such a market and do 
(successful) business over 
there.” 

Mr. Sharaiha also stated 
that it is still a long way to 
go but the initial step was 
taken with the set up of the 
meeting. 

During the workshop, the 
participants will be famil- 
iarised with the best way to 
promote their products tak- 
ing into consideration con- 


sumer behaviour, existing 
requirements and regula- 
tions and distribution chan- 
nels in the European mar- 
ket. 

Deputy Director J.C. Jur- 
ijens said that upon the 
organisation’s establish- 
ment in 1971 its original 
aim was to promote import 
from Third World countries 
to the Netherlands and was 
later expanded to the Euro- 
pean Community. 

The organisation works 
on the exporting countries' 
side in cooperation with 
local trade promotion 
organisations (TPO) aiming 
to boost their exports to 
Europe. 

The association supports 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and 
trade exhibitions in devel- 


oping countries in their pro- 
motion of exports to*- the 
European Union. 

On the TPO’s side — 
which equals JEDCO’s 
position hue — the associ- 
ation takes care of the 
workshop's organisation, 
which includes the rent of 
the space needed, the invi- 
tation of the companies and 
the bearing of the costs for 
the event itself, whereas the 
CPI organises the consul- 
tants and the lecturer’s pro- 
gramme. 

The whole lecturing-staff 
belongs to the CPI’s gener- 
al marketing consultants 
department and does not 
charge any money for the 
rendering of their services. 
It is funded by the Dutch’s 
ministry of foreign affairs. 

‘This workshop”, Mr. 


Jurrjens explained, “has 
three targets: A promotional 
one for the JEDCO and CPI 
to show the willingness of 
cooperation, die transfer of 
knowhow to the seminar’s 
participants and finally to 
find out under what circum- 
stances a bilateral trade cor- 
poration agreement 

between JEDCO and CPI 
could be established.” 

“Our organisation,” he 
continued, “ is looking for 
possibilities to support 
JEDCO, and thus Jordan, to 
become a centre for region- 
al trade in the Middle East 
Although Jordan is a very, 
small country, it may per- 
form a major regional func- 
tion.” 

To achieve this aim, he 
stressed, JEDCO first of all 
has to prepare Jordanian 
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companies to provide more 
and better trade within the 
region. CPI will then pro- 
vide training and participa- 
tion programmes to adjust 
them to the European stan- 
dards mid make them thus 
compatible for the regional 
market 

The one-year programme 
of CPI consists of seven 
major steps, whereby in 
Jordan they mainly concen- 
trate on the integrated 
export promotion and the 
market information pro- 
gramme. 

This programme is 
designed for six product 
groups which starts with a 
product market testing and 
offers its litigants an 
international trade lair par- 
ticipation in the European 
Union (EU) at the end, 
which is regarded as a great 
opportunity to meet with 
potential trade partners. 

The expenses for such an 
programme are minimised 
as the participants only 
have to pay for their trans- 


portation and accommoda- 
tion .The information pro- 
gramme then gives the 
region access to relevant 
market news and publica- 
tions, called ‘telematic’. 

During the process the 
CPI wiU work on an 
improved training pro- 
gramme according to the 
regional needs. 

These are the setting up of 
a business plan, the famil- 
iarisation with the Euro- 
pean trade requirements, 
the incoterms. international 
marketing, improvement of 
language skills and die 
access to data bases. 

The suggested market- 
entry strategy by CPI for 
Jordan to set food on the 
European market is either 
‘low profile’ or ‘niche mar- 
keting’, where the product’s 
promotion costs are ranging 
from affordable to low and 
the risk taken is reasonable. 

According to Mr. Jurrjens 
Jordan has to provide high- 
quality goods and services 
at a competitive price. He 


said that the country's phar- 
maceutical and medical 
equipment as well as the 
Dead Sea products are 
standing the best chances so 
far. 

The date for the signing 

of a three-year trade coipo- 

ration agreement — which 
might be further extended 
after that period — is not 
set yet as it depends on a 
supply survey to be con- 
ducted by JEDCO and the 
companies that will partici- 
pate in the programme . 

A participation of at least 
10 companies is required as 
otherwise the organisation's 
expenses will be too high. 

The workshop is attended 
by 115 participants (nine 
participants are from the 
Palestinian territories) rep- 
resenting the service and 
manufacturing sector. 

The four-day seminar 
which lasts from Sept.9 
until 12 takes place at the 
Forte Grand Hotel. 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 J 
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‘pati&urxe 

Sottfid & Safari £a{e 

\ OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 

Tel. 857199 

Fax 898537 

0mm uthal&a 
behind San Rock 
‘ Hotel 
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1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
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tamat 20 x SO cm 
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a .M COMFORTABLY At 
A IK-COND/TIONED 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

• FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

m SATELLITE TV. & DIRECT • 
DIAL TELEPHONE UNES. 
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HOTEL APARTMENTS 

THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 

C PATRIATES & FAMILIES 
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f SPECIAL PRICES ^ 
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REAL ESTATE 


For details please call 

Tel * 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 
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Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
„ Sushi 
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\ FLATS 
\VILLAS 
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BYBLOS 




Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 


Leonardo da Vinci 
Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 

Free Vallet Parking 

Reservation Required 
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( Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers' 


J Um Hth ainah 
Madina M. Street 
Telefax ( 811395 )* 
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Former European champions 
step into the unknown 


LONDON iR ) — Three of Europe's past 
champions reach for their guide books and 
step into the relative unknown on Thursday 
as the European Cup winners’ cup swings 
into action. 

Liverpool. Barcelona and PSV Eindhoven 
begin their campaigns agtf’M teams they 
would be hard-pressed to piuci on Europe's 
bevvilderingly diverse soccer map. 

English Giants Liverpt -l rake their 
unquestionable European pedigree to 
Finland, where they meet Mypa-47 
Anjalonkoski. 

The Merseysiders have won four 
European Cups and two UEFA Cups, and 
start among the favourites to win the one 
European trophy to have eluded them so far. 

Ironically, they are the one big side in the 
competition who qualified for the cup win- 
ners' cup without winning a cup. losing to 
arch-rivals Manchester United in the F.A. 
Cup final. 

Only when United went on to lift the 
English League title did Liverpool qualify 
for Thursday's first round. 

PSV Eindhoven of the Netherlands, who 
won their solitary European Cup title back 
in I98S. travel to’Georgia to tackle Dynamo 
Batumi. 

PSV have often (anguished in the shadow 
of Ajax Amsterdam since their finest hour, 
bur this season they have proved unstop- 
pable in their domestic league. 

After disposing of Ajax in the curtain- 
raiser to the Dutch season they won their 
first four league games, scoring 15 goals 
and conceding just three. 

Brazil's former PSV striker ronaldo will 
spearhead Barcelona's trophy bid when 
they open their account at home to AEK 
Lamaca of Cyprus. 


The Spanish Giants, who lifted the 
European Cup in 1992, have former 
England manager bobby robson at the 
helm, and an awesome new-look team 
including Portuguese international goal- 
keeper Vitor Baia and Brazilian Giovanni, 
who wore Pele’s number 10 shirt at Santos. 

The Catalans also have the best cup 
Winners’ Cup record of any side in the 
competition, having won the trophy in 
1979, 1982 and 1989, and are among only 
three teams playing on Thursday to have 
lifted the cup before. 

The others are holders Paris Saint 
Germain, who beat rapid Vienna in Brussels 
in last season’s final, and Fiorentina, who 
won the first cup winners’ cup in 1961 — 
beating Glasgow Rangers over rwo legs. 

PSG start their defence with what should 
be a lesiurely stroll past Vaduz of 
Liechtenstein, defeated 14-1 on aggregate 
by Czech side Hradec Kralove in the same 
competition last year. 

Fiorentina look to build on the impressive 
Italian performances in the UEFA Cup on 
Tuesday night when they travel to Gloria 
Bistrita of Romania. 

Red star Belgrade meet Germany’s 
Kaiserslautern in an intriguing tie which is 
difficult to call. 

The once-mighty red star — European 
Cup winners in 1991 — remain an enigma 
following their country’s recent isolation 
from international soccer, while the 
Germans are notoriously erratic. 

Last season Kaiserslautern won the 
German Cup while slithering out of the top 
flight of the Bundesliga. This year they 
head the second division table but crashed 
out of the cup in the first round to tiny 
regional league side Greuther Fuerth. 


WTA 

leading 

women’s 

money 

winners 


ST. PETERSBURG [Ry— 
Leading women’smoney 
winners in women's tennis 
as issued by the Corel 
WTA Tour following the 
U.S Open. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


1. Steffi Graf S2.223.5S1 

2. A. Sanchez Sl.3S3.949 

3. Monica Seles $985,754 

4. C.Martinez $751,051 

5. Jana Novotna $626,977 

6. L. Davenport $73,413 

7. M. Hingis S55S.826 
S. Iva Majoli $491,035 

9. MJ.FemandezS409.456 

10. Anke Huber S3 76.565 

11. KimikoDate S362.936 

12. M. McGrath S361.7I8 

13. G. Fernandez $343,144 

14. Irina Spirleu S342.259 

15. H. Sukova S339.466 

16. L.Neiland S33S.763 

17. C. Rubin S323.389 

18. N. Zvereva $319,170 

19. A. Coetzer $299,357 


16. L.Neiland S33S.763 

17. C. Rubin S323.389 

18. N. Zvereva $319,170 

19. A. Coetzer $299,357 

20. K.HabsudovaS2S2.242 


Leading 

ATP 

prize-money 

winners 


MONACO i R) — Leading 
prize-money winners 
issued by the ATP tour. 

I .V. Kafelnikov $1,629,763 

2. P. Sampras $1,617,922 

3. T. .M uster $ 1 .456.276 

4. G. Iwini.sevicS 1.387.005 
j.M.Chane $1,342,266 

6. R. Krajicek SI. 174.2 11 

7. A. Agassi $1,045,660 
$. T. \VoodbridseS921.6S8 
4. M. Woodforde $875,362 

10. W. Ferreira $872,140 

11. J.HIasek $776,413 

12. M.Rossci $767,039 

1 3. P. Hiiarhuis $710,206 

14. M. Rios $699.4 IS 

15. B. Becker $694,657 
In, Alberto Costa$6S4,056 
17. T. Martin $679,486 
IS. B. Back $602,942 

19. M Stich S602.635 

20. T. Muster $542,147 


Graf likely to miss home event 

LEIPZIG, Germany (R) — U.S. Open champion 
Steffi Graf may miss a home event in Leipzig start- 
ing this month because of the attention surrounding 
her father's tax evasion trial, the organiser said on 
Tuesday. "She is still top of the entry list But I have 
my doubts because the tax trial in Mannheim is like- 
ly to cast its shadow as far as Leipzig,” tournament 
director Ivan Radosevic said. Peter Graf went on 
trial last week with a family tax advisor charged 
with evading tax worth 19 million ntarks ($13 mil- 
lion) on his daughter's earnings between 1989 and 
1993. World number one Graf, who clinched her 
21st Grand Slam tide three days after her father's 
trial began, is still under investigation in the affair 
but has not been charged. 


Redgrave may go for 5th title 

LONDON (R) — Rower Steve Redgrave, who won 
his fourth consecutive Olympic title in Atlanta, will 
decide within the next two months whether to try 
for a fifth title at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 
Redgrave, 34, and Matthew Pinsent won the 
Coxless pairs title in Atlanta, Britain’s only gold 
medal of the Games. Immediately after the victory, 
Redgrave said he would not be competing in 
Sydney but he has subsequently hinted that he 
might change his mind. "I know it’s going to be a 
very big decision to. give up,” Redgrave told 
reporters Wednesday. “I’m very, very tempted to go 
to Sydney...I' II make a decision in the next couple 
of months." 


Schumacher’s manager fined 

STUTTGART ( R) — A German court issued a sum- 
mons on Wednesday against the manager of 
Formula One motor racing champion Michael 
Schumacher for tax evasion because he failed to 
declare income earned on the sale of a Ferrari sports 
car. A district court in the southwestern city of 
Stuttgart ordered Weber to pay a 250.000 Mark 
f$ 165, 100) fine because he failed to declare to tax 
authorities income from the car sale. The court said 
Weber has until September 20 to appeal against the 
ruling. If he appeals, the 54-year-old Weber will 
have to appear before the district court. 


CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Ben Kingsley... in 

SPECIES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Injured 
Ivanisevic 
out of 
Romanian 
Open 

BUCHAREST (R> — 
Goran Ivanisevic pulled 
out of the Romanian 
Open tennis tournament 
with a shoulder injury on 
Wednesday in a second 
crushing blow to organis- 
ers after the withdrawal 
of top seed Boris Becker 
the previous day. 

“He told the doctor he 
has bad recurrent pains in 
his left shoulder since his 
U.S. Open semifinal 
defeat by Pete Sampras 
on Saturday,” tourna- 
ment spokesman Mihai 
Rusu said. 

Ivanisevic, the tourna- 
ment's second seed, and 
fellow Croat Sasha 
Hirszon lost a doubles 
match 6-2 6-4 to 

Romanian pair Ciprian 
Porumb and Gabriel 
Trifu on Tuesday. 

Becker, the Australian 
Open champion, retired 
during his first round 
match when he was trail- 
ing 5-3 in the first set to 
unseeded Christian Ruud 
of Norway on Tuesday 
with a recurrence of the 
wrist problem that put 
him out of Wimbledon. 

The 2S-year-old 
German said he felt “a 
Strong puir.in the.tendon 
that he broke at the 
Wimbledon champi- 
onships. 

The withdrawal of the 
two top seeds is a big 
blow to organisers of the 
$500,000 clay court tour- 
nament who have strug- 
gled to attract top names 1 
after financial scandals in 
recent years. I 


Italians in command in UEFA cup , an* 1 J 


LONDON (R) — The 
Italians warned the rest of 
Europe they mean business 
in the UEFA Cup again tiiis 
season, chalking up a string 
of impressive results in 
Tuesday’s first round first 
leg ties. 

Twice UEFA Cup winners 
Interaazionale went to 
French newcomers 

Guingamp and came away 
with an emphatic 3-0 win 
and Lazio enjoyed a simi- 
larly fruitful trip across the 
western Alps, beating Lens 
1 - 0 . 

Back home, Roma came 
through a potentially diffi- 
cult home tie against 
Dynamo Moscow with a 3- 
0 advantage, while Parma 
beat Vitoria Guimares of 
Portugal 2-1. 

Players were sent off in all 
four matches but even here 
the Italians come through 
with an advantage of three 
to one. 

Lazio finished their match** 
a man short but in the three 
other games it was the 
Italians’ opponents who saw- 
red. 

Interaazionale lived up to 
their name in Brittany 
against Guingamp, scoring 
through an Italian, a 
Frenchman and a Swiss to 
all but guarantee a second 
round berth. 

Maurizio Ganz put Roy 
Hodgson's side 1-0 up after 
25 minutes, France's Youri 
Djorkaeff added a second 
from the penalty spot after 
halftime and Ciriaco Sforza 
completed the win with a 
late third strike. 

A frustrated Guingamp 
had Polish international 
defender Marek Jozwiak 
sent off for a second book- 
able offence, a late tackle on 
Chile striker Ivan 
Zamorano, and now need a 
miracle in Milan if they are 
to survive the first round. 

Lazio had defender 
Giuseppe Favalli sent off on 
the half-hour after two yel- 
low card fouls in less than 
five minutes' but 'did not' let 
that get in their way against 
Lens. 

The French side dominat- 
ed much of the game but 
missed a number of inviting 
chances in both halves. 

Then, with only six min- 
utes left to play, Argentine 
international defender Jose 
Chamot Rose to meet a 
Giuseppe Signori free-kick 
and headed the ball crisply 
down and past goalkeeper 
Jean-Claude Nadon. 
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Maurizio Ganz (left) of Inter Milan controls the ball against Gheorghe Mifaali (right) 
of Guingamp during early action in their UEFA Cup first leg match. Ganz scored a 
goal as Inter Milan beat Guingamp 2-0 (Reuters photo! 


Nagano faces financial hill 
as 1998 Winter Games near 


NAGANO (R) — Organisers of the next 
Olympic Games, the 1998 winter sports 
extravaganza in this central Japanese city, 
are doing their sums again and coming up 
short. 

Nagano, nestled in Japan’s alps, won the 
winter Games after a strong bid before the 
International Olympics Committee (IOC) in 
1991, which included promises of payment 
of all expenses for Olympic athletes and the 
launching of extensive infrastructure pro- 
jects. 

But the bursting of Japan's economic bub- 
ble and the sharp appreciation of the yen 
have thrown a wrench into the plans of 
organisers, who announced in April that 
Nagano will now pay only SI, 000 in 
expenses for each athlete and nothing for 
national team officials. 

With less than two years before the Games 
begin, cost estimates have risen by more 
than one-third to about 100 billion yen 
($934 million), organisers said. 

Nagano Organising Committee (NAOC) 
officials say they do not anticipate a deficit, 
but changes in the provisions made at the 
time of the bid were necessary. 

"There is an understanding between 
Nagano and the IOC on what we can pro- 
vide.” said Naokichi Nishimura, deputy 
director general of NAOC. 

“The economy could be one of the reasons 
for the change in our Olympic provisions... 
The biggest problem has been foreign 


exchange." 

Nishimura said if Japan's economy picks 
up in the period before the Games, it could 
improve the situation for the organisers. 

But the economy is not the only issue the 
NAOC has had to' tackle. 

Controversy erupted at the Nagano world 
cup in March, when International Ski 
Federation officials said the Happo Alpine 
Course was too short for the Olympics. 

The course lies at the foot of a national 
park, and NAOC officials say they will not 
lengthen the course or change the Venue. 

Nishimura said he believes an understand- 
ing now exists between the ski federation 
and the NAOC, but federation officials have 
not made an official comment. 

Local environmentalists are happy with 
the decision on the Happo course, but say 
infrastructure projects accompanying the 
games are affecting Nagano’s ecology! - 

“We have launched the ’bullet’ train and 
highway construction in preparation for the 
Games, and these invariably damage 
nature." said Washin Machida, president of 
the Nature Conservation Union of Nagano. 

The city's mayor said environmental con- 
cerns are being considered, but added the 
buildup for the Games will bring gains into 
the next century. 

*’By having stronger infrastructure, we can 
provide u better lifestyle for the people of 
Nagano after the Olympics, and it will be 
very beneficial to the city's development in 


the 21st century." said Mayor Tasuku 
Tsukada. 

Nagano, a city of around 350.000. is geo- 
graphically separated from the rest of the 
island nation, with travel to Tokyo by train 
currently taking some three hours. 

The construction ot the bullet train con- 
nection to Nagano will cut that travel rime in 
half, and organisers say similar efforts will 
focus on travel within the prefecture. 

At the Atlanta Olympics, a major prob- 
lem was transportation...' A 20-minute walk 
could become a one-hour car ride.” said 
NAOC's Nishimura. “For Nagano, it will be 
winter and Japanese roads tend to be narrow, 
so we will do our best in the interim to deal 
with transportation issues.” 

Following the bombing in Atlanta, securi- 
ty will also be a focus. Nishimura said. Naoc 
will use police and government forces to 
ensure safety', but organisers do not want the 
Games to become too restricted. 

Organisers expect between 1.8 and two. 
million visitors during the two weeks of the ' 
Games. 

The Olympics are ultimately about 
sports, and Japan will have an outstanding 
platform for the world to see the best” 
Nishimura said. 
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Henryk Larsson ofFeyenoord Rotterdam (centre) plays the ball between Valeri 
Minko (left) and Alexander Shoutov of CSKA Moscow during the Uefa cap soccer 
first, first leg match. Feyenoord won the match 1-0 with a goal by Kees van Wonderen 
(Reuters photo) 
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TEL 699238 
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TEL* 677420 
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CONCORD 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:45, 11:00 


CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ,, 2" 

Jim Carrie... in 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


flmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

- TEL: 625155 ' 'V 

presents 

the SATIRICAL comedy 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 - 
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Sports 

Orioles 
move ahead 
of White Sox 
in wild 
card race 


BALTIMORE (R) — The 
Baltimore Orioles moved 
into the lead in the race for 
the Amerian League wild 
card berth and kept the 
pressure on the New York 
Yankees in the battle for the 
eastern division title with a 
5-1 win over the Chicago 
White Sox on Tuesday. 

David Wells scattered 
seven hits over 7 1/3 

innings and Rafael 
Palmeiro belted a two-run 
homer to cap a three-run 
fifth inning for the Orioles, 
who moved one-half game 
ahead of the White Sox in 
the wild card race. 

The Orioles, who trail 
New York by 2 1/2 games, 
scored three runs in the 
fifth off starter Kevin 
Tapani (12-9) to snap a 1-1 
tie. 

Roberto Aomar doubled 
and beat the throw home on 
Todd Zeile's bloop single to 
left Palmeiro then hit his 
35th homer into the right- 
centre field stands for a 4-1 
lead. 

“He gave me a good pitch 
to hit and I just saw the ball 
well," Palmeiro said. 
“You’ve got to give credit 
to David Wells, he pitched a 
great game." 

Palmeiro, who has 130 
RBI this season, has seven 
homers and 35 RBI in his 
last 30 games. Wells (11- 
13) gave up one run with 
two walks and three strike- 
outs. 

In Detroit Cecil Fielder's 
choice in the eighth inning 
scored Bemie Williams 
with the go-ahead run and 
right fielder Ruben Rivera’s 
diving catch in the ninth 
preserved the New York 
Yankees’ 9-8 victory over 
the Tigers. 

The Yankees won for just 
the sixth time in 15 games 
to stay 2 1 /2-games ahead 
of Baltimore. 

Fielder snapped an 8-8 
tie with his grounder to 
third in his first game back 
in Detroit since being trad- 
ed by the tigers in July. 

Mariano Rivera (6-2) got 
the win in relief of Dwight 
Gooden. A.J. Sager (3-4) 
took the loss. 

In Boston, Jeff Cirillo bad 
four hits, including two 
homers, and drove in four 
runs, as the Milwaukee 
Brewers edged the Red Sox 
11 - 10 . 

Boston, which has lost 
four in a row. fell 5 1/2 
games behind Baltimore in 
die wild card hunt. The Red 
Sox are 4-5 in September 
after winning 22 of 30 
games in August. 

** Cirillo hit a solo homer in 
the first and added a two- 
run shot an inning later. He 
also had an RBI single in 
the fifth. 

Gerald Williams's RBI 
single triggered a five-run 
third-inning outburst that 
gave Milwaukee a 9-4- lead. 

Ramon Garcia (4-3) got 
the win despite giving up 
sly runs. Mike Hudson (3- 
4) was drilled for five runs 
in just 2/3 innings for the 
loss. 

In Cleveland. Manny 
Ramirez’s three-run homer 
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Philadelphia Phillies center fielder Ricky Otero gets tagged out by Houston Astros 
Orlando Miller while stealing second bare in the top of the fifth innin g. 'Hie Astros 
were hosting the Phillies at the Astrodome. Houston defeated Philadelphia 4-3 
(Renters photo) 


off Troy Percival with two 
out in the bottom of the 
ninth capped a four-run 
rally that lifted the Indians 
to a 7-5 victory over the 
California Angels. 

With Cleveland trailing 5- 
3, Kenny Lofton walked, 
stole second and third, 
before scoring on a single 
by Jim Thome. Then, with 
two men on. Ramirez belt- 
ed his 28th homer, a 429- 
foot shot to straightaway 
centre field. 

Paul Assenraacher (4-2) 
picked up the win in relief. 

In Toronto, Will Clark hit 
a three-run homer and 
Mickey Tettleton and Lee 
Stevens added two-run 
shots to lead the Texas 
Rangers to an 11-8 victory 
over the Blue Jays. 

Darren Oliver (12-6) 
allowed three runs and sly 
hits in six innings for 
Texas, which has won eight 
consecutive games from 
Toronto and is 10-1 against 
the Jays this season. 

The Rangers' magic num- 
ber for clinching their first 
west division title is 11. 
Texas leads the Seattle 
Mariners by nine games 
with IS to play. 

Woody Williams (3-3) 
was tagged for six runs and 
10 hits in five innings for 
loss. 

At Minnesota, Dave Tel- 
gheder fired a three-hitter 
for his first Major-League 
shutout and Ernie Young 
belted a three-run homer as 
the Oakland Athletics 
blanked the Twins 7-0. 

Telgheder (3-6), making 
his 21st career start, walked 
three and struck out seven 
in his first compleie game. 

Rich Robertson (7-14) 
was tagged for five runs 
and seven hits over 4 1/3 
innings. The A’s already led 
3-0 when young belted his 
17th homer. 

Minnesota’s Paul Molitor 
was held hitless and 
remains 1 0 shy of the 
3.000-hit milestone. 

In Kansas City, Jose 
Rosado allowed six hits 
over seven innin gs and Bob 
Hamel in snapped a six th- 
inning tie with a two-run 
homer as Lbe royals beat the 
Seattle Mariners 4-2.' 

Rookie left-hander Rosa- 
do (6-5) allowed two runs 
and two w alks while strik- 
ing out eight. 

Edgar Martinez hit a two- 
run homer in the top of the 
sixth for the fading 
Mariners, who have lost six 
of nine. 

Hamelin’s 432-foot two- 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Sweifia, very near to Orthodox Church, 
Amin El Momany St. No. 9. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
garden, garage and private entrance. 

Rent: Annual, monthly or any period. 

Please call 818092, 818019, 642072 

Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Ground floor, super deluxe furnished, 3 bedrooms, 
salon modern kitchen, verandas, with central 
heating, car parking, telephone, garden. Location: 
Mecca Street. 

Please call 823885 from 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
and from 3 p.m. till 6 p.m. except Sat. 14/9/96. 


FOR RENT AND SALE 

An apartment for rent, best suited for diplomatic 
missions and international compands famtiv 
residence. Total area around 320 sq.m. Located 
at Um Uthaina. Annual rent JD 6,50u 
A first class building for sale or rent Jocated at Um 
Uthaina - three stories total area 1,100 sq.m. 
Please contact the owner directly on phone 

No 683896 (Office) or 810103 (Res.) 

or 079-31170 (Mobile). 


run blast off Salomon Tor- 
res (1-2) broke a 2-2 dead- 
lock. Torres allowed four 
runs and six hits in seven 
innings. 


Mets lose by six 

The Woeful New York 
Mets took the Florida Mar- 
lins into extra innings on 
Tuesday and somehow 
managed to lose by sly 
runs. 9-3. 

With Doug Henry (2-8) 
on the mound, Florida’s 
Edgar Renteria led off the 
top of the 12th with a home 
run over the left-field wall 
that snapped a 3-3 tie. 

Pinch-hitter Jerry Brooks 
delivered a two-run triple 
and Alex Arias doubled 
home Brooks before Paul 
Byrd relieved Henry. Kurt 
Abbott singled home the 
final two runs of the six-run 
1 2th- inning outburst. 

In San Francisco, Mark 
Petkovsek and four reliev- 
ers combined on a five-hit- 
ter and Ray Lankford's 
sixth-inning RBI double 
accounted for the game's 
only run as the St. Louis 
Cardinals blanked .the 
Giants 1-0. 

St. Louis has won 10 of 
its last 11 games and leads 
the Houston Astros by 2 1/2 
games in the central divi- 
sion. 

Petkovsek (11-2) allowed 
two hits, walked three and 
struck out three. Tony Fos- 
sas, Cory Bailey, Rick Hon- 
eycutt and Dennis Eckers- 
ley combined to allow three 
hits over the final four 
innings, with Eckersley get- 
ting the final four outs for 
his 27th save. 

In San Diego, Steve Fin- 
ley hit a two-run homer off 
reliever Joe Boever with 
two outs in the bottom of 
the ninth, lifting the Padres 
to a 6-5 win over the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates. 

With their fourth consec- 
utive win, the Padres 
remain tied with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers atop the 
Western Division. 

With the Padres trailing 
5-4 and two out in the bot- 
tom of the ninth, Wally 
Joyner drew a walk off 
boever (0-1) to set up Fin- 
ley, who Belted Boever 's 0- 
2 pitch over the right-field 
wall for his 24th homer. 

Trevor Hoffman (8-4) 


was credited with the win, 
despite allowing a run in 
the top of the ninth. 

In Chicago, Luis Gonza- 
lez bit a two-run single and 
Ozzie Timmons belted a 
two-run homer as the Cubs 
forced the Montreal Expos 
to use nine pitchers in a 10- 
3 rout. 

The Expos, who tied the 
record for pitchers used in a 
nine-inning game set by the 
St. Louis Browns in 1949, 
dropped 1-1/2 games back 
in the race for the NL wild- 
card berth. 

In Houston, Craig Big- 
gio's sacrifice fly capped a 
three-run eighth inning and 
lifted' the Astros to a 3-2 
victory over the Philadel- 
phia Phillies. 

With the Phillies leading 
3-1, Orlando Miller and 
Derrick May opened the 
eighth with singles off curt 
Schilling (7-9). Houston 
tied the game by scoring 
one run on a throwing error 
by Schilling and another on 
a Schiling wild pitch. 

Biggio followed with a 
sacrifice fly that scored 
Brian Hunter with the win- 
ning run. 

At. r . Colorado*,.,,. And res. 
Galarraga hi't a solo , homel- 
and Eric Young added a 
two-run single during a 
four-run seventh inning .and 
the Rockies held on for a 9- 
8 win over the Atlanta 
Braves. 

Darren Holmes (4-4) 
worked one scoreless 
inning for the victory and 
Bruce Ruffin notched his 
21st save despite giving up 
two runs in the ninth as the 
slumping Braves lost for 
the seventh time in nine 
games. 

Galarraga’s homer was 
the 135th hit at home by the 
Rockies this season, eclips- 
ing their 1995 Major- 
League record of 134. 

In Los Angeles, Tom Can- 
diotti scattered four hits 
over eight innings and RauJ 
Mondesi went 4-for-4 with 
a triple and two RBI as the 
Dodgers edged the Cincin- 
nat Reds 5-4. i 

Candiorti (9-9) allowed , 
two runs, walked two and 
fanned seven, including 
Curtis Goodwin in the 
eighth for the 1,500th 
strikeout of his career. 

Todd Worrell picked up 
his 41st save despite giving 
up two runs in the ninth. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Second floor flat from a villa ( complete floor). 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining, 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen, separate entrance, garage, central heating 
and telephone. New furniture. 

Location: Opposite Medical City entrance. 

Call 8T0466 
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The new Management of 
Al-Baxdar invites you to 





experience the past - 
with a t **&( of the present 

If only die walls could speak, what stories 
they would tell! Of days long gone filled with 
hospitality, laughter, guests and of course 
the music of the ’Chid. 

At AFBaydar those days are still here. 
Visit us od Saturdays and you will get g 
an Arghileb ai half price , while 

on Mondays from 6-8 pm we 

have a happy two hours to kM ] 
double the fun! 



For further information & reservations please colt ^ 

Telefax 737556 Yadoudeb ’•= 


Man. City 

chairman 

denies 

oil-money 

claims 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Manchester City chairman 
Francis Lee hit back 
Wednesday at claims, that 
he was to blame for the club 
losing out on a possible 70 
million pounds (about 
$1 lOmillion) Arab oil 
bonanza. 

City, stru gglin g to recover 
from the blow of relegation 
and still without a manager 
following Alan Ball's resig- 
nation, have been constant- 
ly linked with takeover 
speculation. 

Reports suggested that 
two oil-rich Middle Eastern 
princes were said to be 
ready to pump up to 70 mil- 
lion pounds into the club 
but their financial advisors 
broke off discussions, 
accusing Lee of failing to 
produce the necessary 
information on the state of 
the club's f inan ces. 

But Lee insists he is not at 
fault, saying: “It's impor- 
tant when you negotiate 
with someone on these mat- 
ters that you know who is 
ultimately going to take the 
interest in the club and I 
have never been assured of 
dial. 

Lee said that over the past 
18 months or so he had 
talks with half a dozen peo- 
ple who wanted to invest in' 
the club. 

And, having signed letters 
of confidentiality, none of 
them had ever come back 
with firm offers. Neither 
had they said what type of 
money they were talking 
about to invest in the club. 

Crystal Palace boss Dave 
Bassett meanwhile insisted 
he had not been approached 
by City about, the , vacant 
’ maMger’g'jDb 1 at : : Maine' 
Road. ' ■ 

City, still searching for a 
replacement for Bali, are 
reported to have turned 
their attention to Bassett 
after Sheffield United 
refused permission for them 
to approach Howard 
Kendall. 

Bassett, a former Wimble- 
don, Watford and Sheffield 
United manager, insisted: 
“No one from Manchester 
city has spoken to me about 
the job there." 


Hungary confirms 
Olympic swim scam 


BUDAPEST (AP) — Half of Hungary’s 
swimming team, which won six Olympic 
medals, qualified for the Atlanta Games on 
the basis of fictitious, times from a meet that 
was never held. 

Government officials confirmed newspa- 
per reports of the scam and blamed the 
Hungarian Swimming Federation for sub- 
mitting the fraudulent records. “Fraud is 
fraud, and this was fraud," said Rezsoe 
Gallov, who heads the government’s 
national gymnastics and sports office. 

“We and the Hungarian Olympic Com- 
mittee oppose any such practice." 

Gallov said 1 1 of the 22-member Hungar- 
ian team had not met Olympic qualification 
times at national and regional meets. So a 
phantom meet was held and imaginary 
times were entered. Two swimmers were 
even disqualified for the sake of authentic- 
ity. “These swimmers were all capable of 
meeting the Olympic ' requirements,” 
Gallov said. 

“The trouble was that the federation lead- 
ers were too lazy to keep proper records. 
“This meet should* have been held, or at 
least a training session should have been 
called a competition to meet foe .adminis- 
trative requirements." 

MTL foe state-owned news agency, said 
Tuesday that federation head Tam as 
Gyarfas had resigned because of the scan- 


The Hungarian federation submitted the 
false records from foe phantom competition 
to FINA, swimming's international ruling 
body, which compiled foe world ranking 
list on foe basis of which Olympic com- 
petitors were selected. 

Listed as participant at foe phony meet 
were Attila Czene, Tam as Deutsch and Atti- 
la Zubor. among the country's best swim- 
mers. Czene was part of the gold-winning 
team that took foe 200-mecre medley. 

The Hungarian Federation's General Sec- 
retary, Jozsef Ruza, refused to resign. He 
told stare television Monday foe 
international swim federation had been 
aware of foe fraud. Federation head Cor- 
nel Marculescu denied his organisation 
knew or approved foe scam. 

“We don’t have police around the world 
to check up on national committees," he 
said by phone from Lausanne, Switzerland. 

The Hungarian swim team was among 
foe most successful in any discipline at 
Atlanta with its six medals, three of them 
gold. 

Gallov, the Hungarian official, said those 
involved had to be called to account but no 
medals won at Atlanta were in jeopardy. 
Marculescu said foe IOC might be called 
on to decide what, if any. penalties to apply. 
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Tom Steels of Belgium (left) screams as he crosses the finish line winning the 
fourth stage of the Tour of Spain cycling race ahead of Germany’s Marcel Wust 
(right) and Italy's Giovanni Lombardi. Frenchman Laurent Jalabert retained the 
race leader's yellow jersey (Reuters photo) 


TO LET 

A newly decorated house at 7th Circle, Abdullah 
Ghosheh Street, Engineering Avenue. 275 sq.m. 3 
bedrooms (one is master) dining & guest halls, sitting 
room, kitchen, 3 bathrooms, garden. Separate 
central heating & telephone. 

Please call Tel.: 642305 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 
For Diplomatic Corps. 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, 2 salons, 
kitchen, servant's room, shed garage in 
garden. It has two telephone lines. 

Site: 7th Circle — Ibrahim Kattan St. 

in front of AkJeel Sports Club 

For more Information call Tel.: 861851 


DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Unfurnished ground floor with garden, garages, telephone. 3 
bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 3 balconies (one terrace). 
Living, dning, sitting. All open space. 

Could be used as a regional office. Also a first floor apartment above it 
with the same specifications, 300 sq.m. 

Location: Excelent & very quiet in Shmetsani, opposite Darotef. 

Please contact owner at the Tel. 605480 


FURNISHED APARTMENT WANTED 

A European family requests a deluxe! 
furnished 2-3 bedroom apartment with 
new furniture and telephone. Location: 
Sweifieh, Abdoun and Diar Ghbar only. 
Telefax: 662386. No Middle man. 



RECR UITBMENT TO CANADIAN 
FOREIGN SERVICE 

AND THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CIDA) 

The Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade, Citizenship and Immigration and CIDA 
will be reouiting officers. Examinations will take place 
Saturday October 19,1996. Qualified Canarians may apply 
at the Embassy. (For info: 666 -124). 


RECR VTEMENT POUR 
LE M1NISTERE DES AFFAIRES 
ETRANG ERES ET DU COMMERCE 
INTERNATIONAL ET L 'AGENCE 
CANADIENNE POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT 
INTERNATIONAL (ACDI) 

Le Ministers des Affaires 6trang§resetdu Commerce 
International canadlen, Citoyennete et Immigration ains que 
I* ACDI recruteront de nouveaux agents. L'examen aura lieu 
le earned 19 octobre 1996. Les Canariens qualifies peuvent 
slnsoire a I 'Ambasssade. (Pour info: 666 - 1 24). 


MINISTRY OF PI BI.K WORKS* & HOI MNl. 
(.mtKNVUYl UM1HK* HIKH'liMMU 


MODIFICATION NO (3) 

Invitation for Prequalification of 

contractors for the construction 
of Al-Adasiya Storage Dam 
Central Tender No (141/96) 

1. Delete items No. (2) and No. (3) of 
modification No. (2) and substitute by the 
following: 

a. The joint-venture or any authorised 
members of the joint-venture is requested to 
nominate in his offer the name of the regional 
sub-contractor (such authorisation is to be 
submitted with pre-qualification documents). 

b. A signed agreement between the joint- 
venture. and nominated regional sub- 

. contractor 1 should be presented to the 
Government Tenders Directorate (G.T.D)i 
before tender award. 

2. This modification shall be part of the pre- 
qualification documents. 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director General 
Eng. Naser Maddadha 
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Israel opens another crossing 
point for workers from Gaza 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israel opened a second 
crossing for Palestinian 
workers to enter the country 
from the Gaza Strip on 
Wednesday, the latest in a 
series of measures to ease 
the six -month-old closure 
of the territory, officials 
said. 

“The Israelis opened Sufa 
checkpoint this morning 
and between 800 and 1.000 
workers used the crossing to 
reach their jobs in farms and 
kibbutzes in southern 
Israel." said A! MudaJal. 
general director of the 
labour ministry, told AFP. 

Israel sealed the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in late 
February following a series 
of suicide bombings against 
Israeli is by Palestinian rad- 
icals. 

In recent weeks. Israel has 
reissued authorisation for 

50.000 Palestinians from 
the West Bank and Gaza to 
hold day jobs in the Jewish 
state. 

But until Wednesday 
Gazans authorised to work 
in Israel had to pass through 
the Erez crossing in the far 
north of the Gaza Strip. 


while Sufa and a third 
crossing at Kami were used 
only for merchandise and 
equipment. 

This added hours of com- 
muting time for the 1,000 
workers, mostly from the 
Rafah region of the south- 
ern Gaza Strip, who held 
day jobs in southern Israel. 

In announcing the reopen- 
ing of Sufa to workers, the 
Israeli army • maintained 
restrictions that only permit 
married men over the age of 
30 from working in Israel. 

Palestinian security 
agents set up their own 
checkpoint at Sufa 
Wednesday to ensure that 
all labourers crossing into 
Israel had the necessary 
Israeli permits before they 
walked through to the 
Israeli side. 

Mr. Mudalal said that 
18.500 workers crossed 
through the Erez checkpoint 
into Israel on Wednesday 
while another 2,000 entered 
an Israeli-controlled indus- 
trial zone Inside the Erez 
crossing. 

Israel’s closure of the ter- 
ritories involved cancelling 
authorisations for some 


60.000 Palestinians to work 
legally inside Israel, while 
stricter security measures 
prevented thousands more 
from reaching jobs they had 
held clandestinely in the 
Jewish state. 

In recent weeks, Israel has 
gradually eased the closure 
and 50,000 Palestinians are 
currently authorised to 
work in the country, 
although Israel Radio said 
Tuesday that only 37.000 
actually enter the country 
each day. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority headed by Yasser 
Arafat estimated that at the 
height of the closure, the 
territories were losing $6 
million per day because of 
the strictures. 

The United Nations and 
World Bank have estimated 
that the PNA budget deficit 
will hit $127 million this 
year, largely due to lost rev- 
enues caused by the closure. 

Further measures to ease 
the closure are among the 
issues being discussed in 
Israeli- Palestinian peace 

talks which resumed 
Monday after a four-month 
break. 


NATO mobilises entire Bosnia force 
to avert trouble on election day 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) is to 
mobilise its entire peace- 
keeping force in Bosnia in 
an unprecedented effort to 
keep violence from sinking 
the country's historic elec- 
tion day. a top commander 
said Wednesday. 

Lieutenant-General 
Michael Walker, ground 
commdander of the 52.000- 
strong Peace 

Implementation Force 

(IFOR), said his troops will 
detain troublemakers and 
not allow Bosnia s factions 
to stop people voting on 
Saturday. 

Special detention centres 
have been created to incar- 
cerate “miscreants" if they 
block the complex efforts to 
get tens of thousands of vot- 
ers across the country’s for- 
mer frontlines to vote. Gen. 
Walker said. 

He also warned that IFOR 
“will not be hamstrung" by 
a plan drawn up by Serb. 
Muslim and Croat police 
chiefs to ferry voters to spe- 
cial polling stations that 
some critics believe will be 
used to prevent thousands 
from voting. 

“We hope for the best and 
have prepared and planned 
for the worst.” the British 
general said. 

Violent incidents on the 
day are expected Gen. 
Walker admitted, as for the 
first time hardline Serb 
leaders open up roads in the 
half of Bosnia they control 
to Muslims and Croats they 

Amir, brother 
and cohort 
guilty of 
conspiracy 

TEL AVIV t Agencies » — 
Yigal Amir, the jailed assas- 
sin of Yitzhak Rabin, was 
convicted Wednesday along 
with his brother and a third 
right-wing Jewish extremist 
of conspiracy to murder the 
former Israeli prime minis- 
ter. 

The Tci Aviv district court 
found Amir. 27. his brother 
Hagai. 26. and Dror Adani. 
27. guilts 1 of “conspiring to ' 
assassinate” Rabin, plotting 
anti-Arab attacks and illegal 
possession of explosives and 
weapons. Amir was already 
sentenced in March to life in 
prison plus six years for 
shooting Rabin dead on Nov. 

4 at the end of a Tel Aviv 
peace rally and wounding 
one of the prime minister's 
bodyguards. 

The three men w ill be sen- 
tenced on the conspiracy 
charges at a hearing on Oct. 

3 and face up to 40 years in 
prison. 

During their trial. Hagai 
Amir and Dror Adani admit- 
ted possessing, and manufac- 
turing explosives and other 
illegal weapons, but they 
denied taking part in any 
conspiracy to kill Rubin. 


chased from their homes 
during the war. 

The interior ministries of 
the Serb and Muslim-Croat 
federation halves of Bosnia 
drew up plans to let voters 
come into former enemy 
territory to cast their ballots. 

Electors will have to use 
19 special “voter motor- 
ways” to get to their home 
districts but will be prevent- 
ed from visiting their for- 
mer homes. 

Critics believe that the 
plan in which police and 
IFOR resources will be con- 
centrated on to provide 
security and prevent grid- 
lock will close off other 
crossing points between the 
Serb and federation halves 
of Bosnia. 

As part of the planning 
effort NATO began 
Wednesday distributing 

100,000 maps of the “voter 
motorways” to Bosnian vot- 
ers. Gen. Walker, asked to 
name potential flashpoints, 
said he had earmarked the 
Serb-held towns of Doboj. 
Brcko. Prijedor, and Sanski 
Mostar. 

With the exception of the 
latter, all are in the north of 
the country and had pre-war 
non-Serb majorities who 
fled or were expelled from 
their homes by Serb extrem- 
ists during the conflict. 

Despite provisions in . 
Bosnia's Dayton peace 
accords for the return of 
these people, few if any 
have been allowed to go 
home. 

The same Serb hardliners 


who organised the “ethnic 
cleansing*' remain in power 
and are likely to be returned 
by Saturday elections. 

Growing impatience at 
Serb intransigence on this 
issue prompted the lead 
U.N. refugee agency, the 
UNHCR, to warn the 
Bosnian Serbs they could 
have their aid cut if they do 
not cooperate, a spokesman 
said. 

Top UNHCR envoy Soren 
Jessen-Petersen “made it 
clear t to the Serb leadership 
that we do not see much of 
a future (for the UNHCR) in 
(the Serb-run half of 
Bosnia) unless returns of 
refugees and displaced peo- 
ple take place.” a 
spokesman said. 

Acting Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic told Mr. 
Jensen-Petersen “that while 
her government recognised 
the right of all refugees to 
return, this was in practice 
not possible for the moment 
because of ‘lack of space.”' 
Kris Janowski of the 
UNHCR said. Also on 
Wednesday, in Sarajevo the 
top U.S. military officer. 
General John ShaJikashvjii, 
refused to confirm that 
American troops would be 
part of a force expected to 
replace the NATO-led peace 
force in Bosnia. 

Gen. Sholikashviii. in 
Sarajevo to review prepara- 
tions for general elections, 
said there was “no plan- 
ning” going on in the 
United States for a follow- 
on force. 


Iran to reluctantly sign 
nuclear test ban treaty 


TEHRAN t AFP) — Iran is 
to sign the Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) despite strong 
reservations over the final 
text. Iranian Deputy For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif was quoted as 
saying Wednesday. 

“We were left with no 
choice — having to decide 
between a flawed treaty and 
abandoning the treaty alto- 
gether.” said Mr. Zarif. who 
headed the Iranian delega- 
tion at the U.N. General 
Assembly meeting in New 
York on Tuesday. 

“Based on an overall 
assessment and a strong 
desire for nueiear disarma- 
ment. Iran will go along 
with the treaty, while pre- 
serving its position on sev- 
eral points.” Iran's official 
news agency IRNA quoted 
him as saying. 

The lest ban treaty was 
adopted by the U.N. 
General Assembly on 
Tuesday bv an overwhelm- 
ing majority of 158 states. 
India. Bhutan and Libya 
voted against it and five 
states abstained. 

Iran had' objected to sev- 
eral points in the text of the 
treaty' during negotiations 
in Geneva in August. 


notably inclusion of Israel 
in the Middle East sub- 
group of the executive 
council that is to enforce the 
treaty. 

Mr. Zarif charged that the 
text of the treaty in its pre- 
sent form did not go far 
enough, saying it only 
“banned explosions while 
leaving other avenues 
open” for nuclear prolifera- 
tion. 

"This text is grossly tilted 
in favour of a few nuclear 
weapons possessing states. 
It provides them with the 
opportunity to develop 
nuclear arms." he said. 

He said his country would 
"double efforts in cooperat- 
ing with other non-aligned 
states to push for a pro- 
gramme of nuclear disar- 
mament within an agreed 
time-frame.” 

"We hope that other inde- 
pendent countries will join 
us in convincing nuclear 
weapons stales that lame 
commitments to nuclear di- 
sarmament are not accept- 
able” the Iranian official 
said. 

But he acknowledged that 
the treaty “with all its short- 
comings should accelerate 
the process of nuclear disar- 
mament." 
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Two Palestinian security men check the permits of Palestinian workers crossing into Israel at the Sufa 
checkpoint in the southern Gaza Strip on Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


Opposition deputies will attend regular 
House session but will press demands 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Opposition 
lawmakers announced 
Wednesday that they will 
end their boycott of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
sessions when the legisla- 
ture convenes in its next 
ordinary session in October. 

But Deputy Toujan Faisal 
told a press conference held 
by the 23 parliamentarians 
that the lawmakers will 
attend the sessions to press 
their demands for the resig- 
nation of the government 
and for holding “corrupt 
officials" accountable. 

In a statement they issued 
during the conference, the 
Islamists dominated 

deputies reiterated charges 
that the government was no 
longer qualified to lead, 
contending that its resigna- 
tion had become a popular 
demand. 

Amidst new official state- 
ments that the Aug. 16 
Karak riots were part of an 
Iraqi plan to topple the. gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. the 
opposition deputies asserted 
that the riots were a sponta- 
neous reaction to the raising 
of bread prices and 
increased economic diffi- 
culties. 

“The government is 


wrong if it thinks that it has 
heard the end of the bread 
story... Nobody can silence 
hungry citizens who fear for 
their.-future." said the state- 
ment. which was read out 
by Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) spokesman Hamzeh 
Mansour. 

The lawmakers also 
reviewed accusations that 
the arrests which followed 
the Karak riots were unjus- 
tified. and demanded access 
to the detainees. 

The deputies demanded 
the immediate release of the 
detainees, charging that the 
arrests constitute “a new 
chapter in the encroachment 
on public freedoms.” 

IAF member Abdullah 
Akaileh said it was not 
unnatural for the opposition 
to use the dispute over the 
increase in bread prices to 
make political gains but he 
insisted that the lifting of 
subsidy for bread was not 
called for. 

The government has said 
it raised bread prices in 
implementation of the 

International Monetary 
Fund-sponsored economic 
reform programme on 

which the Kingdom pins its 
hope for economic recov- 
ery. 

It has insisted that it had 
no choice to lifting the sub- 
sidies. which, had they been 


PKK in contact with Ankara 
government, Ocalan reveals 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Turkey's rebel Kurdish Labour 
Party ( PKK) has been in contact 
with the government of Prime 
Minister Necmetiin Erbakan to 
resolve a 1 2 -year armed strug- 
gle, PKK chief Abdullah 
Ocalan has said. “Contacts have 
been held with the Erbakan 
government but they have so far 
not gone beyond the prelimi- 
nary phase,” Mr. Ocalan told the 
Egyptian government weekly 
A! Mussawar "from some- 
where in the Middle East." 

“It is difficult to predict their 
outcome or even if they will be 
pursued. The situation in 
Ankara is more and more com- 
plicated." he told the newspa- 
per. Last week Turkey 
announced plans rn set up a 
“security zone" in northern Iraq 
to curb infiltration by the PKK, 
raising u storm of protest in the 
Arab World in defence of Iraq's 
unity and territorial integrity’. 

More than 20.000 people 
have been killed in PKK-relaled 
violence in southeastern Turkey 
since 1984. when the group 
began its armed campaign for a 
Kurdish homeland. 

Mr. Ocalan did not comment 
on the planned buffer zone in 
Iraq but said his organisation 
was waging a “legitimate resis- 
tance" to Ankara's ''terrorism" 
against the Kurds. 

The guerrilla operations were 
carried out by 35.000 PKK 
fighters on the borders of 
Turkey, in a campaign which 
costs Ankara more than S 1 0 bil- 
lion a year, he said. 

. Mr. Ocalan also charged that 
Ankara had plotted a failed 
assassination bid against him 
when former Prime Minister 


Tansu Ciller was in power, at a 
cost of S85 million. 

He criticised Mr. Erbakan, 
branding him a "Turkish nation- 
alist whose positions are far 
from the essence of Islam and 
who is using religion to re- 
establish the Turkish caliphate." 
On the Middle Ease. Mr. Ocalan 
called for stronger Kurdish- 
Arab ties to confront Israel. 
“The Arabs and the Kurds can 
work together to maintain sta- 
bility in the region and protect it 
against Zionist ambitions." he 
said. 

“We must reestablish the 
Arab-Kurdish alliance which" 
reached a peak during the liber- 
ation of Jerusalem" from the 
Crusaders that was led by 
Kurdish hero Salahuddin in 
1187. 

Syrian Kurds and Egypt “are 
capable under the leadership of 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak of playing a key role 
to achieve Arab-Kurdish rap- 
prochement," Mr. Ocalan said. 

The late Egyptian President 
Gamal Abdul Nasser was a 
"friend'' of the Kurds, the PKK 
leader • said. urkey on 
Wednesday rejected Iraqi 
protests over .Ankara's plans to 
establish a buffer zone extend- 
ing 20 kilometres into nonhem 
Iraq to keep out PKK guerrillas. 

"Turkey does not need 
approval from anyone to pre- 
serve its security." said foreign 
ministry’ spokesman Omer 
Akbel. 

An Iraqi delegation led by 
Homed Yousef Hammadi, 
adviser to President Saddam 
Hussein, arrived Tuesday to 
relay Iraq's unhappiness over 
the plan.." 


maintained, would have led 
to a huge budget deficit and 
jeopardised the reform pro- 
gramme. 

It also said that the cash 
handout that it has started 
offering to citizens would 
offset the three fold increase 
in bread prices. 

But the opposition law- 
makers rejected this argu- 
ment, citing a study by the 
consumer protection society 
that says the prices of about 
400. other commodities 
have gone up after lifting 
the- subsidy on bread and 
fodder as a proof that the 
cash payment would not 
compensate citizens, for the 
higher cost of living. 

IAF member Abdul 
Munem Abu Zant chal- 
lenged the government to 
hold a public debate on the 
increse in bread prices as 
well as other polices such as 
normalisation of ties with 
Israel. 

Even though the IAF law- 
makers ruled out resigning 
from the House as a method 
of protest against the gov- 
ernment's policies, leftist 
Deputy Khalil Haddadin 
said other resignations 
could follow that of Karak 
Deputy Nazih Ammorin 
who submitted his resigna- 
tion to the House to protests 
what he called as the 
deputies' failure to defend 


him against the “insult" 
which he said he suffered 
from Mr. Kabariti. 

Mr. Haddadin. a member 
of the Jordanian Arab Baath 
Socialist Party which the 
government accuses of 
inciting the Karak riots, also 
criticised the government 
for the arrest of party leader 
Tayseer Humsi. who admit- 
ted he was in Karak when 
the riots erupted but 
stressed he had nothing to 
do with them. 

In the statement the law- 
makers claimed that the 
government hid behind His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
order to pass the decision 
on the subsidies. But Mr 
Kabariti has said that he 
took full responsibility for 
the move, which he 
described as a national pri- 
ority. 

The lawmakers also criti- 
cised the government for its 
policy on Iraq, demanding 
that it “halt its interference 
in (its) domestic affairs" 
while it goes on improving 
ties with Israel. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said 
Tuesday that while the gov- 
ernment still hopes for 
change in Iraq, it had not 
interfered in its domestic 
affairs. He said that it was 
up to the Iraqi people to 
bring about change. 


Algerian secular opposition 
denounces conference 


PARIS (R) — Algeria's main 
secular opposition parties 
said on Wednesday that next 
weekend's conference to 
chart a reform plan would 
bring no change to the vio- 
lence-tom country. 

“Instead of committing 
themselves firmly to a 
dynamic of returning peace 
and to a democratic process, 
the authorities have decided 
to carry out a process of 
authoritarian normalisation 
with the backing of some 
political parties." said the 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS) 
party. 

The FFS. which came sec- 
ond in a first round of later- 
aborted general elections, 
was publicly rejecting an 
invitation from the presiden- 
cy to attend a national con- 
ference over reforms to be 
convened on Saturday and 
Sunday, 

‘The FFS denounces this 
conference-alibi based on a 
fake consensus and destined 
to establish a constitutional 
dictatorship." it added. 

The other main secular 
party, the Rally for 
Democracy and Culture 
(RCD). said the conference 
would have no impact in eas- 
ing Algeria's civil strife. 

“Except for the 70.000 
dead (in the violence), we are 
(still) at 'square one'." RCD 
leader Said Saadi told the 
Algerian newspaper Liberie 
in an interview, 

Western estimates put at 
more than 50.000 the number 
of people killed in Algeria's 


violence since early 1992. 
when the authorities can- 
celled a general election in 
which radical Islamists had 
taken a commanding lead. 

Algerian newspapers on 
Wednesday echoed some 
opposition politicians' fears 
that any conference held 
without large political partic- 
ipation might worsen the 
civil strife. 

“The talks held in the past 
six months with political par- 
ties over ways and means to 
settle the crisis ran into diver- 
gences and disagree - 
ments...The same compo- 
nents which led to the current 
tragedy an; still always 
there,” Libene wrote in a 

commentary, 

A I Watan newspaper said 
the pro-democratic opposi- 
tion feared that the confer- 
ence. held without conflict- 
ing views, might adopt a plat- 
form that would fuel 
increased violence and eco- 
nomic problems. 

The RCD said it would 
boycott the conference 
because, it said, the authori- 
ties had come under the pres- 
sure of unnamed “shadowy 
groups" and backtracked on 
reform proposals, like the 
recognition of Berber as an 
official language alongside 
■Arabic. 

FFS leaders walked out last 
month from talks with 
President Liamine Zeroual 
accusing him of trying to 
lorge an ani/-/slamist front" 
rather than to reach a solution 
to end the violence. 


Pulp wins 
Britain's Mercury 
Music Prize 

LONDON (R) — British 
band Pulp walked away 
with the Mercury Music 
Prize for their hit Different 
Class at an awards ceremo- 
ny Tuesday. The group 
nudged pass rival band 
Oasis who were hoping to 
clinch the award after 
sweeping three top prizes at 
the Brit awards in February. 
“The thing is with this 
award is that, even though 
we’re very pleased to have 
it. we have already won 
because people have 
bought quite a lot of 
copies." Pulp's lead singer 
Jarvis Cocker said before 
presenting the £25.000 
($38,840) prize to the 
Warchild Charity. . "We 
would like to instigate a 
new award, the Pulp Music 
Award, and the two con- 
tenders for it are Warchild 
and the Help Album." 

Princess Stephanie 
poised for divorce 

NICE (AFP) — Princess 
Stephanie of Monaco is 
poised to divorce her hus- 
band Daniel Ducruet after 
his picture cavorting — 
naked — with a topless 
cabarat dancer was 
splashed across the 
European press, her lawyer 
said Wednesday. Thierry 
Lacoste told the Nice-Matin 
daily that the princess “will 
certainly be heading toward 
divorce proceedings.” but 
said no action had been ini- 
tiated yet. A spokesman for 
the principality refused any 
comment on the lawyer’s 
statement "In a case like 
this, where sentiments can 
fluctuate, where your posi- 
tion one day is not neces- 
sarily the same the next 
you have to remain pru- 
dent,” Mr. Lacoste said. Mr. 
Ducruet Princess 

Stephanie's former body- 
guard. was photographed 
canoodling poolside with 
Belgian dancer Fili 
Houteman at a villa at 
Villefranche. near Monaco. 
The pictures appeared in a 
number of European papers 
and magazines. An eventu- 
al split between Princess 
Stephanie and Mr. Ducruet 
who married in 1995 after 
having two children in 
1992 and 1994. has been 
rumoured for some time. 
Mr. Lacoste could mediate 
between the two if divorce 
proceedings are informaL 
as he represents both of 
them. If it means going to 
court however, he said he 
"would not hesitate a single 
second and would act as the 
princess' lawyer and only 
for her.” 

Fergie may be wild 
card for H. Kong 
tennis tournament 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The Duchess of York may 
given a special invitation to 
a Hong Kong tennis touma- * 
ment to watch her friend, 
Austrian tennis ace Thomas 
Musrer, a press report said 
Wednesday. Organisers of 
Marlboro Championships 
Exhibition Tournament told 
the Hong Kong Standard 
they were considering mak- 
ing the cheeky invitation to 
the fun-loving duchess for 
the five-day event. Muster, 
with whom the duchess has 
been romantically linked, is 
competing in the event 
“Wg have discussed giving 
an invitation to the duchess 
although at the moment it is 
half-serious and half-jest.” 
said tournament director 
Brian Carton. ‘‘But we cer- 
tainly haven’t ruled it out at 
this stage." he said. Feigfe 
has been romantically 
linked with the world num- 
ber three tennis player ever i 
since they met at a touma- * 
nient in Qatar in February- 
In March. Muster’s girl- 
friend Mariella Theiner 
reportedly claimed the duo 
were involved in an affair. 
But Muster insisted he and 
Sarah Ferguson were only 
good friends. 
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